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Why are dengue
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Additionally, climate change is disrupting the seasons, 
further exacerbating the problem. “We are experiencing 
early and late rain showers due to climate change,” he said.

Entomologist Manzur Chowdhury, former president 
of Zoological Society of Bangladesh, said Dhaka city 
corporations have failed to take effective steps to control 
Aedes mosquitoes. 

He also said the number of dengue patients for this year 
is actually higher than the numbers being reported.

Dr Md Nazmul Islam, director (disease control) of 
DGHS, said early monsoon and intermittent rain led to the 
high number of dengue patients this year. But the situation 
is better compared to 2019, when the number crossed the 
one lakh mark. He, however, said that the dengue situation 
is now under control and will improve gradually.

After the dengue virus enters a community, it does not 
go away completely, as eggs remain viable for a long time, 
he explained.

Dhaka North City Corporation (DNCC) Chief Health 
Officer Brig Gen Jobaidur Rahman said they are continuing 
their drive against Aedes and Culex mosquitoes.

“We’ve tried a lot to make people aware, but we’ve 
decided to start taking action if they do not clean containers 
and their premises,” he said.

Dhaka South City Corporation’s spokesperson Md Abu 
Nasher said they are continuing to spray larvicide and 
adulticide every day, and are also fogging areas surrounding 
houses of dengue patients, after getting data from DGHS.

“We will conduct cleaning activities in 12 water bodies 
of DSCC from December 1, as Culex mosquitoes also 
proliferate during the dry season,” he said.

The dominion of Sahebs
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With the robbers gone, their place has been 
taken by a group of influential people, 
widely known as “Sahebs”. Currently, the 
situation at the island is so grave that no 
one dares to sell a single fish or fishing boat 
without the Sahebs’ permission.

When this correspondent visited Dublar 
Char early this month, locals claimed there 
are 15 Sahebs in the island, who mainly 
take permission from the forest department 
for fishing inside the forest for the season. 

After obtaining the permits, they’re 
handed over to the anglers, but there’s a 
catch. The permits are given only to those 
anglers who agree to take a loan from the 
Sahebs and sell their fish to them.

Contacted, Divisional Forest Officer 
Mohammad Belayet Hossain said they give 
out permits this way to ensure discipline in 
the forest. “This year, Kamal [Kamal Uddin 
alias Kamal Mama, leader of the Sahebs] 
and his group got 985 permits from us,” 
he said. Each permit costs Tk 10,000, said 
forest department sources.

Talking to this newspaper, Kamal Uddin 
refuted all allegations, saying he was not 
involved in any kind of irregularities.

“The anglers can finally move freely 
inside the forest now that the robbers 
are gone. And all this has been possible 
because of my contributions,” he claimed.

The island’s fishing industry has seen a 
steady increase in revenues. According to 
forest department data, the government 
earned Tk 3.22 crore in revenue for the 
2020-21 financial year. This was Tk 2.73 
crore in 2019-20 and Tk 2.46 crore for the 
2018-19 fiscal.

This is a sharp rise when compared to 

the stats of prior years. In 2015-16, the 
revenue was Tk 1.70 crore, while in 2016-
17 it was Tk 2.28 crore.

Forest officer Belayet said this is mainly 
due to the surrender of the robber gangs, 
which has not only brought peace to the 
island but also attracted more people to it 
during fishing season.

The government collects Tk 500 for every 
quintal of dry shrimp, while for other types 
of fish, the rate goes up to Tk 2,000 or even 
Tk 2,500, said Belayet.

Beside this, the forest department also 
charges Tk 50.52 for living in the island 
during this five months. However, it is free 
to build and live in a makeshift house in 
the island, or use open spaces to dry fish, 
the officials said.

But even here, the Sahebs barge in. Iqbal 
Sheikh, who set up a hotel in the island, 
claimed that they have to pay Tk 3,000 to 
Tk 4,000 to the Sahebs for each shop set up 
there, depending on size. 

“The Sahebs justify this by claiming 
they collect the amount to pay to the forest 
department,” Iqbal told this correspondent.

However, forest officer Belayet said they 
are not aware of any such exchange.

Over the years, Dublar Char has become 
a lively little island, especially during 
the fishing season. For a place so remote, 
its New Market boasts everything from 
kitchen items and mobile financial service 
providers, to electronic stores.

Locals said life has been getting better 
there after the robbers’ headed out in 2018. 
But with the Sahebs posing a new kind of 
menace over the island, it seems like the 
good life is still a mile away for them, they 
added.

It’s disrespectful
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The forum believes that such a verdict will increase the 
number of rape incidents and worsen the situation for 
female victims. It also urged the judiciary to make the 
observation of judges subtle and more accurate to prevent 
violence against women. 

2 held for killing
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worked in Dinajpur from 1990 to 2005, where he got 
introduced to Zakir. After retirement, he bought a plot of 
land in Dinajpur and built a house, where Zakir mediated as 
a broker. Zakir, well aware of Shahid’s background, planned 
to embezzle the land by faking documents after killing him.

Khandaker Al Moin said Saiful and Zakir confessed that 
they were staying at a hotel in Kalyanpur as per the plan. 
When Shahid came to meet Zakir at the pre-arranged time, 
Zakir took him to Shyamoli’s Holy Lane alley and signalled 
Saiful to go for the kill. 

Meanwhile, a caller from Dinajpur informed Zakir 
that Shahid was admitted to Suhrawardy hospital. Zakir 
changed his bus ticket to 9:30 pm and paid a visit to the 
hospital to clear his alibi, informed Rab. Later, Zakir and 
Saiful tried to leave the city through Kalyanpur bus stand, 
but his shoes gave him away to investigators. 

Dr Rubaiul 

Murshed makes 

‘50 Leading 

Lights’ list 
CITY DESK

Dr Rubaiul Murshed, 
founding chairperson of 
Shomman Foundation, 
has been chosen as a 
top 50 kind leader by 
Kindness and Leadership 
(50 Leading Lights, Asia 
Pacific).

In a press release, the 
organisation said, “Rubaiul 
is a kindness activist who 
has authored a number 
of books published in 
India and Bangladesh. 
He completed his post-
graduation in pediatric 
surgery in London and 
founded Shomman, an 
NGO that seeks to improve 
the working conditions 
of domestic and other 
helping hands (numbering 
millions) in South Asia and 
the Middle East.”

Every year, the 50 
Leading Lights campaign 
showcases 50 leaders 
building a new status 
quo by impacting others 
through kindness.

NSU-NASPAA 
conference ends
CITY DESK

The closing session of the 
3-day NSU-NASPAA South 
Asia Virtual Conference 
was held on Sunday. 

The conference on 
“Preparing Public Leaders 
in South Asia for a Post 
Pandemic World” was 
organised by the South 
Asian Institute of Policy 
and Governance at North 
South University, the 
Network of Schools of 
Public Policy, Affairs, 
and Administration 
(NASPAA) of USA, and 
the JSW School of Public 
Policy, Indian Institute of 
Management Ahmedabad, 
India, said a press release

Bhawani Prasad 
Khapung, state minister at 
Nepal’s Ministry of Health 
and Population, was chief 
guest at the session.

Winners at the award-giving ceremony for the 

competition “Banglar Mukh”, which featured 

photographs taken by Prothom Alo readers, yesterday 

at the capital’s National Museum. The competition was 

part of the celebrations marking the 23rd anniversary 

of the Bangla daily. For the competition, 896 individuals 

submitted 3,958 photographs, while 100 from those 

were selected for display. PHOTO: COURTESY

Khulna’s mosquito
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“We urge residents to aid us in dealing with mosquitoes, 
otherwise we won’t be able to solve this with our shortage 
of staffers,” he said.
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