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Dhaka Newspaper Hawkers’ Multipurpose Gooperative
Society Limited on Tuesday distributed financial
assistance to families of newspaper workers who
passed away recently. 25 families received Tk 25,000
each. Family members, circulation managers of different
newspapers and industry leaders were present at the
association office on the occasion. PHOTO: COLLECTED

Petition seeks HC directive on half fare
for students

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A petition has been filed with the High Court seeking
its directive on the government on half bus, launch, and
train fares for students. Supreme Court lawyer Md Eunus
Ali Akond submitted the petition yesterday.

He said Covid has reduced income of students’ guardians
over the last two years. In this situation, bus fares have been
doubled and therefore, students are waging a movement.

US provides 1.8m Pfizer vaccines

DirLoMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The US has provided another 1.8 million doses of Pfizer’s
Covid-19 vaccine to Bangladesh. The American people
have now donated a total of 16.8 million doses of
vaccines to Bangladesh with the latest shipment.

The vaccines will help the government continue
administering jabs to young people -- aged 12 and up --
and reach its goal of vaccinating 40 percent of the eligible
population by the end of 2021.

Probe report delayed

FROM PAGE 3
report. Sagar, news editor at private TV channel Maasranga,
and his wife Runi, a senior reporter at ATN Bangla, were
killed in the early hours of February 11, 2012 in their
rented flat in the capital’s West Razabazar.

After Sher-e-Bangla Nagar police and the DB, Rab was
tasked with the probe on April 18, 2012.

First death
anniv of journo
Muniruzzaman
STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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He passed away at
Mugda Medical College
Hospital on November 24
last year.

He was serving as the
acting editor of the Daily
Sangbad at the time of
his demise. He started his
journalism career in 1970
as a reporter of Weekly
Ekota, the mouthpiece of
the Communist Party of
Bangladesh.

He was founding
member of Trade Union
Centre and later become
CPB Dhaka committee
general secretary. He was
also famous for his columns
and political analyses.

Mamunur
Rashid no more

City DESK

Wing
Commander
(retd)
Mamunur
Rashid, chief __
of security,
North South e
University, breathed his
last on November 23

at Combined Military
Hospital, Dhaka.

He left behind his
mother, wife, two sons, and
a daughter. Commissioned
in 1991, he rose to the
rank of wing commander
and retired from Air Force
in 2018. He was buried at
Uttara Sector-12 graveyard.

To-Let in Bashundhara Area
House # 81, Road # 2, Block # A,
Ist Floor, 2nd Floor, Tth Floor
& 8th Floor, 1800 sft, 3-Bed,
4-Bath. House for rent with
Living, Dining, Garage & modern
fittings. Foreigner will be given
Preference. Mobile: 01762-327361,
01795-594960, 01718-553961

located in Keranigan;.

Dhaleshwari Toll Plaza opposite to Shamsu Filling
Station. Contact: 01711298777. .

LAND FOR SALE
On main Dhaka-Mawa highway. 50 shotok land

Just 100 metre before

Website: www.govssc.edu.bd
Memo No. gsscibog/idgsp/cedp/2021/225

Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh

Govt. Shah Sultan College, Bogura
Sherpur Road, Banani, Bogura

e-Tender Notice 03/2021-2022

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the

@
P~

Date: 24/11/2021

procurement of following package:

SI. | Tender Name of works Last date and time of | Tender closing
No. | ID No. tender security date & time
_ | submission
1. | 629722 | Renovation and Refurbishment | 15 Dec 2021, 11.30 15 Dec 2021,
of ICT Lab, Library, Common 14.00

Room, Class Rooms & Others
This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal
and no offline/hard copy will be accepted.
To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is
required.
The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP System Portal
have to be deposited online through any registered banks' branches up to 15 Dec 2021,
11.30am.
Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and
from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).
Professor Md. Shahidul Alam-8424
Principal
Govt. Shah Sultan College, Bogura
Phone: 051-65249

GD-2156 E-mail: cedpspoqovlshahsultancolleqe@gmail.com
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Save Savar rivers

Speakers urge govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government must fix the map of rivers and canals
in Savar immediately and conduct a drive against illegal
occupants, and housing projects, which are planned to
be constructed in flood zones, said speakers at a public
hearing yesterday.

Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association (Bela)
and Association for Land Reform and Development
(ALRD) organised the event titled “Savar Rivers in Existence
Crisis: Protection and Conservation Actions” at Savar Golf
Club auditorium.

ALRD Executive Director Shamsul Huda presided over
the programme, and Syeda Rizwana Hasan, chief executive
of Bela, conducted the event.

“These kinds of discussions were held several times, but
the main problems are lack of monitoring and follow-ups,”
said Dr Md Enamur Rahman, state minister for disaster
management and relief, who was the chief guest.

Hasina for
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resources and healthcare. Hasina also offered the services
of Bangabandhu-I satellite for use by the Maldives.
Naseem said whenever the Maldives had fallen into
any crisis, Bangladesh extended its support. He conveyed
Maldives President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih’s best
wishes to the PM on the golden jubilee of the country’s
independence and the birth centenary of Bangabandhu.

It’s politically
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always demanded the same. It's a politically motivated
demand,” said the minister. They want to send Khaleda to
London where Tarique Zia is staying so that she could continue
politics from there despite being a convicted accused, he said.

Don’t burden students

FROM PAGE 3
adverse impact on students already. Remedial education
and other necessary support should be ensured in schools,
so students can get back on track regarding their studies.
The report suggests that financial and other types of
support are necessary for students, as the schools have
reopened. Schools should not burden students with fees
and other charges, which may cause them to drop out.
Prof Syed Md Golam Faruk, director general of
Directorate of Secondary and Higher Education, addressed
the event as chief guest. Ashik Billah, head of central and
northern region at Plan International Bangladesh; Wahida
Banu, executive director of Aparajeyo-Bangladesh; Prof
Syeda Tahmina Akhter of DU; and Nishat Nazmi, education
officer of Unicef Bangladesh; spoke among others.

Former BNP MP

FROM PAGE 3
in absentia. He faced three charges, Rezia said.

According to the tribunal’s investigation agency, Momin
was Razakar commander of Adamdighi Police Station of
Bogura and was involved in the killing of at least 19 people.
He was an assistant organising secretary (Rajshahi division)
of BNP central committee and was elected lawmaker from
Bogura-3 (Dupchanchia and Adamdighi) in 2001 and 2008.
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Social movement against corruption

Transparency International Bangladesh is requesting
for application from Vendors/Service Providers for
enlistment for the period of 1 Year from January-2022
to December -2022 (May extend Subject to
performance for next year) for following categories:

Stationery 10 Electric & Electronic Appliances
11 Furniture

12 Training & Workshop Venue

Office Supplies
Publication
13 Hotel Accommodation

14 Office Repair & Maintenance

Promotional Item
IT EQuipment 15 Media Clipping
General Service 16 Travel Agency

17 Courier Services

18 Books

1
2

3

4

5 Media & Communication
6

7

8 IT Repair & Maintenance
9

General Supplier

Interested firm/company/vendor/service provider can
collect detail Schedule of Enlistment with detailed
terms and conditions (free of cost) from reception
desk of Transparency International Bangladesh,
House 5, MIDAS Centre 4th Floor, Road 16 (new) 27
(0ld), Dhanmondi, Dhaka 1209 from November 25,
2021 to December 20, 2021 on working days
(Sunday-Thursday) between 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.
Soft copy of Schedule of Enlistment will be available in
TIB website (www.ti-bangladesh.org). Last date of
submission: December 20, 2021 on or before 3.00 PM
at above TIB Head Office Address.

TIB reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
application(s) without conveying any reason whatsoever.
|

Bangladeshi scientist

FROM PAGE 3
Innovations Pitch Competition, scheduled
to be held in 2022, read the post.

In collaboration with Dr Mubarak
Ahmed Khan, scientific adviser at
Bangladesh Jute Mills Corporation, Farhana
manually developed and piloted the jute
cellulose-based disposable pad, which is
potentially a better alternative product to
maintain menstrual health and hygiene for
women and girls in Bangladesh, the post
added.

Jute cellulose is a biodegradable
material. Currently, there is no machine
available in the country to manufacture
such pads, which is a barrier to scalability.

With the money won from the award,
Farhana will conduct an industrial trial
for mass production, develop a business
plan, and explore options for further scale-
up and waste management, according to
icddr,b.

“We will make a prototype of the
machine with the award money, which will
have a capacity to produce around 1,000
pads every day. We already have talked to a
private company for this,” Farhana Sultana
told The Daily Star yesterday.

The industrial trial will also assess
the compatibility, compressibility and
stretchability of the pad, and conduct
a cost-effectiveness analysis with other
commercially available disposable sanitary
pads, the post revealed.

She said the objective of the innovation
project was to make a biodegradable and
low-cost menstrual product from locally
produced ingredients.

“Currently, we have a dependency on
imported materials to produce menstrual
pads. We are also conducting trials of
hand-made pads. If we become successful,
it would be very good progress,” she
added.

77pC women victims
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Challenges and way forward”, organised by
ActionAid Bangladesh, in partnership with
Bangla daily Prothom Alo.

The survey also found that three in every
four women suffered from mental illness,
such as depression and anxiety, while two
out of every five women felt insecure after
facing cyber violence.

Alarmingly, one in 10 victims attempted
suicide or self-harm or suffered from post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).

Additionally, 34.81 percent of women
also said they lost their self-esteem and
dignity after becoming victims of cyber
violence, while 31.11 percent suffered
immediate and long-term  physical
problems, like gastrointestinal and central
nervous system disorders, chronic pain,
insomnia, etc.

Such violence also forced 30.37 percent
to reduce their online activity, which
resulted in digital exclusion, the survey also
found.

The percentage of women who
reported sexual harassment online was
comparatively low: only 23.70 percent
took no action out of fear, after such
an incident, while 13 percent treated it
casually.

Only 15.56 percent reported the
incidents to police; 2.22 percent reported
them to lawyers, while 43.40 percent
shared them with their friends and parents,
the survey added.

In terms of making formal complaints,
more than half of the respondents of the
survey complained to the government's
cybercrime investigation division, while
only 31.6 percent complained to the
nearest police station, and 15.8 percent
called the national emergency helpline --
999.

No respondents called 109, the national
helpline centre for violence against women
and children.

Among those who did not complain,
47.41 percent said making a formal
complaint does not help, 43.10 percent
said they were not sure about the outcome,
while 30.17 percent said they didn’t know
where to file a complaint.

Besides, many did not complain fearing

the stigma and further harassment.

The survey questionnaire was promoted
among women through Facebook, and a
total of 269 women responded.

The survey respondents recommended
developing a coordinated strategy with
the existing government reporting
options.

They also recommended creating a
chatbot in every app and website for
violence reporting, run by Bangladesh
Police and Ministry of Women and
Children Affairs, to make mediums to file
complaints more accessible to teenage
victims, many of whom prefer chatting over
calling a number.

Additionally, they suggested developing
specific communication materials for
different social media platforms using
simple language and infographics to raise
public awareness about online violence.

Taslima Yasmin, associate professor
of law at Dhaka University, said ensuring
orientation of the parents and teachers in
schools is crucial regarding the safe use of
the Internet.

“We don't want our girl children to
discontinue the use of the internet due to
the lack of cyber security,” Yasmin further
said.

Nijera Kori coordinator Khushi Kabir
said there should be a powerful social
support system so that survivors know they
can seek assistance if and when they need
it.

“We also need to think about how
we can hold Facebook accountable [for
allowing hate speech],” she added.

Barrister Sara Hossain, honorary
executive director of Bangladesh Legal
Aid and Services Trust (BLAST), said,
“Although the lawyers are supposed to
provide legal support to the victims, they
are not coming for help because on our
end many of us don’t know what kind of
responses should be provided [in cases of
cyber violence].”

Lawyers usually urge the victims to file a
case, but in such cases, filing a case will not
bring any effective solution, Sara Hossain
said.

“Rather, there is a need for immediate
response,” she added.
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