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China CO2 
emissions 
fall for first 
time: report
REUTERS, Beijing

China’s carbon emissions 
fell in the third quarter 
for the first time since its 
economic recovery from 
the coronavirus began, new 
research shows, partly as a 
result of a clampdown on 
property development and 
widespread coal shortages.

The world’s biggest 
emitter of greenhouse 
gases saw CO2 emissions 
drop by around 0.5% in 
July-September from a year 
earlier, Lauri Myllyvirta, 
lead analyst with the 
Centre for Research 
on Energy and Clean 
Air (CREA), said. “The 
drop in emissions could 
mark a turning point in 
China’s total emissions,” 
Myllyvirta said. 

Delhi’s air 
quality still 
very poor
Schools, colleges set 

to reopen next week
REUTERS, New Delhi

Schools and colleges in 
India’s capital will reopen 
on Monday after closing 
for nearly 15 days due to 
a spike in air pollution, 
the government said, even 
though air quality remains 
very poor in New Delhi 
and its neighbouring cities.

Pollution levels dropped 
marginally earlier this 
week, but the Air Quality 
Index (AQI) on Thursday 
touched 393 on a scale 
of 500, indicating risks of 
respiratory illness from 
prolonged exposure.

Government offices 
would also open from next 
week but state employees 
should use public transport 
and government-run feeder 
buses, according to the 
Delhi government.

Farmers gather 

to mark the first 

anniversary of their 

protests on the 

outskirts of Delhi 

at Pakora Chowk 

near Tikri border, 

India yesterday. 

Seeking to end the 

longest-running 

farmers’ protest that 

galvanised growers 

across the country, 

Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi 

last week bowed 

to the protesters’ 

demand to repeal 

the controversial 

laws introduced in 

September 2020.
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Pakistan ‘welcomes’ second 

round of US-Taliban talks
ALJAZEERA ONLINE

Pakistan has “welcomed” a second round 
of talks between the United States and 
the Taliban since the latter’s takeover of 
Afghanistan earlier this year, a Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (MoFA) spokesperson said.

Addressing a weekly press briefing in 
capital Islamabad on Thursday, MoFA 
spokesman Asim Iftikhar reiterated 
his country’s position that the world 
community needs to engage with the 
Taliban’s government.

 “[The US-Taliban talks] would be 
welcome development, as we have been 
saying, encouraging and advocating 
enhanced engagement of the international 
community with Afghanistan in order to 
help address its challenges,” said Iftikhar.

US Special Representative on 
Afghanistan and Pakistan Tom West will 
arrive in the Qatari capital Doha for two 
days of talks with Taliban officials next 
week, US State Department spokesman 
Ned Price said on Tuesday.

Price said the agenda for talks would 
be the US’s “vital national interest” 
in Afghanistan, which “includes 
counterterrorism, that includes safe 
passage for US citizens and for Afghans 
to whom we have a special commitment, 
and that includes humanitarian 
assistance and the economic situation of 
the country”.

On Thursday, the Afghan foreign 
ministry confirmed that a delegation led 
by acting Foreign Minister Amir Khan 
Muttaqi had left for Doha for the talks.

AMAZON FOREST DESTRUCTION

Brazil faces economic pain
THOMSON REUTERS FOUNDATION, Sao Paulo

Recurring drought, regular power 
outages and a devastated farming 
industry - these are the problems 
scientists say Brazil could face as 
research suggests the rainforest-rich 
country is drying out at an alarming 
rate.

Several studies in recent months 
have pointed to deforestation, 
a warming climate and weak 
governance as the main drivers of 
drier conditions in Brazil’s midwest 
and southeast, leaving farms parched 
and hydro-power plants struggling to 
meet electricity demand.

According to research released in 
August by deforestation mapping 
initiative MapBiomas, Brazil has lost 
nearly 16% of its surface water over 
the past three decades.

Using historical satellite images, 
researchers identified parts of the 
country that have changed from water 
areas to soil or vegetation and vice 
versa, said Carlos Souza Jr., a geologist 
at Imazon (the Amazon Institute of 
Man and Environment).

“I expected some (images) would 
show impacts on the environment, 
but I didn’t think they would be this 
clear and evident,” said Souza, whose 
2018 research on aquatic ecosystems 
in the Amazon rainforest provided 

data for the MapBiomas study.
“This means we will have less water 

for basic activities, such as industrial 
needs, energy production, (supplying) 
urban centers and traditional 
communities, and more,” he said.

The National Electric System 
Operator has said Brazil, which 
holds 12% of the planet’s freshwater 
reserves, is experiencing its worst 
drought in more than 90 years.

With reservoir water levels dropping 
fast, especially in the southeast where 
big cities Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo 
are located, the nation’s electricity 
supplier said in August it would add a 
“water scarcity flag” to the power tariff 
system.

National electricity rates are 
determined by colored flags 
representing water levels at 
hydropower plants.

Green means they are running at 
sufficient capacity, while yellow, red 

and the new “scarcity” flag signal low 
or critical levels, triggering a price rise 
to cover the costs of activating thermal 
energy plants and other measures to 
avoid blackouts.

Climate change is already cutting 
into the volume and variety of crops 
Brazil’s farmers can grow, according to 
a September report by Planet Tracker, 
a nonprofit financial think-tank.

Its researchers said increasingly 
erratic weather is hitting the double-
cropping system Brazil relies on to 
maintain its status as a major soy and 
corn exporter.

Double-cropping is when farmers 
use the same land twice in one year - 
and to do that successfully, they need 
stable rainfall patterns to know what 
to plant and when.

The report predicted that by 2050, 
the net loss to Brazil’s export revenue 
could be $701 million-$2.1 billion 
per year.

Lack of governance and 
environmental oversight are 
exacerbating Brazil’s water troubles, 
said Angelo Lima, executive secretary 
of the Water Governance Observatory.

Right-wing President Jair 
Bolsonaro has been weakening the 
environment ministry’s authority over 
forestry and water agency services, 
while promoting development of the 
Amazon.

Brazil surface water area has shrunk 
16% over the past 30 years

Water shortages are driving high 
power costs and low crop yields

Critics blame the weakening of Brazil’s 
environmental agencies


