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Four killed 
as truck hits 
easy bike in 
Rangpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Four people were killed and 
four others injured after a 
truck hit a battery-run auto-
rickshaw (easy bike) on 
Rangpur-Dinajpur highway 
in Rangpur’s Taraganj 
upazila on Saturday night.

The deceased are 
Momota Begum (32), 
Lovely Begum (35), Sathi 
Begum (30) and the 
driver who could not be 
identified immediately.

Taraganj Highway Police 
Station Officer-in-Charge 
Nur Nabi Prodhan said an 
easy bike with six female 
and one male passengers 
were heading to Taraganj 
from Rangpur’s Paglapir.

When the vehicle arrived 
at Ghanirampur village in 
Taraganj upazila, a speeding 
truck hit the easy bike from 
the opposite direction.

Locals rushed the injured 
to Taraganj Upazila Health 
Complex and Rangpur 
Medical College Hospital.

Among the injured -- 
Taslima Begum (24), Abdul 
Majid (49), and Modina 
Akter (29) were undergoing 
treatment at RMCH, said 
police.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Approximately 1,37,000 people and 
1,68,000 buildings will likely perish in 
Chattogram city if an earthquake of 7.5 
to 8.5 magnitude hits the Bangladeh-
Myanmar border, said speakers at a seminar 
in port city yesterday.  

Speaking at the event, Prof Md Jahangir 
Alam, vice-chancellor of  University Of 
Science & Technology Chattogram, said 
the seismic activity of Bangladesh has 
shown that even an earthquake of medium 

magnitude can cause havoc in major cities 
of the country, particularly Dhaka, Sylhet, 
and Chittagong. 

A keynote paper at the workshop 
mentioned, “Chattogram city houses the 
main sea port of the country, along with 
being the economic centre of the country, 
therefore, there must be a coordinated 
effort to protect the city and its people.”

The paper mentioned that approximately 
200,000 buildings of the city do not 
conform to Bangladesh National Building 
Code (BNBC) standard.

2 bills on raising 
judges’ allowance 
passed at JS
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two bills were passed at Jatiya Sangsad yesterday to increase 
allowances of the chief justice, judges of the Appellate 
Division and the High Court.

Law Minister Anisul Huq placed the bills -- Bangladesh 
Supreme Court Judges (Remuneration and Privileges) Bill, 
2021 and Bangladesh Supreme Court Judges (Travelling 
Allowance) Bill, 2021.

The bills, however, were not sent to the parliamentary 
standing committees for further scrutiny, which is a 
common practice. Opposition Jatiya Party MP Fakhrul 
Imam criticised the law minister for not sending the two 
bills to the standing committee. The minister, however, did 
not say anything on this issue.

SC judges (remuneration and privileges) bill was proposed 
to enact a new law after annulling the existing ordinance of 
1978. The bill proposes to fix the monthly salary of the chief 
justice at Tk 1.10 lakh, while the Appellate Division judge at 
Tk 1.05 lakh and that of the High Court judge at Tk 95,000.

73 more 
hospitalised 
with dengue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Seventy-three dengue 
patients were hospitalised 
in 24 hours till 8:00am 
yesterday of whom 13 
were from outside Dhaka, 
according to Directorate 
General of Health Services 
(DGHS).

With this, the total 
number rose to 27,078 
this year. Of them, 4,166 
cases were reported outside 
Dhaka.

Of the total cases, 3,423 
were reported this month 
while 5,458 in October, 
7,841 in September, 7,698 
in August, 2,286 in July, 
272 in June and 43 in May, 
according to DGHS data.

So far, 98 people have 
died of dengue this year. All 
of them died throughout 
July, August, September, 
October and November. 
Twelve people have died 
in July, 34 in August, 23 in 
September, 22 in October 
and seven in November.
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to take effective tobacco 
control measures, he said, 
raising questions over 
whether the government 
bodies hold the spirit 
of FCTC and the prime 
minister’s vision of a 
tobacco-free country by 
2040.

Chairing the event, 
eminent economist and 
convener of National Anti-
Tobacco Platform Qazi 
Kholiquzzaman Ahmad 
said Bangladesh has 
performed very poorly in 
the global index.

To improve the 
situation, he suggested 
divestment of 
government shares in a 
prominent transnational 
tobacco company and 
reinstatement of 25 percent 
export duty on tobacco.

Journalist Monjurul 
Ahsan Bulbul said 
government bodies need 
to be sensitised so that 
they do not accept any 
support from the tobacco 
industry.

Disclosing the report 
findings, Progga’s Head 
of Tobacco Control 
Hasan Shahriar said the 
government needs to 
ban tobacco companies’ 
corporate social 
responsibility activities and 
amend the existing tobacco 
control act in line with the 
FCTC.

The Global Tobacco 
Industry Interference 
Index is produced by the 
Global Center for Good 
Governance in Tobacco 
Control (GGTC), with 
support from Bloomberg 
Philanthropies, Thai 
Health Promotion 
Foundation, and the 
Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation.

One of the lesser known functions of a hyacinth is its role as a cattle feed. At Savar’s Baliarpur, the bulbous 

plant are cut out, loaded on a boat, and taken to farms for cows to munch on. This photo was taken recently. 
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BANGLADESH-MYANMAR BORDER

Major quake may spell 
disaster for Ctg


