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SOLAR-POWERED INSECT TRAP 

A potential alternative to pesticide
Patuakhali farmers gain firsthand experience of using the ecofriendly 
technology that detects and controls pests
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Farmers of Patuakhali are getting the 
opportunity to use the solar-powered insect 
trap that kills most of the pests that wreak 
havoc on crops. 

A solar-powered insect trap stores power 
in a battery, with which a bulb glows for 
four hours from sunset. The harmful 
insects and flies hovering over the crops in 
search of food get attracted to the bright 
light and perish on the toxic water kept in 
a tub beneath it. 

The agricultural officials come to the 
fields in the morning and observe the 
dead insects in the water of the tub. They 
identify the number of beneficial insects 
and harmful insects among the dead 
insects. Later, they advise the farmers to 
use pesticides in the field if the number of 
harmful insects is high.

Farmers are getting the opportunity to 
use this environment friendly technology 
for free and are benefiting from pest 
management. 

However, the farmers and field-level 
agricultural officials said that the number of 

traps is lesser than needed. This technology 
has been proven to be beneficial to the 
farmers to protect the crop from the attack 
of harmful insects.

Yunus Hawlader, a farmer of Shiali 
village under Patuakhali Sadar upazila, 
has cultivated aman paddy on his 
two acres of land this year. He used 
kerosene oil-fueled light traps last year 
to prevent a pest invasion. But this year, 
the Department of Agriculture Extension 
(DAE) has set up a solar-powered insect 
trap on his paddy field. 

“I prefer the technology provided by the 
DAE as it is eco-friendly and cheaper than 
kerosene-fueled one. As a result, we can use 
it with ease,” he said.

Farmer Abdul Latif, a neighbour of 
Yunus, has cultivated aman on his three 
acres of land. A solar-powered insect trap 
has also been installed beside his paddy 
field. 

The technology is very beneficial and 
not harmful to the environment, he added.

Abdul Mannan, another farmer in the 
village, said the number of solar-powered 

insect traps should be increased so that 
more farmers can have access to the 
technology.

Abdul Awal, deputy assistant agriculture 
officer of Shiali area, said the solar-
powered insect trap is very useful for 
farmers and it can play a crucial role to 
prevent pest invasion without harming the 
environment. 

As it is cost-effective and environment 
friendly, farmers are showing interest to use 
it, he said.

“However, the allocation of the traps 
is lesser than required. My work area 
comprises three villages but I have been 
provided only four such traps. More farmers 
would have been benefited, if the number 
of the traps had been increased,” he added.

Md Mohiuddin, deputy director of 
Patuakhali DAE, said that only 180 solar-
powered insect traps have been distributed 
in eight upazilas of Patuakhali. These 
include 24 traps in Patuakhali Sadar upazila 
and Kalapara each and 22 traps each in 
Baufal, Galachipa, Dashmina, Mirzaganj, 
Dumki and Rangabali upazilas.

A solar-powered insect trap is seen at an Aman paddy field in Patuakhali’s Dumki upazila. PHOTO: STAR 

UP POLLS IN CHAPAINAWABGANJ, RAJSHAHI

19 indigenous women 
join the race

OUR CORRESPONDENT, C’nawabganj

At least 19 indigenous women are contesting 
the union parishad elections, set to be held in 
Chapainawabganj and Rajshahi on November 11 
this year.

Most of the female contestants are homemakers 
and farm labourers.

In Gomostapur upazila of Chapainawabganj, 
three women from Orao community are running 
for member posts at Parbotipur Union Parishad.

Parbotipur union is home to around 850 
indigenous families, said Bichitra Tirki, who is 
running for an unreserved member post in Ward 
number 2 with election symbol of rooster. 

Bichitra, who is also the president of Jatiya 
Adibasi Parishad’s Chapainawabganj district unit, 
said in 2011, she was elected a member in the 
ward under reserved seat for women. 

This year she is contesting the polls along with 
male contenders for an unreserved member post 
because she wants her voice be heard in the union 
parishad, she added. 

Among the other two indigenous women who 
are running in the polls, Laxmi Tirki’s election 
symbol is helicopter while Ameswari’s symbol is 
loud speaker.

Rongila Toppo, a homemaker from an 
indigenous community in Jinarpur village, said it 
would be a matter of great pride if members of 
their community won in the election. 

Uttarbango Adibasi Forum President Hingu 
Murmu hoped that such participation of women 
in the elections will empower women in the 
community and encourage more of them break 

barriers in near future.
According to Gomostapur upazila Election 

Officer Sirajul Islam, Parbotipur union has a total 
of 27,160 voters.

In Godagari and Tanore upazilas of Rajshahi, 
more than fifteen indigenous women are 
contesting the polls in seven union parishads, 
said Jatiya Adibasi Parishad.

Seven of them are from Santal, two from 
Roy, two from Gorat, one from Orao, one from 
Mahato, one from Kole, and one from Mahali 
community.

Among the female contenders running for 
member posts, Kostatina Hasda is running in 
Dewpura union; Julita Kisku, Kanchona Bala 
Mahato and Selina Khalko in Gogram union; 
Safina Hemrom, Guney Rani Roy, Prova Rani 
Roy, Basonti Murmu and Prova Roy in Mohonpur 
union; Shyamoli Sardar and Shefali Murmu in 
Hrishikul union; Chandona Bala in Godagari 
union under Godagari upazila; and Susanna 
Mardi in Badhair union; and Sanoti Hasda, 
Amena Tudu and Somiron Murmu are running in 
Kolma union under Tanore upazila of Rajshahi.

Of them, Chandona Bala is contesting the polls 
for an unreserved member post while others are 
contesting for member posts reserved for women.

Bimal Kumar Rajoar, president of Jatiya 
Adibasi Parishad’s Rajshahi district unit and also 
organising secretary of the organisation’s central 
committee, said if elected, representation of the 
indigenous communities in local governments 
will help empower the indigenous communities, 
especially the women.

Bichitra Tirki, right, an indigenous woman, is contesting this year’s election to Parbotipur Union 

Parishad under Gomostapur upazila of Chapainawabganj. She is running for an unreserved 

member post. The election is scheduled for November 11. PHOTO: RABIUL HASAN


