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7 decades of cultural
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different countries, and I am constantly amazed and 
impressed by its ability to go out and meet people, engage 
with audiences and be part of a thriving intellectual 
community.”

Focusing on British Council’s contribution towards 
girls’ education, Helen Grant, UK prime minister’s special 
envoy for girls’ education, said, through their ‘English 
and Digital for Girls’ Education’, EDGE programme, the 
British Council has reached over 13,000 marginalised 
girls, providing English and digital skills with the aim 
of building their self-confidence and helping them take 
more control over their life choices regarding education, 
employment and marriage.

Stevie Spring CBE, chairperson, British Council, 
commented, “I am absolutely proud to see the breadth of our 
work in Bangladesh. Our legacy, shared history and the cultural 
connections with the Bangladeshi people is very strong and I 
hope we have many more shared ventures to come.”

30 students suspended
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The clash took place following another incident the night 
before.

The faction loyal to former CCC mayor AJM Nasir 
Uddin, also general secretary of Chattogram city unit 
of Awami League, and another loyal to Deputy Minister 
for Education Mohibul Hasan Chowdhury Nowfel had 
clashed inside the hostel on the night of October 29.

120 buses under one
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prepared, and a model bus has been made, he added.
According to Bangladesh Road Transport Authority’s 

(BRTA) route permit data, 382 buses plying 13 routes 
pass through Ghatarchar-Kanchpur. All the buses will be 
phased out, and the 120 buses will take their place.

According to “Bus Route Franchise Piloting Draft 
Guideline-2021”, all the buses will have to embark from 
designated bus terminals or depots and operate at fixed 
times, which will be decided by authorities concerned.

The buses will only be allowed to park at designated 
spots, including bus terminals or depots.

After entering a terminal, every bus will have to leave 
the terminal in five minutes during peak hours and in 10 
minutes during off-peak hours, and work of drivers will be 
logged, according to the draft guideline.

After the 18th meeting of the bus route rationalisation 
committee at Nagar Bhaban, DSCC Mayor Sheikh Fazle 
Noor Taposh announced that the buses will run on 
a 21-kilometre route, stretching from Ghatarchar in 
Keraniganj to Kanchpur, from December 1.

After introducing the pilot route, other routes would be 
linked to it, he said.

Bangladesh Bank had approved Tk 100 crore loan for 
bus owners of Kanchpur-Ghatarchar route. Mayor Taposh, 
however, said the funds will be used for developing the 
next phases.

A government-formed committee had proposed fixing 
the bus fare at Tk 2.2 per kilometre for the route. The 
proposed fare is almost 30 percent higher than current fare 
in Dhaka city.

The committee, led by BRTA Chairperson Nur 
Mohammad Mazumder, made the decision at a meeting at 
BRTA headquarters on February 1.

Mother, son burnt
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Rani Baroi (55) are in a critical state at the hospital.
The fire broke out as Priyanka went to the kitchen and 

attempted to light the gas stove to boil water in the morning.
Ibrahim Khalilullah, a sub-inspector of Mugda Police 

Station, said they suspected that the fire originated as leaked 
gas accumulated in the kitchen came in contact with fire.

Restricted, yet being sold
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of the drug administration and Department of Narcotics 
Control.

The detectives are now investigating how the medicine 
became available in the open market, said the DB official.

Hafiz Akter also said they would sit with the regulatory 
bodies to prevent oxymorphone from becoming another 
cause of concern.

Honking a major 
sound polluter

Speakers call for law enforcement, awareness
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Horns are a major cause of hearing loss among Dhaka residents. Despite the 
ban on hydraulic horns, noise pollution couldn’t be curbed as laws remain 
ineffective. Speakers at a roundtable yesterday raised the issue and stressed 
on effective measures from law enforcers as well as public awareness. 

Bangla daily Prothom Alo and Uber Bangladesh jointly organised the 
discussion at the Bangla daily’s office in the capital.

Among others, Syed Nurul Islam, joint commissioner (traffic-south) of 
DMP; Fahmida Khatun, executive director of CPD; Syeda Rizwana Hasan, 
chief executive of Bela; Prof Syed Abdul Hamid of DU’s institute of health 
economics at DU; Kamal UA Chowdhury, chairman of DU’s clinical 
psychology department; Ahmad Kamruzzaman Majumder, founder director 
of Center for Atmospheric Pollution Studies; Dr Md Shahid Uz Zaman, 
founder and executive director of ESDO, and Armanur Rahman, country 
head, Uber Bangladesh, were present at the event. Abdul Qayyum, associate 
editor of Prothom Alo, gave the opening speech at the event, moderated 
by Firoz Choudhury, assistant editor of the newspaper. 

New drug
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Courier service companies are required 
to keep records of senders’ information. 
However, for this particular delivery, the 
records were not kept. 

DNC officials still managed to collect it 
through surveillance, according to Fazlur 
Rahman.

To avoid getting busted, the dealers 
would apply multiple techniques. 
One such technique involves making 
a chamber with gum and paper in the 
delivery parcel and hiding the blots inside 
it, he added.

During primary interrogation, Shuvo 
admitted to consuming a portion of the 
DOB consignment and was planning to 
sell the rest, after he made the purchase 
two months back. 

He used to provide blots to drug 
abusers for free to get new buyers and 
eventually create a market, according to 
DNC officials.

Excessive consumption of DOB could 
lead to death, said DNC chemical experts.

M O R E
21.75pc pass DU ‘Ga’ unit entry test
DU CORRESPONDENT

The admission test result of “Ga” unit, held on 22 October 
under the Business faculty of Dhaka University, for 2020-
21 session was published yesterday with a pass rate of 
21.75 percent.

As many as 5,079 students passed the exam out of 
23,347 examinees -- for 1,250 seats.

The results can be viewed on the university website -- 
admission.eis.du.ac.bd -- or via SMS. For SMS notification 
of the result, a candidate will have to type “DU GA (roll 
number)” and send it to 16321.

Man held with 26 gold bars at Ctg airport
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Customs Intelligence officials arrested a man with some 
jewellry and 26 gold bars weighing 4.1 kg at Shah Amanat 
International Airport in Chattogram yesterday.

The gold was found in the bag of Mohammad Suhel 
(28), who is from Lohagara, said AKM Sultan Mahmood, 
deputy commissioner of customs intelligence.

Customs officials searched Suhel, who came from Dubai 
by a flight of Biman that landed at the airport at 8:30am. 
The value of the gold was estimated to be Tk 2.4 crore. 

BRUR cancels winter holidays
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

The authorities of Begum Rokeya University, Rangpur 
(BRUR) has cancelled its winter holidays for the academic 
year 2021-22 -- to make up for the losses due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

The decision was taken yesterday at a meeting, said 
Mohammad Ali, assistant director (Public Relations) of 
the university. The authority cancelled the holidays -- from 
December 19 to 30.

HC denies bail to former Puthia OC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The HC yesterday refused to grant bail to then OC of 
Rajshahi’s Puthia Police Station Shakil Uddin Ahmed in 
a corruption case filed for manipulating the FIR in labour 
leader Nurul Islam murder case.

The HC also ordered Shakil, now suspended from 
service, to surrender before the trial court in Rajshahi and 
submit his passport to it in two weeks. ACC filed the case 
on January 24 against Shakil for manipulating the FIR on 
June 11, 2019 through changing the names of eight accused.

Nurul went missing on June 10, 2019, and his body was 
recovered from SS Brick Field in Puthia the following day. 

Nurul’s daughter filed the murder case on June 11, 
2019 against eight people, including Abdur Rahman Patal, 
a rival of Nurul in the election to Puthia Motor Sramik 
Union held earlier.

Seng Kut Snem, the festival celebrated by the Khasi community to welcome a new year, was held yesterday at 

Magurchhara Punjee of Kamalganj in Moulvibazar. The programme was organised by Khasi Social Council to 

look back at the achievements of the previous year and embrace the joys of the upcoming one.
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9 members of teen gang
FROM PAGE 3

some cannabis, 65 pieces of yaba and three mobile phone 
sets were seized from them, said Rab. 

Addressing a press conference yesterday, Khandaker 
Al Moin, director, legal and media wing of Rab, said the 
gang, comprising 15-20 members, has been involved in 
mugging, theft and stalking for almost three years. 

Rab said members of this gang used to work as auto-
rickshaw drivers or shop and construction workers. 

“No political link was found with the arrestees, but 
information about some of their patrons are found. We 
are looking into it,” Moin said. He said Rab increased its 
patrolling in Dhaka Udyan, Basila and surrounding areas.


