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Sudan frees several civilian SN o LAy ] ot e gt "”“p =
leaders held since coup o MR o

Sudanese authorities yesterday released several
civilian leaders detained since last month's coup,
akey plank in a deal aimed to restore a fragile
transition process towards full democracy.

“| was released late yesterday evening,” the
head of Sudan’s Congress Party Omar al-Degeir
told AFP.“I was in solitary confinement and
completely cut off from the world throughout
this period.” Other civilian politicians, including
from the Umma party, were also released. Top
general Abdel Fattah al-Burhan last month
declared a state of emergency and ousted
the government, in a move that upended a
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two-year transition to civilian rule. It triggered a shows what
wave of mass street protests in which at least 41 we have lon g
people were killed.
suspected
Delhi lifts ban on construction and feared,
as air quality improves namely that
New Delhi has lifted a ban on construction the destructive
activities as air quality improved marginally, seconda ry

but schools and offices will remain closed until
at least Wednesday, its environment minister
said yesterday. Delhi’s Air Quality Index (AQI)
dropped to 303 on a scale of 500, down from
499 nearly a week ago, when a thick haze
hung over the city of more than 200 million
people. The current AQl levels still indicate “very
poor” conditions, according to government
monitoring agencies. “Air quality is slowly
improving,” Gopal Rai, the capital’s Minister for
Environment, Forest and Wildlife Development,

impacts of this
pandemic have
damaged the
fabric of our
society and will
be felt for years,
if not decades,

" ; to come!”
told a news conference. “Labourers were facing
difficulties, and that is why we have decided
to resume construction activities.” He said the - . . . . . . IFRC PRESIDENT
R T ¢ e T A e This video screen shot taken from the Facebook live streaming of the City of Waukesha, shows a red SUV speeding through the Christmas parade crowd in FRANCESCO ROCCA ON
to ensure that builders follow dust-control Waukesha, Wisconsin, US on Sunday. Five people were killed and more than 40 injured after the SUV sped through the parade in Waukesha, knocking down SOCIOECONOMIC IMPACTS
measures set out by the government. dozens of people including youngsters waving pompoms and a group of “Dancing Grannies”. PHOTO: AFP OF COVID

China does not seek Taliban ban |Indian farmers hold
women from | mass rally in Lucknow

IhegemOny’ J Xi tellS Asean TV dramas Keep pressure on Modi despite climbdown

AFP, Kabul REUTERS, New Delhi
REUTERS, Beijing actions of three Chinese coast guard vessels that it ’ — - — -
Lanka begins trials linked to Chinese President Xi Jinping told leaders of the said blocked and used water cannon on resupply Afghan.is.tan’s Taliban Flushed with victory a}’ter Prime Mmlste; Narendra Modi
. o . . boats headed towards a Philippine-occupied atoll | authorities late Sunda caved into demands for agricultural reform laws to be
2019 Easter bombmgs case 10-country Association of Southeast Asian Nations in the sea ‘ ¥ rrolie y repealed, Indian farmers held a mass rally yesterday to
A SriLankan court yesterday began the first of (Ase?n) at a summit yesterday that Beijing would The United States on Fridav called the Chinese lss?‘; l'a neg re llgllocils the | demand minimum support prices be extended to all
three trials connected to bombings that killed not “bully” its smaller regional neighbours, amid . B Y S , | guideline” that called on the produce, not just rice and wheat.
nearly 270 people on the island in 2019, amidst rising tension over the South China Sea. actions “dangerous, provocative, and unjustified,” | country’s television channels The protest movement launched by farmers more than
appeals for greater accountability from victim Beijing's territorial claims over and warned that an armed attack | to stop showing dramas a year ago became the most serious political challenge to
support groups. In this trial, former national the sea clash with those of several on Philippine vessels would invoke | and soap operas featuring the Hindu nationalist government, and resulted in Modi
police chief Pujith Jayasundara is charged with Southeast Asian nations and have US mutual defence commitments. | women actors. o making a surprise commitment on Friday to roll back the
failing to act on repeated intelligence wamings raised alarm from Washington to Philippine President Rodrigo | In the first such directive to | reforms.
of a possible terror attack. A total of 855 charges Tokyo. Duterte told the summit hosted by | Afghan media issued by the Thousands gathered for the latest rally in Lucknow, the
of murder and attempted murder were read out But Xi said China would never Xi that he “abhors” the altercation | Ministry for the Promotion capital of Uttar Pradesh, where Modi’s Bharatiya Janata
as Jayasundara stood in the dock at the back seek hegemony nor take advantage and said the rule of law was the | of Virtue and Prevention Party will seek to hold onto power in state elections due
of the courtroom. A total of 1,215 witnesses of its size to coerce smaller only way out of the dispute. He | of Vice, the Taliban also early next year. His climbdown sparked celebrations by
have been listed to give evidence but not all countries, and would work with referred to a 2016 international | called on women television | farmers, but their leaders immediately warned that the
may be called, his lawyer said. “Our position is Asean to eliminate “interference”. - arbitration ruling which found | journalists to wear Islamic protests would continue until the government promised
the former police chief is not guilty. He did not “China was, is, and will always China’s maritime claim to the sea | hijabs while presenting their | to introduce a law that would guarantee minimum prices
intentionally ajd orabgt the attacks and there be a good neighbour, good friend, and good had no legal basis. “This does not speak well of the | reports. for all crops.
Was no omission 0"__h|5 part that caused the partner of Asean,” Chinse state media quoted Xi as relations between our nations,” said Duterte.
atgadl;s,;attorgey Rtanjltltll DEh'WaI!a t0|dgeut';]er5- saying. The summit was held without a representative
X-Uetence Secretary nemasir rernando, the China’s assertion of sovereignty over the South from Myanmar, Malaysia’s Foreign Minister
top officialin the defence ministry at the time, China Sea has set it againft tXsean members Saifuddin Abdullah said yesterday. The reason for Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF)
faces similar charges in a trial that began later Vietnam and the Philippines, while Brunei, Taiwan the non-attendance was not immediately clear, and Iml PKSF Bhaban, E-4/B, Agargaon Administrative Area, Sher-c-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207
yesterday. and Malaysia also lay claim to parts. a spokesperson for Myanmar’s military government Phone: 8181658-61, Website: www.pksf-bd.org

The Philippines on Thursday condemned the did not answer calls seeking comment.

Request for Expression of Interest (Re-invitation)

Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF) is hereby requesting for
Expression of Interest in sealed envelope from competent consulting
firm for procuring the service titled 'Selection of consulting firm for
the Final Evaluation of 'Low Income Community Housing Support
Project (LICHSP)' [Part 3: Shelter Support and Lending,
implemented by PKSF] under Package No:PKSF/LICHSP/S-02,
financed by the World Bank. Interested firms are requested to visit the
website: http://www.pksf-bd.org to find the detail updated document
of Request for Expression of Interest (REol), Terms of Reference (ToR)
and Short listing questionnaire from 24-11-2021. The documents will
also be available in the office of PKSF from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm (Except
holidays) free of cost. The eligible firms are requested to submit their
Eol to the office of PKSF by 4:00 pm on or before 12-12-2021.

Any kind of persuasion will be treated as disqualification of the
consulting firm. PKSF reserves the right to cancel any or all Expression
of Interest (Eol) without assigning any reasons whatsoever.

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS
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WPl T A | Polish border in the Grodno region, Belarus. The photo was taken on Sunday and (TR T T AT ) ;‘I@JL
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the US will participate indirectly in
negotiations that if successful will see harsh US sanctions
on Iran lifted.
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