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TENSIONS ACROSS THE TAIWAN STRAIT
US warns against

unilateral action
Blinken meets China FM; Biden,
Xi to hold virtual summit this yr

REUTERS

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken yesterday told his
Chinese counterpart that the United States opposed
actions by China that have increased tensions across the
Taiwan Strait, a senior State Department official said.
During an hour-long meeting with Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi on the sidelines of a Group of 20 summit,
Blinken made “crystal clear” that Washington opposes any

unilateral changes by Beijing
official said.

A recent increase in Chinese military exercises in
Taiwan's air defence identification zone is part of what
Taipei views as stepped-up military harassment by Beijing.

China claims the island as part of its own territory and
views any foreign intervention over Taiwan as interference

in its domestic affairs.

Blinken’s meeting with Wang was their first in person
since a fiery exchange in Anchorage, Alaska in March,
when US and Chinese officials leveled sharp rebukes of the
others’ policies in a rare public display.

Sunday’s meeting in Rome was “exceptionally candid”
but productive, and would help lay the groundwork for a
virtual summit between US President Joe Biden and Chinese
President Xi Jinping later this year, the official said.
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1755 - Lisbon earthquake
kills more than 50,000 in
Portugal

1814 - Congress of Vienna
opens to re-draw the
European political map
after the defeat of France,
in the Napoleonic Wars.

to the status quo there, the
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This aerial photo taken on October 29 and published by AFP yesterday, shows smokes and fires from Thantlang, in Chin State,
where more than 160 buildings have been destroyed by shelling from Junta military troops, according to local media.

PHOTO: AFP

Pakistani Islamist group
reaches deal with govt

REUTERS, Karachi

A hardline Pakistani Islamist group called
off a protest march to the capital Islamabad
yesterday after reaching a deal with the
government, ending two weeks of clashes
that left at least seven policemen dead and
scores injured on both sides.

The Tehrik-e-Labaik Pakistan (TLP)
began the march calling for the release of
jailed leader Saad Rizvi and the expulsion
of France’s ambassador over publication of
caricatures deemed defamatory to Muslims
in a French satirical magazine.

later stage, “but you will see the practical
manifestations shortly”. Qureshi also
declined to elaborate on the accord.

The National Security Committee had
vowed on Friday to crack down hard on the
banned TLP if violent protests continued.
Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry
said Rizvi could not be released without
due judicial process being followed, and
that the protesters should return home.

The protests have compounded pressure
on the government of Prime Minister
Imran Khan as it grapples with a chronic

COP26: WHAT WOULD SUCCESS LOOK LIKE?

Making a final assessment of the progress achieved over the two weeks of the COP26 talks in
Glasgow will be complex. Unlike past climate summits, the event won't deliver a new treaty or
one big “win’. Rather, it will attempt to produce a myriad of smaller victories - from the formal UN
negotiations on the Paris Agreement, and from the new climate pledges that countries, companies
and investors announce during the conference. Its success will be judged on whether all those can
together keep the 1.5C goal alive. COP26 will use three levers to attempt to steer the world towards
1.5C
AMBITION: First, it will devise a plan for how countries will accelerate their emissions
reduction pledges in future years. COP26 will almost certainly not deliver enough pledges
to put the world firmly on course for 1.5C. But a credible deal to ramp up ambition more
frequently in the coming years could at least keep it alive. Denmark and Grenada have been
put in charge of drawing up options for this, and Britain is considering a proposal that would
require countries to come hack with new, more ambitious pledges as early as 2023. The
conference’s British hosts are also lining up a set of side-deals on phasing out coal, clean
vehicles, and deforestation. Those could help inch towards the Paris Agreement goals, in the
absence of new commitments from the world’s biggest polluters.

218 Yemen rebels killed

The Saudi-led military coalition backing the
government in Yemen yesterday said that more than
218 Huthi rebels were killed in air strikes around the
strategic city of Marib. The Iran-backed Huthis rarely

comment on losses, and AFP could not independently
verify the toll. “Twenty-four military vehicles were
destroyed and more than 218" insurgents were killed
in strikes in the past 72 hours in Al-Jawba, about 50
kilometres (30 miles) south of Marib, and Al-Kassara,
30 kilometres northwest, the coalition said, according
to the official Saudi Press Agency.

Akhundzada resurfaces

Taliban supreme leader Haibatullah Akhundzada
addressed supporters in the southern city of
Kandahar, officials announced yesterday, his first
public appearance since taking control of the
group in 2016. Akhundzada has been the spiritual
chief of the Islamist movement since 2016 but has
remained a reclusive figure, even after the Taliban
seized power in Afghanistan. His low profile has
fed speculation about his role in the new Taliban
government, formed after the group took control
of Kabul in mid-August -- and even rumours of his
death. On Saturday, he visited the Darul Uloom
Hakimah madrassa to “speak to his brave soldiers
and disciples”, according to the introduction to an
audio recording circulated by Taliban social media
accounts. There was tight security at the event and
no photographs or video have emerged.

Journo killed in Philippines

A Philippine news reporter has died after being shot
multiple times in his home, police said yesterday,
becoming the latest in a long line of journalists
slain in the country. The archipelago nation is one
of the most dangerous places in the world for
journalists, and most of their killers go unpunished.
Orlando Dinoy, a reporter for online outfit Newsline
Philippines and anchor for Energy FM, was shot six
times by a gunman who barged into his apartment
in Bansalan town, Mindanao island, local police
chief Major Peter Glenn Ipong said. Officers were
still investigating possible motives, the force added.
Dinoy was the 21st journalist killed since President
Rodrigo Duterte took power in 2016, the National
Union of Journalists of the Philippines said.

Japan’s ruling coalition
retains power
Japan’s ruling coalition is on track to retain power

FINANCE: The second lever is money. Wealthy countries confirmed last week they failed to
meet a 2009 promise to deliver $100 billion annually by 2020 in climate finance to help poorer
nations to deal with climate change imapcts. COP26 will need to produce a plan to make
sure the $100 billion arrives. It will also start negotiations on a new climate finance goal for
2025 - and the rules to make sure rich countries cannot avoid delivering the money. A bloc of
the world’s most climate vulnerable countries are also demanding that Glasgow starts talks
on financing for so-called “loss and damage” - money to compensate them for the spiralling
costs of climate change, from crop failures to rising seas. Analysts at Bernstein estimate that
$2-4 trillion must be invested in low-carbon industries each year for the world to reach net
zero emissions by 2050. Compare that with the $79.6 billion that rich countries offered poor
countries in climate finance in 2019.

RULEBOOK: The third priority for COP26 is for negotiators from the nearly 200 countries that
signed the 2015 Paris Agreement to finish the rules to implement the accord. That includes
thorny discussions on carbon markets, how countries will set climate targets in future, and

but lose seats in parliament, media predictions said
after polls closed in yesterday’s general election, the
first major test for Prime Minister Fumio Kishida.
In forecasts based on exit polls, public broadcaster
NHK said the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and
its junior coalition partner Komeito would win
between 239-288 of the 465 seats in the lower
house. TV Asahi said the coalition was expected to
win 280 seats, down from its previous total of 305
-- weakening the dominance of the LDP, which has
held power almost continuously since the 1950s.
Kishida, 64, became party leader a month ago after
Yoshihide Suga resigned just a year into the job,
partly due to public discontent over his response to

1894 - Vaccine for
diphtheria announced by
Dr Roux of Paris.

1995 - South Africans
voted in their first all-
race local government
elections.

financial crisis and spiralling inflation that
has squeezed household incomes hard.

The TLP, a radical Sunni Muslim
group founded in 2015 to tackle actions
it considers blasphemous to Islam, has
mounted multiple protest marches marred
by bloodshed that have twice brought
Islamabad to a standstill.

“An agreement for peace and betterment
has been reached,” Foreign Minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi, who represented the
government in negotiations with the TLP,
told a news conference.

Mufti Muneeb ur-Rehman, the main
TLP negotiator, confirmed a deal had been
struck and said details would emerge at a
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ﬁ@‘ﬂﬂ?{ AT feaBrs-) finance. “Paris was the engagement party, but now we're at the wedding, waiting to see if the the Covid-19 crisis.
“ T key countries and corporations are ready to say 'l do;” said Greenpeace head Jennifer Morgan.
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