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Mesbahur 
Rahman 
passes away
CITY DESK

Mesbahur 
Rahman, 
who worked 
as the 
general 
manager at 
Transcom 
Limited from early 1980s 
for over 20 years, passed 
away on November 20 due 
to health complications. 

He was 68, said a press 
release.

He left behind his wife 
and a daughter to mourn 
his death. 

Mesbahur Rahman was 
buried at Banani graveyard.

 All of his relatives, 
friends and well-wishers 
have been requested to 
pray for salvation of the 
departed soul. 

A2I OFFICIAL MURDER

3 arrested 
in Dhaka, 
Munshiganj
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Munshiganj

Police on Saturday arrested 
three hijackers accused 
of killing an a2i (Access 
to Information) project 
official Abdul Barek Sheikh 
(44) in Munshiganj’s 
Tongibari upazila.

“Members of the 
Tongibari Police 
Station and Detective 
Branch arrested them 
after conducting raids 
at different places 
in Munshiganj and 
Dhaka,” said Munshiganj 
Superintendent of Police 
Abdul Momen at a press 
briefing yesterday.

The arrestees -- 
Mohammad Nazir Hossain 
(36), Mohammad Faisal 
(28) and Mohammad 
Milon (34) -- are from 
Mashadgaon village in 
Louhajang upazila, said 
police. 

“The three accused 
had been monitoring the 
victim’s movement for 
a long time as he had to 
visit a Bank Asia branch 
frequently. 

On the day of the 
murder, they blocked 
Abdul Barek’s way and 
snatched a bag he was 
carrying. After finding no 
money in it they stabbed 
him with sharp weapons 
and left the spot,” said the 
SP.

“Abdul Barek’s bag, two 
knives used in the killing, 
a pistol, and a motorcycle 
were recovered during the 
arrest,” added the police 
official.

Police on November 7 
recovered Abdul Barek’s 
body from the side of a 
road at Tailkai village in 
Tongibari.

The victim was working 
as an entrepreneur 
assistant of the a2i project 
of Hasail Banari union in 
Tongibari.

Another
FROM PAGE 3

They rushed to the spot 
and recovered the body. 
A team of livestock 
department is conducting 
an autopsy to determine 
the cause of death, he said. 

The mammal is 
categorised as critically 
endangered in the IUCN 
list due to its dwindling 
population. 

Seven elephants were 
killed in just 11 days in 
this month across Sherpur, 
Chattogram and Cox’s 
Bazar district.

Mashuk Selim 
no more
CITY DESK

Mashuk 
Selim -- 
who held 
executive 
positions in 
the financial 
department 
of several national and 
multinational companies 
including Transcom, Brac, 
Ispahani and Nestle -- 
passed away on November 
20 following heart 
complications. 

He was 75, said a press 
release. The only son of 
Siddiqur and Hamida 
Rahman, Mashuk Selim 
is survived by his wife, 
three children and three 
grandchildren. His qulkhani 
will be held on November 
26 at House-308, Road-8/A 
(Old Road 15), Dhanmondi, 
after Asr prayers. 

Court frames
FROM PAGE 3

In 2019, Mizanur 
submitted his wealth 
statement, to the tune of 
Tk 2.55 crore, to ACC. 
However, ACC found that 
only Tk 97 lakh of the 
amount came from legal 
sources. It did not find 
any legal sources of the 
remaining Tk 1.58 crore.

Recognition ever-elusive
FROM PAGE 3

correspondent saw preparations were ongoing in full-
swing ahead of today’s programmes. The memorial plaque 
had been cleaned, while a banner was hung at the main 
gate of the Mirin Jilla Government Primary School. It reads 
“May the Martyr’s Day Live Forever”.

At the colony area, this correspondent spoke to Anowar 
Lal’s wife Benodebi. Even after all this time, she gets all 
teared up thinking of that fateful night 50 years ago.

“I still get shivers. We had already gone to sleep with our 
two daughters and son. In the middle of the night, there 
were knocks on the door. It scared us stiff,” said a grief-
stricken Benodebi.

“As soon as he [Anowar Lal] opened the door, the 
Pakistan army picked him up in the face of firearms. We 
never saw him again.”

Reminiscing her husband’s role during the Liberation 
War, she said, “We used to see him come home with bread, 
banana, flattened rice, and molasses. But he’d then hide 
them. If I asked, he’d tell me not to think about it. We 
later got to know he used to bring the food home for the 
freedom fighters.”

“Ever since his passing, I had been living a life befitting 
of a nightmare. I managed to get a job at Bangladesh Biman 
as his wife, but I’m retired now. It’s been 50 years, but 
we’re yet to get any recognition, other than ‘The Daily Star 
Unsung Heroes of Bangladesh Liberation War 1971’ award 
in July 2013. But there’s been no formal acknowledgment 
from the government,” she lamented. 

Like Benodebi, members of the other nine martyrs’ 
families are also spending their days in deep distress. 

Talking to this newspaper, Harijan Sevak Samity senior 
vice-president Nirmal Chandra Das said, “To be honest, we 
couldn’t even speak in the early days after the liberation. 
Some time later, we started contacting different quarters 
over the recognition of our martyrs.” 

“Recently, we brought over Liberation War Affairs 
Minister AKM Mozammel Haque as a guest at one of our 
programmes and told him of our demands. But recognition 
still remains ever-elusive. If we could get it, at least the 
family members could get some allowances or jobs. But 
nothing of the sort has happened.”

This year, the community isn’t planning to hold any 
elaborate events. “Renovation work is going on at roads 
around the colony, which is why we aren’t inviting 
guests. We’ll just hold a remembrance programme among 
ourselves. There’ll be floral tributes, special prayers. We’ll 
also be cooking food for residents of the colony,” Nirmal 
said.

Ex-BCL leader
FROM PAGE 3

Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital. “I am in a sense of 
insecurity as I was attacked 
twice. They even carried 
out one of the attacks in 
presence of police,” he told 
this newspaper. 

Sazzadur Rahman, 
deputy commissioner 
(Ramna division) of DMP, 
said they are trying to arrest 
the other accused.

Vaccination begins 
for DEPZ workers
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Dhaka Export Processing Zone (DEPZ) authorities and 
Savar Upazila Health Complex jointly organised a mass 
vaccination programme at DEPZ for workers yesterday.

The vaccination drive was initiated by a Directorate 
General of Health Services (DGHS) decision. Under this 
programme, around 85,000 workers from 97 factories in 
DEPZ are expected to be vaccinated. 

On the first day, a total of 1,000 workers from several 
factories under DEPZ were vaccinated, said Civil Surgeon 
Dr Abu Hussain Md Moinul Ahsan. 

Railway in search
FROM PAGE 3

switching from its previous plan to build a deep sea port. 
This means even if previous feasibility studies have brought 
up the need for such a rail line, it will might less important 
considering the change in plans. 

“I have doubt over the viability of such a big project,” he 
told this newspaper recently.

FUNDING PROPOSALS 

Meanwhile, BR sources said different companies have 
expressed their interest to finance the project on several 
occasions. They mentioned Providus Investments, an 
Australian company, had expressed interest to fund and 
strike an EPC (engineering, procurement, and construction) 
contract early this year.

BR has sent a letter to the rail ministry seeking ERD’s 
opinion in this regard. 

During a visit to Saudi Arabia in September this year, 
Prime Minister’s investment adviser Salman F Rahman, 
also sought the country’s investment in the project. 

In November 2019, while meeting the then chief of 
Bangladesh Investment Development Authority (BIDA) 
Sirazul Islam, UK-based IM Power Plc and TenBroeke 
Ltd had proposed an integrated initiative involving the 
development of Bangladesh’s power and railway sectors.

Yesterday, the minister said they would talk with IM 
Power over their proposal to invest in the project. He said 
the Bangladesh High Commission in UK is also in touch 
with the company after they expressed interest in the 
project. “If necessary, we will provide partial funding along 
with the company’s investment.”

He said the company also expressed interest to get involved 
in a project for the electrification of Dhaka-Chattogram rail 
line, which will also be discussed during the meeting.

IM Power is an independent power producer (IPP), 
providing comprehensive solution for customers by 
combining its expertise in financing power generation, 
integrated power and industrial infrastructure projects 
together with EPC, operation and maintenance services, 
according to their website.
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Teenager held over 
Dhaka hit and run 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police have detained a school student who was allegedly 
driving a private car recklessly and hit a rickshaw on 
Dhaka’s Baily Road -- leaving a man and his six-month-old 
boy injured -- on Friday afternoon.

A team of Tejgaon police, in association with local 
police, detained the student around 3:45am from 
Chuadanga district yesterday, Biplob Kumar Sarker, deputy 
commissioner of Tejgaon Division Police, told The Daily 
Star.

The boy used to be a 10th grader at a school in the 
capital, said police, adding that he recently transferred to a 
school in Gangni upazila of Meherpur.

Police carried out a drive after video of the incident 
went viral on social media. 

The video shows that the rickshaw-puller and the 
passengers falling on the road after the car hit the rickshaw. 

The father, son and the rickshaw-puller were being 
treated at a hospital.

Police also seized the car from Hatirjheel area yesterday 
They are trying to find out how the boy came into 
possession of the car, the official said. 

Law enforcers brought the boy to Dhaka’s Ramna Police 
Station last night.


