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Chaos over copyright
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from a user’s perspective, it does not matter how many 
departments work for this purpose, what matters is 
whether people need to go to multiple locations to avail 
the services.

He said, “Most countries have a unified office for 
intellectual property, where people can get all services at a 
‘one-stop centre’. For a long time, we have demanded for a 
unified IP office to decrease people’s sufferings.”

“But the tug-of-war between the two ministries is the 
reason behind the prime minister’s instruction not being 
fulfilled,” he added.

Jabbar said when he was trying to apply for patents and 
copyrights for his “Bijoy Software”, he faced lots of hassles. 
“If someone needs copyright, they may need a patent, 
trademark, and design certificate at the same time.”

Asked whether the automation process will be able 
to ensure one-stop services, Md Abdus Sattar, registrar of 
DPDT, said nothing is final yet.

“We are trying to establish connections by developing 
an online system. The committee, which will be formed 
soon, will decide further developments,” he said.

On the other hand, many people want both offices 
to stay separate. They say if the industries ministry gets 
involved in issues of creative and cultural endeavours, such 
works could get hampered.

“Songs, literary works, films, paintings, photography, 
along with other creative and cultural works, are connected 
with the copyright office. DPDT deals with issues of patent 
and design, and works with several industries, including 
those related with software,” said AKM Fahim Mashrur, 
former president of Bangladesh Association of Software 
and Information Services.

“It would be wise for us to start thinking about having 
a centralised national IP office for industrial IP and 
copyrights, under which departments providing specific 
services will work separately,” said Barrister ABM Hamidul 
Mishbah, founder of Bangladesh Intellectual Property 
Forum.

Hasina commends
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over 60 million people have been vaccinated using jabs 
collected from multiple sources.

She reiterated India has been an important source of 
Covid-19 vaccines for Bangladesh from the very beginning 
of the vaccination programme and conveyed thanks 
to the government of India for resuming the export of 
AstraZeneca Covishield vaccines hoping that this would 
continue uninterrupted in the days to come.

She expressed her firm belief to continue working with 
India more closely to save the people of this region from 
the scourge of the Covid-19 pandemic and counter the 
multifarious adverse fallouts of this pandemic. 

Justice will be served
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Carmichael College branch.
In that regard, the law minister further said, perpetrators 

are perpetrators, regardless of party or group.
The minister said incidents of violence in several 

districts, including in Rangpur’s Pirganj, after the reported 
desecration of the Holy Quran in Cumilla, took place to 
create unrest in the country. The people of Bangladesh 
believe in communal harmony, he added.

He further said the accused have been arrested and 
investigation is underway. When they have to face the court 
of law after investigation, through a speedy trial tribunal, 
they will be given exemplary punishment.

Regarding the witness protection act, he said the matter 
is being taken up soon.

Complaint against
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According to the complaint filed with 
the court on Tuesday, the other accused 
are Rashed Rouf, associate editor of 
Chattogram-based daily Dainik Azadi, and 
writer Nesar Ahmed.

Rashed is the advisory editor of the book 
containing the article, and Nesar its editor.

Nazim told The Daily Star, “There were 
some mistakes in the statements of the 
case. For this, I applied to the court through 
my lawyer to ‘not press’ it.”

“After talking to the lawyer, I will take 
my next steps,” he said.

Lawyer Mujibur Rahman said, “We 
lodged the complaint as the complainant 
was offended by reading the article. Now the 
complaint is postponed and there is a scope 
to resume it if the complainant wants.”

In the complaint, Nazim claimed 
himself to be a “pro-liberation and 

progressive politician”. He alleged that 
Bangabandhu was defamed in an article 
titled “Sheikh Mujiber Gopon Shatru” (the 
Secret Enemies of Sheikh Mujib) by Dhaka 
University Professor Emeritus Serajul 
Islam Choudhury in the book titled “Jatir 
Pita”, published by Chattogram Academy 
on March 17 last year, marking the birth 
centenary of the Father of the Nation. 

Meanwhile, the left-leaning parties 
of Chattogram condemned filing of the 
complaint.

About the issue, Prof Choudhury told 
The Daily Star, “The article on which the 
case has been filed is in the fourth volume 
of my collection of essays. It was printed in 
2006.”

“If people search for old writings this 
way and file cases, we will not be able to 
write anymore. Then Rabindranath will 
have to be sued too.”

Grabbers beware
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The minister added that 170 acres of canal 
areas, out of 173 acres, in Kalyanpur have 
been encroached. All the establishments in 
the canal areas, including that of Kalyanpur, 
will be evicted soon.

According to the Dhaka deputy 
commissioner’s record, there are 50 
canals, locally called Khal, in the Dhaka 
metropolitan areas.

The large canals include Baishteki in 
North Senpara; Sanbadik Khal in North 
Senpara Parbata; Digun Khal in Goran 

Chatbari of Mirpur; Gabtali Khal that 
flows to the Turag River; Rupnagar Khal 
in Arambagh; Kalyanpur Khal, Kalyanpur 
main and Kalyanpur partial in Kalyanpur 
area; Bawnia Khal and Diabari Khal in 
Uttara.

The existence of all these canals has 
become almost impossible to identify due 
to the huge illegal establishments of the 
occupiers.

According to experts, Dhaka city will get 
rid of the waterlogging problem if the canals 
could be freed from illegal occupants.

Six held
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stabbing two of its staff that evening, 
according to a case filed with Sher-e-Bangla 
Nagar Police Station.

Rab said Jahirul, who used to be an auto-
rickshaw driver, had masterminded the 
robbery with his accomplices.

The Rab official said it’s a 
Mohammadpur-based gang with eight to 
12 members who used to extort owners of 

under-construction houses and different 
shops, using names of top criminals hiding 
abroad. They would make phone calls 
using international numbers demanding 
money, he added. 

They carried out the robbery at Eden 
Autos as its owner denied to pay extortion 
money, Moin said. All the arrestees have 
earlier been accused in cases filed with 
different police stations.

Joining polls
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He came up with the 
remarks at a press briefing 
after visiting the shrine of 
Hazrat Shahjalal (RA) in 
Sylhet in the morning.

Fakhrul said BNP will 
not participate in any 
election under the AL 
government.

The government has 
completely failed to provide 
security to the people of the 
country as a whole. “It has 
failed to ensure security 
of Hindu, Buddhist and 
Christian people and their 
places of worship. Even 
majority Muslims have no 
safety in the country.”

A country for all
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establish communal harmony in the 
country,’’ said Rajshahi Superintendent 
of Police ABM Masud Hossain, while 
attending the dialogue. 

In the capital, a demonstration organised 
by Oikya Nap took place at Shahbagh 
protesting the attacks, where the party 
president Pankaj Bhattacharya said the 
reason behind the recurrence of communal 
attacks was the culture of impunity. 

He demanded a neutral investigation 
into the Cumilla incident and called to 
form an independent commission for the 
country’s minorities.

Among others, politicians Nazmul 
Haque Pradhan, Shahidullah Shikder, 
and Saleh Ahmed of Sammilita Samajik 
Andolan spoke at the event.

In Chattogram, alem, ulama, teachers 
and students of madrasas and schools 
organised a “harmony rally” and formed a 
human chain at Goni Bekari area of the city 
protesting the recent communal attacks, 

reports our staff correspondent from 
Chattogram.

Mushin Bhuiyan, principal of Darul 
Uloom Kamil Madrasa, said the recent 
attacks on the Hindu community were in 
contrast to the teachings of the Holy Quran 
and Sunnah.

Former administrator of Chattogram 
City Corporation and co-president of 
the city Awami League Khorshed Alam 
Sujon said the country belongs to all 
communities. 

However, a vested group is trying to 
destroy communal harmony, he added.

In Khagrachhari, members of the district 
unit of Bangladesh Medical Association, 
formed a human chain in front of the 
District Modern Hospital in protest of 
the recent communal attacks, reports our 
correspondent.

Addressing the human chain, speakers 
demanded immediate arrest and exemplary 
punishment of the perpetrators and 
compensation to the victims.

All to payoff
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Abul Kalam Azad and Sonia 
Begum -- are garments 
workers. Rana was known 
to the family, with the child 
calling him “uncle”.

On October 21, when 
her parents weren’t home, 
Rana bought the child a 
pack of chips and took 
her to Balibhadra Bazar by 
rickshaw. From there, he 
went to his friend Rabiul’s 
house in Switch Gate area 
and introduced the baby as 
her own daughter. He told 
his friend he wasn’t getting 
along with his wife and 
asked him to let them stay 
there for a few days.

Rab said they are 
investigating whether Rana 
is involved with any other 
criminal activities.

Mahmud Sajjad
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Eventually, he tested negative 
for coronavirus. However, 
he was admitted to the ICU 
again due to post Covid-19 
complications. The actor 
was later given a feeding 
tube and prescribed some 
antibiotics, as his condition 
deteriorated. He was in the 
ICU for 54 consecutive days. 

Mahmud Sajjad made his 
acting debut with renowned 
director Zahir Raihan’s film, 
“Sangsar”. His other notable 
films include Khan Ataur 
Rahman’s “Jhorer Pakhi”, 
“Apon Por”, and Aziz 
Azhar’s “Chokher Joley”, 
among many others.

He was associated 
with the theatre troupe, 
Natyachakra Natyadal since 
he was a university student. 
He was a part of popular 
plays like “Let There Be 
Light” and “Spartacus’’.

Mahmud Sajjad’s 
younger brother KM Khalid 
is the state minister for 
cultural affairs and his 
niece, Tanima Hamid, is a 
popular television actress.

President Abdul Hamid 
and Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina expressed profound 
shock at the death of noted 
cultural personality. 

Hamid said people 
will remember Sajjad’s 
contribution to the cultural 
area with due respect, the 
president’s press secretary 
Joynal Abedin told UNB. 

In a condolence message, 
the prime minister said, 
‘’Mahmud Sajjad will remain 
alive in the hearts of people 
for his contributions.” 

Hasina also prayed for 
the salvation of the departed 
soul and expressed deep 
sympathy to his bereaved 
family members.


