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Quotes
of the day

     It just is a 
gigantic 

issue and they 
walked away. How 
do you do that 
and claim to be 
able to have any 
leadership?

JOE BIDEN ON XI JINPING’S 
ABSENCE FROM COP26

     The Tigray 
conflict has 

been marked by 
extreme brutality. 
The gravity and 
seriousness of 
the violations and 
abuses we have 
documented 
underscore the 
need to hold 
perpetrators 
accountable on all 
sides.

THE UN RIGHTS CHIEF 
MICHELLE BACHELET AS 

FIGHTING ESCALATES IN 
ETHIOPIA 

     The truth 
is we are 

not equal in the 
face of the climate 
crisis. Poor and 
marginalised 
people ... are hit 
hardest. It is an 
unjust birthright 
of the rich and 
privileged to be 
protected from 
many of the effects 
of climate change.”

MARY ROBINSON, FORMER 
IRISH PRESIDENT AND 

FORMER UN HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSIONER

Nuke talks would fail 
without guarantees: Iran

Negotiations to revive Iran’s 2015 nuclear 
agreement with world powers will fail unless 

US President Joe Biden can guarantee that 
Washington will not again abandon the 

pact, the head of Iran’s Supreme National 
Security Council said yesterday. “The US 

President, lacking authority, is not ready to 
give guarantees. If the current status quo 

continues, the result of negotiations is clear,” Ali 
Shamkhani said in a tweet. Iran is expected to 

give an exact date this week for the resumption 
of talks with the powers, scheduled for end 

of November according to Iranian top nuclear 
negotiator Ali Bagheri-Kani.

Bus crash kills 20 in POK 
At least 20 people including children were 
killed yesterday when a bus plunged into a 
ravine in Pakistan-administered Kashmir, 
officials said. “The bus carrying up to 40 

passengers was going to Rawalpindi when it 
plunged into a deep ravine while negotiating 

a sharp turn,” local disaster management 
authority official Raja Moazzam told AFP. 
He blamed speeding for the accident. The 

accident took place in the remote area 
some 160 kilometres (95 miles) east of 
Muzaffarabad, the capital of Pakistan-

administered Kashmir.

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS

MORE NEWS 

Minneapolis votes ‘no’ 
on replacing police dept 

Voters in Minneapolis, where the murder of 
George Floyd last year sparked worldwide 
protests, on Tuesday rejected the idea of 
replacing the city’s troubled police force. 

Over 56 percent voted against amending the 
Minneapolis City Charter to create the new 
department, which would provide “public 
safety functions through a comprehensive 

public health approach,” according to official 
election results. The May 2020 murder of 

Floyd, a 46-year-old Black man, by a white 
police officer sparked protests against police 
brutality in Minneapolis and other US cities 

and calls in some progressive Democratic 
quarters to “defund the police.” The former 

police officer, Derek Chauvin, was convicted 
of murder and manslaughter for Floyd’s death 

and sentenced to 22 1/2 years in prison.

Taliban bans Afghans from 
using foreign currencies

Afghanistan’s Taliban government announced a 
ban on the use of foreign currencies on Tuesday, 

threatening further disruption to an already 
ailing economy. Since the Islamist group seized 

power in mid-August, the national currency 
the Afghani has depreciated and the country’s 
reserves are frozen abroad. Meanwhile, many 

transactions inside the country are conducted in 
US dollars, and in areas close to southern border 
trade routes Pakistani rupees are used. But, in a 
press statement, Taliban spokesman Zabiullah 

Mujahid declared that from now on anyone 
using foreign currency for domestic business 

would be prosecuted.

THIS DAY IN 
HISTORY

NOVEMBER 04

1942 - British troops 
defeated the Germans 
under General Erwin 

Rommel at El Alamein 
in Egypt after a 12-day 

battle during World WarII.

1979 - Iranian militants 
seized the US embassy in 
Tehran and captured 90 
hostages; 52 were held 

captive for 444 days.

1995 - Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
was assassinated as he 
left a peace rally in Tel 

Aviv.

SOURCE: REUTERS

India’s homegrown 
shot gets WHO nod
US okays vaccination for kids 5-11 
REUTERS

The World Health Organization (WHO) yesterday said it 
had approved Indian drugmaker Bharat Biotech’s Covid-19 
vaccine for emergency use, paving the way for the homegrown 
shot to be accepted as a valid vaccine in many poor countries.

“The Technical Advisory Group has determined that the 
Covaxin vaccine meets WHO standards for protection against 
Covid-19, that the benefit of the vaccine far outweighs risks 
and the vaccine can be used,” WHO said in a tweet.

Covaxin was reviewed by WHO’s Strategic Advisory Group 
of Experts on Immunization, which recommended its use in 
two doses, with an interval of four weeks, in all age groups 
18 and above.

The emergency use listing would allow Bharat to ship the 
vaccine to countries that rely on WHO guidance for their 
regulatory decisions. The nod also mean that the shot may 
be accepted as a valid vaccine for millions of Indians who 
have received it and want to travel outside the country. 

Meanwhile, the United States can now start giving 
children aged 5-11 the Pfizer-BioNtech Covid vaccine, US 
health authorities said Tuesday as they gave final approval to 
this new phase of fighting the pandemic.

Days after gaining authorization from the Food and Drug 
Administration, the vaccine was endorsed by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, clearing the way for the 
vaccination of up to 28 million children.

The government was well ahead of the decision, procuring 
enough doses for the children in the 5-11 age group and 
beginning to ship them across the country.

DEADLY CLASHES WITH CHINA ALONG HIMALAYAN BORDER

India ramps up defences
AFP, Tawang Town

On the winding road up to India’s Himalayan 
frontier is a postcard view of gushing streams and 
tranquil lakes -- punctuated occasionally by the 
sight of artillery barrels and military bunkers.

A year after deadly high-altitude clashes with 
Chinese soldiers, India is ramping up its border 
defences along a treacherous 
mountain range that has long 
been a flashpoint between 
the two countries.

Arunachal Pradesh 
straddles the other side of the 
Himalayas from Tibet and 
shares a common Buddhist 
cultural heritage with its 
northern neighbour.

Beijing also claims 
ownership of Arunachal 
Pradesh -- which it refers to as South Tibet -- and 
briefly occupied most of the territory, three years 
after the Buddhist leader’s flight, in a short but 
bloody war.

Tensions have flared again since mid-2020 when 
troops from both nations fought a hand-to-hand 
battle further west along their shared frontier in 
Ladakh, leaving at least 20 Indian and four Chinese 
soldiers dead. Each side routinely sends patrols into 
areas claimed or controlled by the other, and India 
has also accused China of establishing permanent 
settlements near the border.

“We have observed some infrastructure 
development on the Chinese side,” Lieutenant 
General Manoj Pande told journalists during a rare 
press tour through the region last month.

“That has led to (a higher) number of troops 
that are now located or placed there.”

New Delhi has responded by scaling up its 
defences in Arunachal Pradesh, deploying cruise 

missiles, howitzers, US-made 
Chinook transport choppers 
and drones built in Israel.

Officers in the region say 
last year’s clash highlighted 
the urgent need to fortify the 
military’s frontier presence, 
after fruitless talks with 
Beijing to ease the border 
build-up on both sides.

Army engineers are 
building a huge road tunnel 

at 4,000 meters above sea level, expected to open 
next year, to link the area to arterial routes further 
south and expand the reach of soldiers.

“These tunnels... will mean all-weather 
connectivity for locals and security forces deployed 
in Tawang,” said Colonel Parikshit Mehra, the 
project’s director.

A similar project is under way in Ladakh beneath 
the rocky terrain of the Zojila mountain pass -- 
otherwise impassable during winter months -- that 
would help troops quickly mobilise at the border 
from India’s huge garrison in Kashmir.

‘My name is Cleo’
Four-year-old Australian girl found alive after 18-day hunt

AFP, Perth

A four-year-old Australian girl abducted from 
a campsite 18 days ago was discovered “alive 
and well” during a raid on a locked house 
yesterday, telling her shocked and elated 
rescuers: “My name is Cleo.”

Cleo Smith disappeared from her family’s 
tent in remote Western Australia last month, 
sparking a frantic air, sea and ground search 
involving 100 officers and scores of volunteers.

Many feared the search would end in 
tragedy, but after a night raid on a home in 
the coastal town of Carnarvon -- just a short 
drive from where she disappeared -- police 
announced the little girl had been found 
alone, but alive.

Detective Cameron Blaine said that after the 
initial shock he asked the little girl her name 
three times before receiving her electrifying 
response: “My name is Cleo.”

Police admitted “seasoned detectives” were 

“openly crying with relief” at the discovery 
and when Cleo was reunited with her parents 
at a hospital a short time later.

Her mother Ellie took to social media to 

express her relief. “Our family is whole again,” 
she posted on Instagram under a photo of 
Cleo.

Police later released an image of the 
beaming youngster on a hospital bed holding 
an ice pop, waving and smiling.

Officers said she was in good spirits and 
bouncing around like “a little energizer bunny.”

Police last month had offered Aus$1 
million (US$750,000) reward for information 
leading to Cleo’s recovery after she was feared 
abducted from the remote Blowholes campsite 
-- about 1,000 kilometres north of Perth -- on 
October 16.

A 36-year-old local man has been detained 
and is said to be assisting with enquiries. He is 
expected to be charged later Wednesday.

It is believed the abduction was unplanned 
and “opportunistic”. The suspect was not on a 
local list of sex offenders and only became a 
person of interest a day ago.

Climate Financing takes centre stage
Russia, China hit back after Biden says countries failed to lead at COP26

AGENCIES

Attention yesterday turned to how the 
world will pay for its plan to decarbonise 
and help vulnerable nations survive 
climate change, after a world leaders’ 
summit at COP26 that yielded a 
landmark methane slashing deal.

But a simmering diplomatic spat 
between the United States, China and 
Russia over the other’s climate ambition 
showed the fragile nature of talks aimed 
at averting disastrous global warming.

Negotiators are in Glasgow to try to 
keep the Paris Agreement temperature 
goal of 1.5C within reach.

Finance is a crucial part of the picture, 
with vulnerable nations demanding that 
rich emitters make good on a decade-old 
promise to provide $100 billion annually 
to help.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
said he was “cautiously optimistic” after 
the summit in Glasgow adopted new 
promises on deforestation, methane 
emissions and cash for poorer countries 
to avert the worst of global warming.

British Chancellor Rishi Sunak 
yesterday said that COP26 would finally 
deliver the funds.

“We know that you’ve been devastated 
by the double tragedies of Covid and 

climate change,” he told national 
representatives at the conference.

“That’s why we’re going to meet 
the target of providing $100 billion of 
climate finance to developing nations.”

Sunak, COP26 President Alok Sharma 
and US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen 
all yesterday stressed the role that private 
investors will play in the climate funding 
plans.

The Glasgow Financial Alliance for 
Net Zero (GFANZ), made up of more 
than 450 banks and asset managers, says 
it represents assets totalling $130 trillion.

Yet campaigners raised concerns over 
how private finance is accounted in the 
international, UN-led climate process, 
pointing out that investors are still free to 
fund fossil fuel projects.

“More than $130 trillion and not a 
single rule to prevent even one dollar 

from being invested in the expansion of 
the fossil fuel sector,” said Lucie Pinson, 
executive director of the Reclaim Finance 
initiative.

“It’s worth asking if the GFANZ and 
its members are actually ready to lead the 
charge against climate change, given that 
they are actually slowing down the green 
energy revolution by keeping afloat the 
polluting fossil fuel industry.”

Finance is fundamental for developing 
countries, who say they cannot afford the 
green transition taking place in richer 
nations.

Countries that have already suffered 
economic losses from supercharged 
storms or crop failures due to climate 
change are also desperate for separate 
“loss and damage” cash to help them 
recover.

Delegations will spend the next 12 

days thrashing out details of the Paris 
Agreement rulebook, including rules 
governing carbon markets and a unified 
“stock take” on emissions cutting plans.

Although organisers say they want 
COP26 to keep the 1.5C heating limit 
within reach, the UN says the most up-to-
date climate pledges put Earth on course 
to warm 2.7C.

On Tuesday leaders committed to 
lower their emissions of methane -- a 
potent greenhouse gas -- by at least 30 
percent this decade. Experts said the 
pledge could have a significant impact on 
short-term global heating.

US climate envoy John Kerry yesterday 
said that current commitments on cutting 
carbon emissions meant the world had 
a 60 percent chance of capping a rise in 
the average temperature at 1.5 degrees 
Celsius

But a two-day world leaders summit 
ended with barbed comments from the 
two largest emitters, the United States 
and China.

US President Joe Biden criticised 
counterpart Xi Jinping for skipping the 
Glasgow summit, after China declined to 
sign the methane pledge.

“It just is a gigantic issue and they 
walked away. How do you do that and 
claim to be able to have any leadership?” 
Biden told journalists before flying out of 
Glasgow.

He said the same was true of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, who is also 
missing the talks.

China hit back yesterday, with a 
foreign ministry spokesman saying: 
“Actions speak louder than words”.

A Kremlin spokesperson said “we 
disagree” with Biden’s assessment.

Demonstrators protest during the UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) in 

Glasgow, Scotland, Britain, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP 

COP26 CLIMATE SUMMIT
UK PM ‘cautiously optimistic’ about 

climate deal

US climate envoy Kerry sees 60pc 
chance of capping global temp at 1.5C


