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Give me a list of launderers
FROM PAGE 3

At the beginning, the minister was criticised by the MPs, 
as he remained silent on these issues, but later on, Kamal 
started talking.

About the banking sector, the minister said the main 
driving force of a country’s economy is its banking 
sector.

“We are doing well when the world economy is in 
turmoil. If you have any proof that Bangladesh’s economy 
is lagging behind our neighboring country, South Asia and 
Southeast Asia, then you come to me. I will give you the 
solution,” he said.

Kamal said, “The way you are speaking, it seems that 
there is no economy in the country, there is no banking 
sector in the country, there is nothing in the country. But 
if there is nothing, how are we improving? How are we 
growing without these?”

He said the number of banks, customers and deposits 
have increased. Every bank is making profit.

He mentioned that lawsuits were filed against those 
who committed irregularities with loans. The number of 
ongoing cases is 2.43 lakh.

Regarding various irregularities centring e-commerce, 
the minister said action is being taken.

The third phase of the Union Parishad elections takes place across the country today. In Keraniganj’s Sakta 

union, poll contestants of Ward-5 covered the streets with posters and replicas of their symbols, which include 

cricket bats of various sizes, making it difficult for vehicles to pass through. This photo was taken yesterday.
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IUB holds 
academic 
award 
ceremony
CITY DESK

The academic award 
ceremony of Independent 
University, Bangladesh 
(IUB) was held at the 
university auditorium at 
Bashundhara R/A in Dhaka 
yesterday, said a press 
release.

State Minister for 
Power, Energy and Mineral 
Resources Nasrul Hamid 
was present as the chief 
guest on the occasion.

Addressing the event, 
he said Bangladesh is now 
seeing a massive surge in 
investor interest in the 
power and energy sector, 
which now has a portfolio 
worth nearly USD 25 
billion.

A Matin Chowdhury, 
chair of the IUB board 
of trustees, attended the 
programme as special 
guest. It was presided over 
by IUB Vice-Chancellor 
Tanweer Hasan.

This year’s academic 
awards were given to five 
different groups from 
the Spring, Summer and 
Autumn semesters of 
2020 under two categories 
-- the Vice-Chancellor’s 
Honor List and the Dean’s 
Honor List. The first 
group members received 
Tk 10,000 each while the 
second group received Tk 
5,000 each.

A pile of garbage is kept out in the open on the capital’s Mirpur road, causing an 

obstruction in movement for both transportation and passersby. Although the city 

corporation generally cleans up the streets as soon as dawn breaks, locals say they 

are yet to address this particular issue. The photo was taken yesterday morning from 

Kalyanpur area. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

People call us AL agents
FROM PAGE 3

corruption and irregularities.
Independent MP Rezaul Karim said it is not clear who the 

opposition party is in the parliament, due to such praises by 
opposition MPs.

Enact law against
FROM PAGE 3

place. Some intruders entered and incited 
the violence. Now we will move forward 
to realise our demands by maintaining law 
and order,” said Nurul Islam.

He said many of the scholars already 
got released on bail and thanked the home 
minister for that.

Hefajat’s new amir, Mohibullah 
Babunagari, the maternal uncle of Junayed 
Babunagari, was also present at the 
event. In a written statement, he said the 
government should enact an exemplary law 
for maligning Islam.

Talking at the programme, the home 
minister said the government will not 
enact any law that is against the Quran 
and Islam.

He said Hefajat claims itself to be a non-
political party. So, they should always be 
careful about intruders.

“Many Hefajat leaders were arrested 
following the violence in March. Those who 
were really involved, are behind bars. We have 
no control in the judiciary,” he continued. 

The authorities are just facilitating bail 
for those who were not found to be involved 
with the incident primarily, he added.

Mayor Hanif
FROM PAGE 3

as people from all walks 
of life will take part in the 
fateha and special prayers.

A close associate of 
Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, Hanif 
was born in Dhaka on 
April 1, 1944.

Hanif joined politics 
from his student life 
under the tutelage of 
Bangabandhu.

He also played a 
significant role in different 
democratic movements of 
the country.

Hanif suffered splinter 
injuries while shielding 
AL President Sheikh 
Hasina during the August 
21 grenade attack on an 
AL rally on Bangabandhu 
Avenue in 2004. 

He died of a cardiac 
arrest at a hospital in the 
capital on November 28, 
2006.

Hanif’s son Sayeed 
Khokon is a former mayor 
of Dhaka South City 
Corporation (DSCC).

Newborn 
found from 
Wari dies 
at DMCH
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A newborn baby, who 
was found with injuries 
in Wari on Friday night, 
died at Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital yesterday 
morning.

The baby girl breathed 
her last around 7:00am 
while being treated at the 
hospital, Inspector Bachchu 
Mia, in-charge of DMCH 
police outpost, told The 
Daily Star.

A couple -- Apurba Robi 
Das and Jhinuk Das -- took 
the newborn to hospital 
after they found the baby 
with injuries in her head 
and back lying abandoned 
behind a building around 
11:45pm.

She was crying, moving 
her limbs, said Apurba 
Robi Das.

Kabir Hossain, officer-
in-charge of Wari Police 
Station, said they suspected 
someone threw the baby 
from the upper floor of 
the building or any other 
nearby buildings.

Police are investigating 
it, he said.

Death of driver triggers 
workers’ protest in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Transport workers demonstrated across 
different spots on Chattogram-Hathazari 
route yesterday, protesting the killing of a 
driver who was allegedly beaten to death.

They alleged public bus driver Abdur 
Rahim (45) was beaten by some eight 
people coming by a microbus at Amin Jute 
Mill area around 8:30pm on Friday night.

Vehicular movement on the route  
halted for around an hour from 10:00am as 
the workers demonstrated at Hathazari Bus 
Stand, Muradpur and Oxygen intersections.

Later, police rushed to the spot and 
calmed the workers down, assuring justice. 
They soon left the blockades peacefully.

“Rahim was driving the bus when a 
microbus overtook it. This triggered an 
altercation, leading to some eight people 

coming out of the microbus and beating 
him up because he didn’t give them space 
to go,” said Md Harun, general secretary 
of North Chattogram Paribahan Shramik 
Oikya Parishad.

Passengers of the bus soon rescued and 
sent Rahim to his residence at Rahattar 
Pool. However, he started feeling unwell, 
and family members admitted him to 
Chattogram Medical College Hospital, 
where he died around 11:00pm. His body 
was sent to CMCH morgue for autopsy.

As news of Rahim’s death spread in 
the morning, transport workers started 
demonstrating on the route, said police.

OC Md Kamruzzaman of Bayezid 
Bostami Police Station said police were 
investigating into the allegations. “We are 
collecting CCTV footage to identify the 
microbus,” he said, adding that filing of a 
case was underway.

City

Dispose of cases quickly
FROM PAGE 3

Md Golam Kibria said defendant women 
are not treated well in our society, which 
is why they want to conceal the issue of 
rape when they become victims of it, often 
making it too late for them to avail justice.

Stressing on the need for gender 
sensitivity of investigation officers, he also 
called for monitoring the effectiveness 
of laws relating to women and children. 
He also mentioned that the state must 
take responsibility for the victims in cases 
where the convicted is unable to provide 
compensation to them.

Eminent rights activist and chairperson 
of the organisation, Sultana Kamal, said 

women have been empowered but equal 
status for them is yet to be achieved.

Five “Amrai Pari Changemakers” were 
also awarded for their work in preventing 
violence against women at the conference.

Planning Minister MA Mannan urged 
all to work together to prevent violence 
against women.  

Lawmaker Aroma Dutta, Oxfam’s head of 
Gender Justice and Social Inclusion Mahmuda 
Sultana, Jahangirnagar University’s associate 
professor Dr Parveen Jolly, and additional 
chief judicial magistrate Farida Yasmin spoke 
at the conference, among others.

The session was moderated by We Can 
chief coordinator Zinat Ara Haque.

Port city to be rid
FROM PAGE 3

for successful implementation.
Robert D Simpson, FAO representative, 

said the ministry and FAO  will oversee the 
imminent cleanup and safe disposal of this 
large stockpile of DDT, which carries the 
potential for health and environmental 
hazards. The FAO project will also support 
the government update national regulations 
and develop capacity for management and 
safe disposal of hazardous waste.

“DDT removal is highly technical and 
requires specialist knowledge and equipment. 
Procedures must comply with national and 

international laws,” said Saso Martinov, the 
project’s senior technical adviser.

The project will also support government 
actions to reduce risks from pesticides used 
in food production and processing, with a 
focus on fish drying and pesticide containers.

More than 60 representatives from 
various organisations and government 
departments, including the Ministry 
of Family Health and Family Welfare, 
Department of Agricultural Extension, 
Department of Fisheries, DGHS, Chittagong 
University, along with farmers and dry fish 
producers attended the session.

Carry out more research
FROM PAGE 3

true history of the Liberation War should 
not be tainted.

It is unfortunate that the number of 
research works on the Liberation War has not 
been up to expectations, said the foundation’s 
Director General Prof Ahrar Ahmad.

Welcoming the participants, he said the 
country’s Liberation War was not just a mere 
event but a “fearless journey” to achieve and 
uphold certain principles and dreams. 

On the significance of the Crack Platoon, its 
member freedom fighter Ali Ahmed Ziauddin 

recalled that between June and August in 
1971, the platoon members kept Dhaka 
city’s situation out of control of the Pakistani 
occupation forces with their “reckless” tactics.

Such guerrilla warfare played a significant 
role in inspiring the common people, who 
were largely in the dark about the resistance 
until then, he said.

Among others, freedom fighter and 
eminent theatre personality Nasir Uddin 
Yousuff and freedom fighter Fateh Ali 
Chowdhury recalled their memories of the 
battlefield at the discussion.


