
Podcast on 
Maradona 
REUTERS

A year after Diego 

Maradona died from heart 

failure, Spotify said on 

Tuesday it will launch 

a six-episode podcast 

exploring the final days 

of the Argentine soccer 

great, whose passing 

raised questions about his 

medical treatment.

Featuring never-before-

heard interviews with 

those who were closest 

to the captain of the 

1986 World Cup-winning 

Argentina team, “The Last 

Days of Maradona” will be 

released on Nov. 23, two 

days before the anniversary 

of his death.
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DAY’S EVENTS

NCL (Round 5, Day 4)

Dhaka vs Rangpur, BKSP-4

Khulna vs Sylhet, BKSP-3

Chattogram vs Rajshahi, Sylhet

Dhaka Metro vs Barishal, SICS Academy

Tons for Pritom, Farhad and Pinak
SPORTS REPORTER

Batters dominated on 
the third day of the 
fifth round of the 23rd 
National Cricket League 

as Pritom Kumar, Farhad Reza and 
Pinak Ghosh scored centuries in the 
match between Rajshahi Division and 
Chattogram Division at the Sylhet 
International Cricket Stadium yesterday.

Unbeaten on 85 on the previous 
day, Rajshahi’s Pritom went on to play 
a 117-run knock featuring 11 fours 
and a maximum. Reza scored 111 runs 
as he and Pritom stitched together a 
partnership of 198 runs leading their 
side to 338 for eight before the second 
innings was declared. Farhad struck 
five maximums along with seven fours.

Chasing 414 runs, Chattogram’s 
opener Pinak Ghosh smashed 102 
runs with eight fours and a couple 
of maximums. He strung together a 
151-run partnership with Shahadat 
Hossain for the third wicket. But 

after Shahadat’s departure, the batters 
couldn’t keep the momentum going 
as Chattogram scored 226 runs losing 
seven wickets. Chattogram need 188 
runs to win ahead of the final day with 
three wickets in hand.

Elsewhere in BKSP, Shuvagata 

Hom’s 76 and Nadif Chowdhury’s 82 
led Dhaka Division to 371 runs in their 
first innings against Rangpur Division. 
In reply, Rangpur put on 68 runs for 
one wicket as they trail by 303 runs on 
the final day.

In the other match in BKSP, Soumya 
Sarkar scored a half-century for Khulna 
Division. However, a four-wicket haul 
from Sylhet’s Abu Jayed led his side 
bundle Khulna out for 183 runs.

Meanwhile at SICS academy, fifties 
from Munim Shahriar and Al Amin 

helped Dhaka Metropolis score 303 
runs for seven against Barishal Division 
as they ended the third day leading by 
42 runs. Barishal’s Monir Hossain and 
Sohag Gazi bagged a couple of wickets 
each.

‘Djokovic is the GOAT’ 
REUTERS

The debate over the 
Greatest of All Time 
(GOAT) in men’s tennis 
has divided opinions for 
years but American Pete 
Sampras has no doubt that 
Serbian Novak Djokovic is 

the one.
Djokovic, Roger Federer and Rafa Nadal 

are currently tied at 20 major singles titles 
each and fans and pundits have continued 
to argue over who should be considered the 
‘GOAT’

Djokovic, at 34, the youngest of the 
triumvirate, has been unmatched in 
consistency and success in recent years and 
has already claimed Federer’s long-standing 
record for holding the men’s world number 
one ranking for most weeks.

This month the Serbian broke a tie with 
his childhood idol Sampras by clinching the 
year-end world number one ranking for a 
record seven times.

“Seven years, for him, I’m sure he sees it 

as a bonus to all the majors that he’s won,” 
Sampras, who won 14 major singles titles 
before retiring after the 2002 U.S. Open, was 
quoted as saying by the ATP Tour website.

“But I think he’ll appreciate it more as 
he gets older. He did it at a time where he 
dominated two of the greats, in Roger and 
Rafa, and he handled the next generation of 
players very well – all at the same time.

“I do think what Novak’s done over the 
past 10 years, winning the majors, being 
consistent, finishing number one for seven 
years, to me it’s a clear sign that he is the 
greatest of all time.”

Mancini still confident of WC 
chances; Southgate hails Kane
REUTERS, Belfast

Italy coach 
Roberto Mancini 
was upbeat 
about his 
side’s chances 
of playing 

at the 2022 World Cup despite the 
European champions missing out on 
an automatic qualification spot on 
Monday.

Four months on from their Euro 
2020 success, Italy’s 0-0 draw in 
Northern Ireland meant Switzerland 
finished top of World Cup qualifying 
Group C following their 4-0 win over 
Bulgaria in Lucerne, condemning 
Mancini’s men to the playoffs.

It is the second successive World 
Cup qualification campaign that Italy 
have only made the playoffs, with three 
teams from the 12 involved this time 
around progressing to Qatar.

The Azzurri failed to qualify for a 
World Cup finals tournament for the 
first time since 1958 four years ago 
after defeat by Sweden in the playoffs 
over two legs.

“I am very confident for the 
playoffs,” Mancini told RAI Sport. 
“Maybe we will even win the World 
Cup finals.

“We can’t do anything about it now, 
we have these (playoff) games in March 
and will try to give our best.

“It’s a pity, because we should have 

sealed the group long before it came to 
this. We just need to rediscover what we 
were all about up until today.”

Switzerland’s four-goal winning 
margin meant Italy would have had 
to win by three goals in Belfast, but 
the injury-hit visitors offered little in 
attack all match, with Northern Ireland 
having the best chances to claim 
victory.

“We knew that it was difficult 
coming here. We gave our all and 

were unable to score,” Italy forward 
Domenico Berardi said.

“They put all their defenders behind 
the ball and it was difficult to break 
them down.

“It is disappointing we didn’t already 
seal the group earlier. We have to roll 
our sleeves up, prepare for March and 
book our spot at the World Cup.”

Meanwhile, England coach Gareth 
Southgate has backed Harry Kane 
to overtake Wayne Rooney as the 

country’s all-time leading scorer 
after the Tottenham Hotspur striker 
netted four goals in Monday’s 10-0 
demolition of San Marino in the World 
Cup qualifiers.

England booked their place in a 
seventh successive World Cup finals 
with their win over San Marino as Kane 
took his international tally to 48 goals 
and moved joint-third on the all-time 
list with Gary Lineker.

The 28-year-old, who scored a hat-
trick against Albania last week, is five 
goals behind record scorer Rooney.

“I think that will definitely be one 
of his goals,” Southgate told reporters 
on Monday.

“And the remarkable thing is we 
haven’t given him the opportunities of 
nights like tonight (against lower-ranked 
teams) too often... He understood that, 
but he has huge personal ambitions as 
well as the team ones.

“He showed again the clinical 
nature and the mentality he has got. It 
is almost not ‘if’ he is going to break 
the record but ‘when’. And what he 
might do with it once he is beyond that 
point.”

Kane took his calendar-year haul for 
England to a new record of 16, became 
the first England player to score back-
to-back hat-tricks since Tommy Taylor 
in 1957 and the first to score four in 
a match since Ian Wright against San 
Marino in 1993.

Harry Kane scored four goals against San Marino on Monday in a World Cup Qualifier fixture, taking his calendar-

year haul for England to a new record of 16.   PHOTO: TWITTER


