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“The process to provide subsidy on diesel for irigation
purposeis so complex. So, the government has no plan to
provide any new subsidy to farmers in this regard.
AGRICULTURE MINISTER ABDUR RAZZAQUE ON INCREASING SUBSIDY
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The factories are consuming natural gas heavily, but producing urea
fertilizer much less than their modern peers do.

The wastage of gas in these four state-run fertiliser factories in just
nine days is enough to produce a day's electricity, about 9,000MW, for
the entire country, according to an estimate by the government’s Power
System Master Plan.

The four factories in question churned out 7.96 lakh tonnes of granular
urea in FY 2019-20, consuming around double the required gas, the key
ingredient to manufacture urea.

On average, the four factories consume 43.72 million cubic feet (mcf)
of gas to produce 1 tonne of urea, when the global standard is 25mcf,
show documents of Bangladesh Chemical Industries Corporation (BCIC).

The factories, which operate under BCIC, are Jamuna Fertiliser Co Ltd
(JECL), Ashuganj Fertiliser and Chemical Company Limited (AFCCL),
Chittagong Urea Fertiliser Ltd (CUFL) and Shahjalal Fertiliser Company
Ltd (SFCL).

Government officials attributed this low efficiency to old machinery with
no overhaul in years, interruption in gas supply and lack of skilled workforce.

Of the four factories, AFCCL, CUFL and JFCL have already exhausted
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IN THE DEPTHS OF GRIEF ... Shah Alam, father of Notre Dame College student Nayeem Hasan, breaks down at Dhaka Medical
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Collage Hospital yesterday after hearing about the death of his son in a traffic accident in Gulistan.

“The United States prefers ... to divide countries into those
that -- in their opinion -- are good, and those that are bad.”
-.f KREMLIN SPOKESMAN DMITRY PESKOV ON INVITATION
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Remittance Rab arrests
powering
economy accused at
Remittances are

playing an increasingly
important role in
the economy of
Bangladesh. They
are a major source of
external financing and
help meet families’
increased need for
livelihood support.
In recent months,
money transfers by
the migrant workers
rose to record highs.
Now, the government
should make it easy

hospital

Our CORRESPONDENT, Cumilla

An accused in the Cumilla ward [
councillor murder case was arrested
yesterday  at |
College Hospital while undergoing -
treatment, said Rab officials.

Sumon, 32, aresidentof Cumilla §
city’s Sujanagar Bou Bazar area, . 4 %
was held around 10:00am,
Maj Mohammad Sakib Hossain,
company commander of Rab-11.

Sumon was admitted to the hospital’s urology department
on November 15, said a hospital source.

The source could not say whether Sumon was outside the

Cumilla Medical
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for the workers to go
abroad and at a lower
cost. Besides, measures
should be put in place
to bring down the cost
of sending remittance
using technology with
a view to retaining its
steady flow.
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Workers under the banner of non-government jute, thread, garment workers-employees federation go on
hunger strike in front of the gate of Shiromoni Mohsen Jute Mills in Khulna yesterday to press home their
five-point demand, including reopening of their factories.

hospital on November 22 when Syed Mohammad Sohel, 48,
councillor of ward-17, and his close aide Haripada Das, 45,
were shot dead by masked gunmen in the councillor’s office
in the city’s Pathuriapara area.

However, no one from the hospital authorities spoke on
the issue on the record.

The councillor's younger brother Syed Mohammad
Roman told The Daily Star, “We have heard that Sumon was
undergoing treatment at the hospital. But the CCIV footage
showed that he was involved in the killing.”

Sumon is the number four accused in the murder case filed
by Roman with Kotwali Police Station early yesterday.

Twenty-one people, including 11 identified ones, were
made accused in the case, said Anwarul Azim, officer-in-
charge of the police station.

The 11 accused are: Shah Alam, “Jail Sohel”, Sabbir, Sumon,

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

PHOTO:
HABIBUR RAHMAN




