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Rakhine rebels in first clash 
with troops in Maungdaw
Junta charges US journo with ‘terrorism’, sedition
AGENCIES

Myanmar junta troops have clashed with 
fighters from a major militant group in 
Rakhine state, breaking a ceasefire that kept 
the peace in the western region since the 
coup, a rebel spokesman said yesterday.

The Southeast Asian country has been 
in chaos since the February putsch, with a 
brutal crackdown on dissent and increased 
fighting in borderlands involving ethnic 
armed organisations.

Days after the coup, the 
junta reaffirmed a commitment 
to a ceasefire with the Arakan 
Army (AA), which has fought 
a bloody war for autonomy for 
Rakhine state’s ethnic Rakhine 
population.

The ceasefire freed up military troops to 
battle local “self-defence forces” that have 
sprung up across the country in opposition 
to the military.

“Around 11:00am yesterday, there was 
a clash for a few minutes in the north of 
Maungdaw,” an AA spokesman told AFP.

“It was because the Myanmar military 
entered the area. Casualty details are not 
known yet.”

Clashes between the AA and the military 
in 2019 displaced over 200,000 people 
across the state, one of Myanmar’s poorest, 
reports AFP.

“I think it’s getting a little testy, but so far 
may not escalate if the Tatmadaw don’t have 
the troops / firepower to really take on the 
AA,” said analyst David Mathieson, using 
another name for Myanmar’s military.

Meanwhile, an American journalist 
detained in military-ruled Myanmar 
accused of incitement is facing new charges 
of sedition and terrorism, his lawyer said 
yesterday, in a setback for US efforts to 
secure his release, reports Reuters.

Danny Fenster, 37, who was 
managing editor of Frontier 
Myanmar, a top independent 
news site, was detained at 
Yangon’s international airport 
in May as he attempted to take 
a flight out of the country.

The junta ended a 19-month internet 
shutdown in the state of around one 
million after the coup.

The regime has also announced that 
a member of a local Rakhine nationalist 
party will be joining its cabinet.
Rakhine state, home to both the Rohingya 
and a largely Buddhist ethnic Rakhine 
majority, has been a tinderbox of conflict 
for decades.
The military drove out more than 740,000 
Rohingya Muslims from the state in a 2017 
campaign that United Nations investigators 
have called genocide.

STRING OF TARGETED KILLINGS

India sends thousands 
more troops to J&K
AFP, Srinagar

India has sent thousands more paramilitary troops into 
its section of Kashmir, already one of the world’s most 
militarised zones, after a string of targeted killings by 
suspected rebels in recent weeks, officials said yesterday.

New Delhi has for decades stationed at least 500,000 
soldiers in the divided Himalayan territory, which is also 
claimed and partially controlled by arch-rival Pakistan.

“Around 2,500 troops have arrived and they were 
deployed all over Kashmir valley,” Abhiram Pankaj, a 
spokesman for the paramilitary Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF), told AFP.

More were on their way to the restive territory, he added.
Around 5,000 extra paramilitaries in all were being 

deployed from this week, including from India’s Border 
Security Force (BSF), according to a police officer speaking 
to AFP on condition of anonymity.

Some of the troops are housed in civilian community 
halls that have been fortified with new sandbag bunkers, 
reminiscent of the early 1990s when an armed insurgency 
against Indian rule was at its peak. That rebellion has 
significantly waned in the years since tens of thousands of 
people, mostly civilians, were killed in the conflict.

A dozen people have been gunned down since last month 
in what appeared to be targeted assassinations, including 
police, migrant workers from northern Indian states and 
local members of the Sikh and Hindu communities.

UN: Ethiopia 

detains 72 

WFP drivers
AFP, Addis Ababa

The United Nations said 
yesterday that Ethiopia 
had detained 72 drivers 
working for the World 
Food Programme (WFP) in 
the country’s conflict-torn 
north.

The news, which came a 
day after the UN reported 
the arrests of 22 employees 
in the capital Addis 
Ababa, is likely to further 
inflame tensions with the 
government following a 
decision in September to 
expel seven senior UN 
officials for “meddling” in 
the country’s affairs.

A UN spokesperson said 
the new detentions had 
occurred in the capital of 
Afar province, on the only 
functional road leading into 
famine-threatened Tigray. 

Ethiopia declared a state 
of emergency on Nov 2.

5,000 crossing into Iran daily
Says aid group; India hosts first regional meeting 

on Afghanistan since Taliban takeover
AGENCIES

Up to 5,000 Afghan refugees a day 
are crossing into neighbouring Iran, 
compounding the already heavy burden 
it faces hosting an estimated 3.6 million 
Afghans, a relief group said yesterday.

The Norwegian Refugee 
Council called for more 
international support 
for Iran, which despite 
facing tough US economic 
sanctions, operates what the 
council described as one of 
the most inclusive refugee policies in the 
world.

“Iran cannot be expected to host so 
many Afghans with so little support 
from the international community,” the 
council’s secretary general Jan Egeland said 
after a visit to Iran this week.

“There must be an immediate scale 
up of aid both inside Afghanistan and in 

neighbouring countries like Iran, before 
the deadly winter cold.”

The new US special envoy for Afghanistan 
will visit Pakistan this week for a meeting 
with the Taliban foreign minister and 
senior diplomats from China and Russia, a 

Pakistani official and the US 
State Department said.

Meanwhile, Diplomats 
and security analysts from 
Afghanistan’s neighbours, 
with the notable exceptions 
of China and Pakistan, 

gathered in New Delhi yesterday to discuss 
how to engage with the country’s Taliban 
rulers. Convened less than three months 
after the withdrawal of the last US and 
Western forces from Kabul, the Delhi 
Regional Security Dialogue for Afghanistan 
was attended by representatives from 
India, Iran, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, 
reports Reuters.

Pak SC grills PM on talks with TTP
Questions govt’s inaction against those responsible for Army school attack in 2014

DAWN ONLINE

Pakistan’s Supreme Court yesterday grilled Prime 
Minister Imran Khan over the government’s 
inaction against those responsible for the 
Army Public School (APS) attack in 2014 and 
the ongoing talks with the Tehreek-i-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP).

A three-judge bench — headed by Chief 
Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Gulzar Ahmed, and 
comprising Justice Qazi Mohammad Amin 
Ahmed and Justice Ijazul Ahsan — summoned 
the Prime Minister in connection with the case 
around 10:00am. He arrived at the court roughly 
two hours later, just before noon.

A total of 147 people, 132 of them children, 
were martyred when TTP militants stormed 
the APS-Warsak School, in Peshawar, in 2014. 
The government is in talks with the TTP over 
a “reconciliation process”, with Information 
Minister Fawad Chaudhry having announced 
on Monday that a “complete ceasefire” had been 
reached with the banned outfit.

During the hearing, Justice Amin reminded 
the premier that Pakistan is not a small country. 

“We have the sixth largest army in the world,” 
he said.

With regards to media reports regarding 
negotiations with the TTP, Justice Amin 
questioned whether “we are bringing them 
[TTP] back to the negotiating table instead of 
taking action against them?”

“Are we going to surrender once again?” 
Justice Amin asked the premier.

As the three-member bench continued to 
grill the premier, at one point the latter asked 
for a chance to speak, given that he had been 
summoned for the hearing.

But the judges continued to fire questions at 
him.

CJP Gulzar said, “You are in power. The 
government is also yours. What did you do? You 
brought those guilty to the negotiating table.”

“The satisfaction of the parents [who lost 
their children in the APS attack] is necessary,” 
said Justice Ahsan addressing the premier.

A day earlier, the information minister said 
that the government will give a chance to 
those factions of the TTP that are not directly 
involved in terrorism and are ready to honour 
Pakistan’s Constitution and law, whereas the 
hardcore TTP terrorists involved in the killing of 
innocent people and still wanting to continue 
their nefarious activities will be dealt with an 
iron hand. 

The decision was taken at a meeting of the 
federal cabinet presided over by Prime Minister 
Imran on Tuesday.

Speaking at a press conference, Chaudhry 
said: “If all of them express their allegiance to 
the Constitution of Pakistan and undertake to 
respect the law of the country, obviously, we will 
give them a chance.”

‘They don’t understand the 
variety of different cultures’

Dalai Lama slams China’s leaders
REUTERS, Tokyo

Tibet’s spiritual leader the Dalai Lama 
criticised the leaders of China yesterday 
saying they “don’t understand the variety 
of different cultures” there and 
there is too much control by the 
main Han ethnic group.

But he also said he had nothing 
against “Chinese brothers 
and sisters” as fellow humans 
and he broadly supported the 
ideas behind Communism and 
Marxism.

The 86-year-old Dalai Lama, 
taking part in an online news 
conference anchored in Tokyo, was 
answering a question about whether the 
international community should consider 
boycotting the Beijing Winter Olympics 
over the suppression of minorities, 
including those in the western region of 
Xinjiang.

“I know Communist Party leaders since 
Mao Zedong. Their ideas (are) good. But 
sometimes they do much extreme, tight 

control,” he said from his base in India, 
adding he thought things would change in 
China under a new generation of leaders.

“Regarding Tibet and also Xinjiang, 
we have our own unique culture, so the 

more narrow-minded Chinese 
Communist leaders, they do 
not understand the variety of 
different cultures.”

Noting that China consisted 
not only of ethnic Han people 
but also other, different, groups, 
he added: “In reality, too much 
control by Han people.”

China seized control of Tibet 
after its troops entered the region in 1950 
in what it calls a “peaceful liberation”. Tibet 
has since become one of the most restricted 
and sensitive areas in the country.

Beijing regards the Dalai Lama, who 
fled to India in 1959 after a failed uprising 
against Chinese rule, as a dangerous 
“splittist” or separatist. He has worked 
for decades to draw global support for 
linguistic and cultural autonomy in his 
remote, mountainous homeland.

A man points at surveillance cameras in the flashpoint Palestinian city of Hebron yesterday. Israel’s army has deployed a sweeping personal 

data collection programme using facial recognition technology targeting Palestinians in parts of the occupied West Bank, an organisation that 

works with former soldiers said. PHOTO: AFP

A youth uses a fridge as raft along a flooded section of Marina beach following a heavy monsoon rainfall in 

Chennai, India yesterday. PHOTO: AFP
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