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BNP now only
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Quader, also general secretary of the AL, 
made the comment while addressing a 
press conference at his ministry office in 
the secretariat.  

“BNP wants to go to power not through 
the ballot, but through undemocratic 
means,” he told the press conference. 

He also criticised a statement made by 
BNP leaders that “BNP will never participate 
in elections under Awami League”. 

Quader, however, assured that the 
election will not take place under the AL 
government, but it will be held under the 
Election Commission (EC).

Although BNP is still pursuing their 
“outdated way” of participating in the 

polls, it is obvious that the elections will be 
held timely in the country, he said.

Blasting BNP for resorting to rumours 
and propaganda as their political strategy, 
the minister said the birth of this particular 
political party is widely known to the people. 

“BNP is now in a dilemma, as they 
are not triggering any movement or 
participating in the elections,” he said.

Regarding the selection of candidates 
for  local government elections, Quader 
said directives have been given to those in 
the grassroots for sending particulars of the 
party’s tested leaders. 

But appeals could be filed as per the 
party manifesto, if there is any allegation 
against any candidate, he added.

Arrest warrants issued
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BNP leaders Khairul Kabir Khokon, Sultan Salauddin Tuku, 
Fazlul Haque Milon, Sarafat Ali Safu and seven others are 
now on bail, while Ishaq Ali Sarkar is in jail custody.

According to the prosecution, a group of BNP leaders 
and activists led by Rizvi brought out a procession in front 
of Jatiya Press Club on March 8 of 2018, demanding release 
of BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia. At one stage, they threw 
bricks at on-duty policemen, injuring several of them.

Following the incident, police filed a case against 29 
people, including Rizvi, with Shahbagh Police Station.

Detectives pressed charges against the BNP leaders and 
activists on January 31 this year.

The investigator dropped the names of 11 other accused 
as their involvement was not found during investigation.

Baul singer Rita Dewan
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with the same tribunal under the Digital Security Act.
According to the case documents, Rita Dewan was 

performing a “Pala Gaan” with fellow artiste Shah Alam 
Sarkar, where the topic being debated was “Living Beings 
versus The Greatest”. The event was held on the night of 
December 10, 2019 at the residence of one  Shahjahan 
Kabir in Kalihati upazila in Tangail.

Accused Shahjahan and Iqbal had uploaded Rita’s songs 
to their YouTube channels, the case documents said. Another 
video also surfaced where Rita Dewan, along with her two 
daughters, was shown apologising for the matter that day.

Navy chief in India
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efforts like coordinated patrol along international maritime 
boundary line, bilateral exercise ‘Bongosagar’, conduct of 
naval training and reciprocal visits of delegations would be 
discussed,” it said.

On completion of engagements in Delhi, Admiral Iqbal 
is scheduled to visit Mumbai where he will meet with Vice 
Admiral R Hari Kumar, flag officer commanding-in-chief 
of Western Naval Command, and visit the flagship of the 
naval command.

After his Mumbai visit, the visiting admiral will travel 
to Defence Services Staff College (DSSC) in Wellington, 
Tamil Nadu, to observe training activities, reports our New 
Delhi correspondent.

AL behind recent
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He alleged that the government has not taken any step to 
bring the attackers under trial and punish them.

“An initiative has been taken to pick up or arrest and 
harass BNP leaders and activists by implicating them 
in false cases and thus hiding the attackers as part of a 
blueprint. Undoubtedly, it can be said the government has 
created an issue in a planned way to harass the leaders of 
the opposition political parties,” Gayeshwar said.

He said though intelligence agencies and police have 
ideas about the attackers, innocent and peace-loving 
people have been made accused in the cases filed over 
communal violence.

“We won’t say only the Hindus have been affected in the 
attacks. We think the entire nation has been attacked. We 
must make a concerted effort to resist these attackers,” he 
said. He urged the media to take a stance against the real 
perpetrators and be vocal to ensure justice.

On October 17, BNP formed two committees for, what 
it said, standing beside the victims of recent communal 
attacks and investigating the incidents to find out the facts.

One of the committees was formed headed by 
Gayeshwar to visit the violence-affected temples and puja 
mandaps.

On October 23, the Gayeshwar-led committee visited 
three temples in Cumilla and Chandpur and talked to 
victims, including priests and eyewitnesses.

Students confine
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university’s syndicate meeting on the previous day.
While talking to this correspondent, Md Sohrab Ali, 

registrar of the university, yesterday said, “The syndicate 
meeting has discussed about the probe report and asked to 
amend the law for taking action. The university authorities 
have already discussed the matter with the ministries of 
law and education.”

At least 10 working days are needed for completing the 
legal procedure. But the students are not ready to accept this.

“We are trying to resolve the problem as soon as 
possible,” the registrar added.

Probe report delayed
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the Detective Branch of police, Rab was tasked with the 
probe on April 18, 2012.

At least eight people, including suspects Rafiqul Islam, 
Bakul Miah, Masum Mintu, Kamrul Hasan alias Arun, 
Abu Sayeed, and two security guards of the couple’s house 
Palash Rudra Paul and Enamul Hoque, and the couple’s 
“family friend” Tanveer Rahman had been arrested in 
connection with the murder. Later, Tanveer and Palash got 
out of jail on bail. The others are now behind bars.

Why Shahed should
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On May 24, the HC denied bail to Shahed in the case.
On August 25 last year, Criminal Investigation 

Department Inspector Ibrahim Hossain filed the case 
against Shahed and Regent Group Managing Director 
Masud Parvez with Uttara West Police Station on charge of 
laundering Tk 11.02 crore.

On July 15 that year, Rab members arrested Shahed 
from the border area of Satkhira’s Debhata upazila over 
issuing fake Covid certificates.

Rab members raided the Uttara and Mirpur branches 
of Regent Hospital on July 6 and arrested eight people 
on charges of issuing fake Covid certificates and charging 
exorbitant fees for Covid testing and treatment.

On July 7 last year, the head office of Regent Group, 
both hospitals were sealed off, and 17 people, including 
Shahed, were sued on charges of issuing fake Covid test 
reports and taking money for the services.

On Sept 28, 2020, a Dhaka court sentenced him to life 
imprisonment in an arms case.

Youth held over 
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Tk 10 lakh. When the candidate told him that she did not 
have that much money, Musa told her to pay Tk 2 lakh for 
the time being and pay the rest after the admission.

Musa also sent the identity card of an assistant secretary 
of UGC to her messaging app, along with fake texting 
screenshots with senior officials, to convince her into the 
deal. The candidate then met Musa in Jatrabari and gave 
him Tk 2 lakh.

A day after making the payment, she called Musa and 
asked for an update. In reply, Musa said that she has to give 
Tk 1 lakh more to pass it to the senior officials.

This got her suspicious of Musa’s words, and she 
assumed that she had been deceived. 

Musa, however, kept calling her for the money and 
threatened that he would not allow the candidate to be 
admitted anywhere if she did not pay as demanded.

After the candidate’s father filed a case with Jatrabari 
police on Saturday, a DB team arrested Musa on Sunday.

“Musa has taken a hefty amount of money from many 
candidates,” the police official said.

GS Mostafa, elder brother of Musa, told The Daily Star 
that he last contacted Musa on Thursday and could not 
find him since Saturday. He made a general diary in this 
regard with Gandaria Police Station on Sunday. 

Yesterday, a DB official informed him by phone that his 
brother was arrested in a fraud case and sent to court.

3 public univ 
VCs appointed 
part-time UGC 
members
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University Grants 
Commission (UGG) has 
recently appointed three 
vice-chancellors of public 
universities as its part-time 
members for the next two 
years. 

The VCs are Mashiur 
Rahman of National 
University, Maj Gen Md 
Moshfequr Rahman of 
Bangladesh University 
of Professionals and 
Prof Pradanendu Bikash 
Chakma of Rangamati 
Science and Technology 
University.

Ferdous Zaman, 
acting secretary of UGC, 
confirmed the matter to 
The Daily Star. 


