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Movements of heavy vehicles remain suspended since this portion of the Deldua-Laohati 

road at Elechipur in Tangail’s Delduar upazila collapsed on the Elongjani river nearly a 

month ago, causing untold sufferings to locals as well as people living in nearby areas.

B’BARIA RLY STATION

Operation 
resumes after 

232 days
OUR CORRESPONDENT, B’baria

Brahmanbaria Railway 
Station, which remained 
closed since March 26 
-- following violence 
unleashed by the supporters 
and activists of Hefajat-e-
Islam, resumed operations 
yesterday.

After 232 days of 
suspension, Railways 
Minister Mohammad Nurul 
Islam Sujan reopened the 
intercity train stoppage 
at the station yesterday 
morning by waving flag of 
Jayantika Express train at 
Kamalapur Railway Station. 

The train stoppage 
was closed for last 232 
days, after supporters and 
activists of Hefajat-e-Islam 
vandalised and torched the 
station including the station 
master’s room, operating 
room, VIP room, ticket 
counter, signal equipment, 
level crossing gate and other 
installations on March 26 
this year, centring the visit 
of Indian Prime Minister 
Norendra Modi.

Woman kills 
son, then 
tries to take 

own life
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
PABNA

A woman allegedly killed 
her five-year-old son and 
then tried to take her own 
life at their residence in 
Sirajganj Sadar upazila on 
Friday night. 

Victim Limon Hossain 
was son of Imrul Kayes of 
Chandidasgati village.

Injured Lipi Khatun, 
25, Imrul’s wife, is now 
undergoing treatment at 
Sirajganj 250-bed General 
Hospital under police 
custody.

OC of Sirajganj Sadar 
Police Station Nazrul Islam 
said Lipi first strangled her 
minor son to death and then 
tried to take her own life by 
stabbing herself with a knife.

Fire station lies unused 

due to narrow road
OUR CORRESPONDENT, PATUAKHALI

The building for the fire station in Galachipa 
upazila town was constructed 20 months ago. 
Necessary manpower and two fire trucks have 
also been allocated already. 

But the townspeople are still deprived of the 
protection that the station could have rendered 
to them. 

If the fire station was in service, destruction of 
nine shops in fire in Naluabagi area of the town 
on September 10 could have been prevented, 
said Nasir Uddin, chairman of Golkhali Union 
Parishad.

Mohammad Nizamuddin, assistant director 
of Fire Service and Civil Defence in Patuakhali, 
said the adjacent road that connects Galachipa 
town with the fire station is too narrow and 
unfit for the movement of fire trucks and other 
emergency vehicles.

Under the circumstances, they did not 
yet receive the station officially from Public 
Works Department (PWD) that constructed it. 
“We have informed the PWD and Galachipa 
municipality authorities of the matter.” 

Necessary workforce including firemen, 
vehicle drivers, station officers, a leader and two 
fire trucks have already been allocated for the 
station, classified under second class category, 
and two ambulances are also in the process of 
being allocated for it.

The road belongs to Galachipa municipality 
and as soon as the municipality makes necessary 
improvements to the road, they would start 
operations of the station, he also hoped. 

According to data from PWD in Patuakhali, 

as part of a project undertaken for building 
156 fire stations in some priority districts and 
upazilas in the country, the construction work 
on the station for Galachipa upazila town 
started in 2017 on 33 decimals of land alongside 
the road leading to Galachipa old launch dock.

The construction finished in February 2020 at 
a cost of Tk 3.29 crore and ever since, they wrote 
to the Fire Service and Civil Defence authorities 
several times for the formal handover of the 
station, said Executive Engineer Harun Ar 
Rashid of Patuakhali PWD.

As the fire department raised objection 
regarding the adjacent road, they already urged 
the Galachipa municipality to rebuild it, he 
added.

Contacted, Galachipa Mayor Ahsanul Haque 
Tuhin said the process of rebuilding the road 
was already underway and they sent a project 
proposal to the ministry concerned for building 
a 1.5-kilometre-long road with reinforced 
concrete casting (RCC), at a cost of Tk 4.75 
crore.

They would start work as soon as the fund is 
allocated, he added.  

Though completed about two years ago, the Fire Service and Civil Defence have not been able to use this fire 

station building due to this road that they said is too narrow and unfit for movement of their fire trucks and other 

vehicles. The photo was taken recently. 

Mohammad Nizamuddin, assistant 

director of Fire Service and Civil De-

fence in Patuakhali, said the adjacent 

road that connects Galachipa town 

with the fire station is too narrow and 

unfit for the movement of fire trucks 

and other emergency vehicles.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Three unemployed friends of Sharsha 
upazila in Jashore have started stinging 
catfish (shing) farming using modern 
techniques.

Their farming technique has proven 
to be very effective and brought them 
solvency. Seeing their success, many others 
in the area have also started farming the 
tasty variety of catfish.

Aftab Hossain, 50, son of late Matleb 
Biswas of Swarupdah village in the 
upazila, Abdur Rashid, 45, son of late 
Raihan Sardar of Wapda canal area of 
Shibchandrapur and Sohag Hossain, son 
of Matiar Rahman of the same village, are 
jointly farming the fish. 

Visiting the spot, it was found that they 
are raising 5,000 fries in their 32-decimal 
pond. Each of the fries weighs four grams.

They have used modern machines 
inside the pond to clean fish droppings. 
The wastes are being used as organic 
fertilizer in vegetable cultivation next to 
the pond.

Abdur Rashid, one of the three friends, 
worked for five years at a large fish hatchery 
in Belapur, Maharashtra. He gathered 
the know-how of farming endangered 
stinging catfish using modern technology. 
He returned to the country and decided 
to start his own catfish farm. But he did 
not have the capital to initiate the venture. 
Later, he got his two other friends involved 
in the farming.

Abdur Rashid, with the help of his two 
friends, first leased a pond. 

Using their own technology, they are 
also producing high-quality fish feed 
using local ingredients like earthworms, 
snails, salt, treacle and honey.

Fish farmer Abdur Rashid said that due 

to lack of proper farming method the tails 
of stinging catfish bend within two to 
three months.

“But we are not experiencing the 
problem due to adopting modern farming 
techniques and if anybody contacts us, we 
will help them,” he said.

“We have a plan to expand the 
farming of stinging catfish using modern 
technology. But it is not possible only with 
willpower, therefore we seek the help of 
the government,” he added.

Sharsha Upazila Senior Fisheries Officer 
Abul Hasan said that he has already visited 
the farm jointly run by the three friends.

“I have given various suggestions on 
the technical aspects of stinging catfish 
farming. And I have also assured them that 
if they want to take a bank loan, we will 
give them full support,” said Hasan.

Stinging catfish 
farming showing 
prospect

Three friends of Jashore’s Sharsha 

upazila have joined hands to cultivate the 

tasty variety of catfish adopting modern 

technology. 
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