
CITY DHAKA THURSDAY NOVEMBER 18, 2021, AGRAHAYAN 3, 1428 BS4

Low on quality
FROM PAGE 5

footage of this with his phone, a canteen staff rushed in to 
cover the food.

Earlier before the reopening, DU formulated a 
“Standard Operating Procedure” (SOP) to ensure proper 
hygiene and safety measures once students start coming 
in to the campus. As part of it, students were instructed 
to get properly balanced diets to achieve better immunity.  
But the quality of food at the hall canteens is not helping, 
complained students. 

VC Prof Dr M Akhtaruzzaman said, “We will not 
compromise an inch in this matter. Hall administrations 
will immediately sit with canteen owners about this.”

Make health sector
FROM PAGE 5

and 20th in the world in the “COVID Resilience Ranking” 
compiled by Bloomberg news agency. He also said the 
country is becoming one of the preferred destinations for 
medical students around the globe.

Govt to set up int’l standard
FROM PAGE 5

will start on time after finalising the 
alignment through feasibility study.

PADMA BRIDGE

In reply to a query from Jatiya Party MP 
Syed Abu Hossain Babla, the premier 
said the construction work of 9.63km 
long Padma Bridge, including viaduct, is 
underway at an estimated cost of Tk 30,193 
crore with Bangladesh’s own funds.

She said 88.75 percent physical work 
of the project has been completed as of 
October 2021. “It is expected that this 
dream bridge will be opened for traffic by 
June 2022.”

OBITUARY MOTION

Yesterday’s question-answer session was 
tabled and all other businesses of the 

House sitting were suspended to show 
respect to AL MP Akabbar Hossain from 
Tangal-7, who passed away on Tuesday.

The House unanimously adopted 
an obituary reference on late Akabbar 
Hossain following a brief discussion on his 
contribution to politics and for people of 
his constituency.

The PM said Akabbar Hossain was an 
honest, sincere and patriotic politician, and 
his demise is a huge loss for the party and 
also for the country.

She also said it is very unfortunate that 
a total of 20 MPs have died in the current 
parliament so far. “It is unfortunate that we 
lost 20 MPs in this parliament,” she said, 
recalling the names of those who have died 
since 2019.

Akabbar 
Hossain 
laid to rest
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Awami League lawmaker 
Md Akabbar Hossain from 
Tangail-7 (Mirzapur) was 
laid to rest at his family 
graveyard in the district 
yesterday.

Akabbar, also president 
of the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on 
Road Transport and Bridges 
Ministry, died at Combined 
Military Hospital, Dhaka 
on Tuesday, aged 65.

He was buried at 
Postkamuri village, 
Mirzapur with state 
honour.

Afzal Khan 
laid to rest
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cumilla

Afzal Khan, a Liberation 
War organiser and an 
Awami League leader, was 
laid to rest at his family 
graveyard in Cumilla 
yesterday.

He was buried at 
Gobindopur after third 
namaz-e-janaza at 4pm. 
LGRD Minister Tazul Islam 
joined the janaza.

Cumilla District 
Administration gave him a 
guard of honour at Town 
Hall. Later, Abu Sayeed Al 
Mahmud Swapan MP and 
organising secretary of AL 
placed a wreath at the coffin 
on prime minister’s behalf. 

Bhasani’s death 
anniv observed
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

The 45th death anniversary 
of Maulana Abdul Hamid 
Khan Bhasani was observed 
yesterday.

Thousands gathered 
at his grave at Santosh in 
Tangail to pay homage to 
the leader of the oppressed 
and downtrodden.

Prof ARM Solaiman, 
vice chancellor (additional 
charges) of Mawlana 
Bhashani Science and 
Technology University, 
along with other teachers 
and students placed 
a wreath at the grave 
followed by Bhasani’s 
family members, different 
political parties, socio-
cultural organisations and 
educational institutions.

Born in Dhangara, 
Sirajganj in 1880, 
Bhasani fought against 
the imperialism and 
oppression of Pakistani 
rulers. He passed away on 
November 17, 1976 in 
Dhaka.

PM mourns
FROM PAGE 5

His first namaz-e-janaza was held at Laxmibazar in Dhaka, 
the second one at Dhaka Judge Court, third one at Supreme 
Court and the fourth one at his village in Dardaria, Kapasia 
upazila, Gazipur. He was laid to rest at his family graveyard.

Of dead and dying
FROM PAGE 5

Additionally, the act does not have any 
provision that prohibits construction 
of any kind of permanent or temporary 
structure within a determined distance 
of water bodies. However, it does 

make mandatory the preservation of 
any water body as large as 0.5 acres or 
more in the the Detailed Area Plan of 
CDA. The mass disappearance of water 
bodies has another possible side-effect 
for port city residents. “It will be tough 

for us to control a fire hazard if a major 
fire breaks out in the city, as most of the 
water bodies are out of water, which  
is a matter of serious concern,” said 
Newton Das, deputy assistant director 
of Chattogram fire service.

Satkhira’s Friendship
FROM PAGE 5

The other two selections are James-Simon-Galerie, an art 
gallery in Berlin, Germany; and Lille Langebro, vehicle-free 
bridge in Copenhagen, Denmark.

Talking to The Daily Star, Kashef Mahboob Chowdhury, 
architect of the Friendship Hospital, yesterday said being 
shortlisted for the RIBA award is an achievement for not 
only his firm but for the whole nation. 

He said as per his knowledge, no other architectural 
design from this region had been selected for the award.

Earlier, Kashef’s firm Urbana received the prestigious 
“Aga Khan Award for Architecture” in 2016 for designing 
the Friendship Centre in Gaibandha. The RIBA awards 
are awarded every two years and are open to any qualified 
architect in the world, for a building of any size, or budget.

Built in Satkhira in 2018 and nestled in the riverine 
Bengal landscape, the Friendship Hospital blends naturally 
into its rural setting.

Morality of victims
FROM PAGE 5

Diversity at Brac, highlighted how defence lawyers used the 
section to ask various demeaning questions during cross-
examination to defile the victim’s character.

Fearing such character assassination in public, rape 
victims often avoid seeking justice, he added.

Huda also said the sufferings of a rape victim cannot 
be addressed only by handing down punishment to the 
accused; the victim must be given compensation.

Bangladesh Press Council Chairman Justice Nizamul 
Huq said victims’ character is not a factor in rape cases. 
“The only factor is whether the rape incident can be 
established.”

MJF Executive Director Shaheen Anam said the Evidence 
Act is used in such a way to attack rape victims that the 
person at one stage loses the will to carry on with the case.

Manusher Jonno Foundation Programme Coordinator 
Ruma Sultana said many rape victims do not file cases 
fearing retaliation. 

President of Bangladesh National Women Lawyers’ 
Association Advocate Salma Ali hoped the government will 
soon implement their demands.

Lawmaker Shameem Haider Patwary, member of 
the standing committee on Ministry of Law, Justice and 
Parliamentary Affairs, said lawyers need to be given training 
on how a rape victim should be questioned. He said it is 
high time that rape laws address the issue of marital rape. 

Panel Lawyer of BLAST Ainun Nahar Lipi said consent is 
very important in rape cases, and the definition of consent 
needs to be defined well in the respective act.

Lawmaker Fazle Hossain Badsha said he will raise voice 
in the parliament on the matter.

Lawmaker Begum Lutfun Nesa Khan observed that even 
after introduction of death penalty, rape incidents have not 
stopped.

Lawmaker Shahiduzzaman Sarker, chairman of standing 
committee on Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary 
Affairs, promised to amend the corresponding act.

4 Gono Adhikar Parishad 
members hurt in BCL attack
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

At least five people, including police members, 
were hurt in a BCL attack on leaders and 
activists of Gono Adhikar Parishad, including 
Nurul Haque Nur, former vice president of 
Ducsu, in Tangail yesterday.

Nur, along with party convener Dr Reza 
Kibria and others, went there to pay tribute 
to Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani at 
his grave on his death anniversary.

Witnesses said around 50 BCL leaders and 
activists of Bhasani Science and Technology 
University attacked the Parishad entourage. 
“Brickbats were thrown targeting my head,” 

Nur told journalists after the attack.
Law enforcers rushed in to save the 

activists, who took shelter in a police van. 
But even when police tried to stop the BCL 
members, attacked them, witnesses said.

Later, police took Nur and others to the 
nearby Kagmari Police Outpost.

Asked, OC Mir Mosharaf Hossain of 
Tangail Sadar Police Station said five 
people received injuries during the attack. 
None had been arrested so far till 2pm 
yesterday.

The Daily Star could not get in touch 
with Rahman Sohel, convener of Tangail 
district unit of BCL.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TEXTILE ENGINEERING AND RESEARCH

Registrar, adviser resign 
over graft allegations
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

The adviser and registrar at National 
Institute of Textile Engineering and 
Research (NITER) in Ashulia have resigned 
after students demonstrated, bringing 
allegations of irregularities and corruption 
against them.

NITER Principal Prof Abdul Mottalib 
confirmed to The Daily Star around 6pm 
yesterday that registrar Kazi Andalib Amin 
and adviser Dr Mizanur Rahman submitted 
their resignation letters, and the governing 
council accepted those.

On Tuesday evening, hundreds of students 
gathered in front of NITER’s administrative 
building at Noyar Haat, and confined the 

registrar and some other teachers to the 
building. The students said the principal and 
16-member governing council are currently 
running the institute. “Before Principal 
Mizanur Rahman retired in October, he 
created a post of adviser -- for himself -- to 
control the institution,” they alleged.

There are allegations of corruption and 
other irregularities against them when he 
was the principal, the demonstrators said.

The registrar could not be reached over 
phone for his comments. Proctor Sadiqur 
Rahman picked up the call but hung up.

Denying the allegations, Dr Mizan said 
he held no official post at the institute. 

A governing body is running the institute 
in a public-private partnership, he said.

Physical books 
will remain 

relevant
Speakers tell Prothom 
Alo anniversary event

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Covid-19 has shown that 
the future of physical 
books is not as bleak as was 
predicted, said speakers 
at a discussion yesterday, 
marking the 23rd founding 
anniversary of Bangla daily 
Prothom Alo.

Even after the digital 
revolution, the sale 
of physical books has 
increased across Europe, 
while it has not decreased 
in Bangladesh, they said 
at the event organised 
at the special exhibition 
“Aloy Adharey” at Dhaka’s 
National Museum. 

They, however, said 
readers have to be served 
with quality books to 
increase readership.

The exhibition -- 
planned and presented by 
artist Wakilur Rahman -- is 
open from 11am to 8pm 
every day and will continue 
till Friday. Special events 
are scheduled from 5pm 
every day. Akbar Ali Khan, 
Anwara Syed Haque and 
Mohiuddin Ahmed joined 
the discussion yesterday. 

In the event, they shared 
their experiences, struggles 
and opinions as writers.

The event was 
moderated by Prothom Alo 
Editor Matiur Rahman.

Brutal, barbaric
FROM PAGE 5

There, he raped and strangled the child. He then put 
the body in a sack and left it beside the police box that 
night, the official said, adding that the next day, Chan Mia 
pretended that he had news of where the body was.

Akhtar said Chan Mia is a thief and does not have an 
income source. A rivalry had grown between him and a 
group, and he did this to his nephew to frame the group.
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