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Uphold CHT regulation
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“We have noticed that a vested quarter is 
making different attempts to raise questions 
afresh about the CHT Regulation, 1900, 
although the Appellate Division of the 
Supreme Court has already disposed the 
issue,” it said. 

According to the apex court verdict, the 
CHT Regulation, 1900 is not contradictory 
to the constitution and therefore, the 
government did not scrap the regulation. 

The eminent citizens are: Prof Emeritus 
Serajul Islam Chowdhury; rights activist 
Dr Hameeda Hossain; rights activist 
Sultana Kamal; former chairman of 
National Human Rights Commission Dr 
Mizanur Rahman; coordinator of Nijera 
Kori Khushi Kabir; former professor of 
DU and former member of NHRC Prof 
Meghna Guhathakurta; executive director 
of TIB Dr Iftekharuzzaman; economist 

Prof Abul Barkat; advocates ZI Khan 
Panna, Subrata Chowdhury and Syeda 
Rizwana Hasan; barristers Sara Hossain 
and Jyotirmoy Barua; economist Prof 
Anu Muhammad; Prof Bina D’Costa of 
Australian National University; executive 
director of ALRD Shamsul Huda; general 
secretary of Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist 
Christian Oikya Parishad Advocate Rana 
Dasgupta; former member of NHRC Nirupa 
Dewan; Prof Mesbah Kamal of DU; Dr 
Ainun Nahar of JU; Dr Robaet Ferdous of 
DU; presidium member of Puja Udjapon 
Parishad Kazal Debnath; general secretary 
of Adivasi Forum Sanjib Drong; president 
of Parbatta Chattogram Nagorik Committee 
Gautam Dewan; Advocate Tabarak 
Hossain of Sammilita Samajik Andolon; 
Prof Mongsanu Chowdhury of Parbatta 
Chattogram Nagorik Committee and Dr 
Mohammad Tanjimuddin Khan of DU.

We agree
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“They [owners’ representatives] told us that they do not 
oppose half-bus fares, but they want incentives,” Nazrul said. 
But Nazrul added that the representatives were requested to 
consider the matter from a humanitarian ground and place 
a concrete proposal in their own discussion.

The meeting also requested education ministry officials 
to give a proposal after talking with chiefs of educational 
institutions in Dhaka, he informed.

Meanwhile, Obaidul Quader, taking part in the council 
at the capital’s engineers’ institute, said BRTA officials will 
hold another meeting with transport leaders tomorrow 
over the issue.

A prescription
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been possible to establish women’s human rights yet. 
“Despite various women’s movements, human rights 

movements and various public-private initiatives to prevent 
violence against women, the incidents continue to rise at an 
alarming rate, further fuelled by the pandemic,” she added.

BMP president Fauzia Moslem said in order to stop 
violence against women, the socio-cultural norms need to 
be challenged. 

“We have to end the culture of impunity, build a 
sensitive judiciary for women, and reform the existing 
laws. Although the rape law has been amended, it is not 
widely publicised, and its application is limited,” she said.

Maleka Banu, general secretary of the central committee 
of the organisation, Sima Moslem, joint general secretary, 
BMP, Advocate Masuda Rehana Begum, assistant general 
secretary of BMP, legal aid secretary Sahana Kabir, among 
others, spoke at the event, moderated by the organisation’s 
lawyer Advocate Dipti Sikder.

RU remembers
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the principal speaker at the memorial meeting, said 
Quayum’s department colleagues, who collaborated with 
Pakistan army, were responsible for his death.

Addressing the programme as chief guest, RU Vice 
Chancellor Prof Golam Sabbir Sattar assured of protecting 
the history of sacrifices the university teachers and students 
made during the Liberation War.

Retired psychology teacher Prof Taskina Faruque said 
she saw Prof Quayum inspiring students openly.

Prof Ruhul Amin Pramanik said he lifted up the bodies 
including Quayum’s from the mass grave. Journalist 
Mustafizur Rahman Khan Alam said he carried Quayum’s 
body home from the grave.

M O R E

Arrest warrant 
issued against 
Rizvi, 7 others
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday 
issued arrest warrants 
against eight leaders and 
activists of BNP, including 
its senior joint secretary 
general Ruhul Kabir Rizvi, 
in a case filed under the 
Special Powers Act.

After accepting charges 
against 33 accused, Judge 
KM Emrul Kayesh of the 
Metropolitan Sessions 
Judge’s Court passed 
the order and directed 
the OC of Badda Police 
Station to submit a report 
by February 22. Former 
Dhaka City Corporation 
councillor MA Quyum is 
among the fugitives. BNP 
leader Shamsur Rahman 
Shimul Biswas and 24 
others are now on bail in 
the case.

According to 
prosecution, Rizvi-led 
BNP leaders and activists 
brought out a procession 
on January 26, 2015 in 
support of hartal in Badda. 
They threw brickbats, 
crude bombs on police 
that left several injured.

ATTACKED BY FISHERMEN 

Injured cop 
dies at hospital
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A policeman, who was 
injured in an attack by 
fishermen while enforcing 
a ban on hilsa fishing in 
October, died at a city 
hospital on Wednesday 
night.

Kabir Hossain (42), a 
constable of River Police, 
died at the National 
Institute of Neurosciences 
& Hospital. He was 
receiving treatment there 
for over a month, a press 
release issued by Police 
Headquarters said yesterday.

Kabir along with 
four other policemen 
was injured when local 
fishermen reportedly 
attacked them at 
Char Abdullahpur in 
Munshiganj on October 21, 
when a ban on hilsa fishing 
was going on.

Hailing from Patuakhali, 
Kabir left behind his wife, 
a son and a daughter to 
mourn his death.

Meanwhile, Inspector 
General of Police Benazir 
Ahmed expressed deep 
shock at the death.

Woman, child found dead in Gazipur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, GAZIPUR

Police on Wednesday night recovered bodies of a woman 
and child from Deshipara area of Gazipur Sadar upazila.

The deceased could not be identified immediately.
Inspector Syed Rafiul Karim of Sadar Police Station 

said locals informed them after seeing the bodies in the 
area.

The bodies -- a woman around 27/28 years old and a 
child around 3/4 years old -- bore injury marks on their 
necks, he added. 

The bodies were sent to a hospital for autopsy.

CMP inaugurates central 
CCTV monitoring system
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Chattogram Metropolitan Police yesterday inaugurated its 
central CCTV monitoring and controlling system with 411 
cameras at 70 different spots across the city.

Meanwhile, the newly-built CMP media centre was also 
inaugurated at Dampara CMP Police Lines.

CMP Commissioner Saleh Mohammed Tanvir 
inaugurated the system titled “Eyes of CMP” through a 
press briefing at the media centre.

The CMP commissioner also inaugurated an automatic 
chart of transport fare for  different routes.

HC to deliver verdict in Jan over 
legality of Pori Moni’s remand
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday deferred the verdict on a 
petition filed challenging the legality of actor Pori Moni’s 
multiple remands in a narcotics case till the first week of 
January.

The HC bench of Justice Mustafa Zaman Islam and 
Justice ASM Abdul Mobin was scheduled to pronounce 
judgement on the matter yesterday.

They said they could not prepare it and will deliver 
judgement after reopening of court following its 
upcoming annual vacation. 

The petition was filed by Ain o Salish Kendra.

Indigenous 
Canadian gets 
Bangabandhu 
scholarship
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

A Canadian student from 
Sagkeeng First Nation has 
been selected as the first 
indigenous female recipient 
of the Bangabandhu Peace 
Philosophy and World 
Peace Scholarship. 

Aluk Fontaine 
Richardson will travel to 
Bangladesh and conduct 
research that aims to find 
common core values 
between indigenous 
communities in the country 
and those of First Nation 
communities of Canada.

Bangladesh High 
Commissioner to Canada, 
Dr Khalilur Rahman 
and Canada’s Southern 
Chiefs’ Organization 
Grand Chief Jerry Daniels 
yesterday presented the 
letter of scholarship at the 
Bangabandhu Centre in 
Winnipeg.

She will research on 
the 1997 peace accord 
that brought decades-long 
armed conflict to an end in 
Chittagong Hill Tracts.

Fontaine Richardson 
is a recent political 
science graduate from the 
University of Winnipeg, 
where she was the recipient 
of the Gold Medal for 
Achievement in a Major.

Yesterday was another workday for the garment workers of the capital’s 

Mirpur-14, or so they thought. After reaching their workplace, they found the 

factory gates shut. Some displayed signs to inform the workers, inset, while 

authorities of some factories did not even bother. According to the workers, 

factories in Mirpur-14 and surrounding areas have been closed without 

notice, and so, they were left puzzled in the morning. This situation possibly 

resulted from the protest for salary hike and other demands. P
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How many
FROM PAGE 3

of those who allowed a cleaner to get access to the keys.
“My son is not the only victim of road accidents. It’s 

become an epidemic, especially for students,” he said. “No 
parent should have to go through the pain of losing their 
children. People should have the right to move safely on 
the streets.”

“Why should we have to be worried every time our 
children step out?” he asked, not complaining, but almost 
begging for answers.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A writ petition has been filed with 
the High Court, seeking its directive 
on the authorities concerned, to 
give Tk 10 crore as compensation 
to the family of university student, 
Sehrin Mahbub Sadia, who died 
after falling into an open roadside 
drain in Chattogram city in 
September.

Rights organisations Ain O 
Salish Kendra (ASK), Children’s 
Charity Bangladesh (CCB) Foundation and Sadia’s 
maternal uncle Zahid Uddin Belal submitted the petition 
through their lawyer Aneek R Haque to the HC yesterday.

The petitioners requested the HC to direct the city 
corporation authorities to ensure sufficient safety measures 
at all their construction sites across the country to prevent.

They also mentioned Sadia died due to the negligence 
of Chattogram City Corporation.

Lawyer Aneek R Haque told The Daily Star that the HC 
may hold hearing on the petition next Sunday.

Deceased Sadia (19) was a first-year honours student 
of computer sciences at International Islamic University 
Chittagong. She died after falling into a roadside drain in 
the port city’s Agrabad Badamtoli area on September 27 
this year.

Divers of Fire Service and Civil Defence recovered her 
body around five  hours after she fell, some 100 feet away 
from the spot.

Petition seeks Tk 
10cr compensation 

for Sadia’s death

Marking the 31st anniversary of academic activities at 

Khulna University, students brought out a procession on 

the campus yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

2nd Edition

Big shuffle
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process, and promotion 
and transfer of judges 
are routine work for the 
government.

“I hope the 
appointments, promotions 
and transfers will speed 
up the judicial process. 
Following this initiative, 
case disposal rate will 
be increased, backlogs 
of cases will be reduced, 
and therefore, justice will 
be delivered to people 
quickly,” he added. 


