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IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL STANDOFF
UsS, Europe renew

call for diplomacy

AFP, Paris

The United States and three European powers have agreed
in consultations in Paris on the need for Iran to return
quickly to talks amid growing alarm over a delay.

Rob Malley, the US envoy on Iran, spoke with his
counterparts from Britain, France and Germany on how
diplomacy “continues to provide the most effective pathway”
on Iran, State Department spokesman Ned Price said.

“We are united in the belief that negotiations should
resume in Vienna as soon as possible and that they should
resume precisely where they left off after the sixth round,”
Price told reporters in Washington.

The 2015 agreement between Iran and world powers
to find a long-term solution to the now two-decade-old
crisis over its controversial nuclear programme has been
moribund since former US president Donald Trump
walked out of the deal in May 2018.

His successor Joe Biden has said he is ready to re-enter
the agreement, so long as Iran meets key preconditions
including full compliance with the deal whose terms it has
repeatedly violated by ramping up nuclear activities since

Trump walked out.

But the Vienna-based talks through intermediaries made
little headway, before being interrupted by the election of
hardliner Ebrahim Raisi as Iran’s president and suspended

for the last four months.

Malley’s trip to Paris comes after he visited the Gulf for
talks with allies Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates which are all deeply concerned by Iran’s nuclear

programme.
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Activists from Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP) party throw a teargas shell back towards the police during a protest where they
march towards capital Islamabad from Lahore yesterday, demanding the release of their leader Hafiz Saad Hussain Rizvi, son of
late Khadim Hussain Rizvi, founder of hardline religious political party Tehreek-e-Labbaik.
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MASSIVE TROOPS BUILD-UP IN MYANMAR'’S NORTH

UN warns of ‘mass atrocity’

AFP, United Nations

citing a prisoner release earlier in the

The UN said Friday it feared an even
greater human rights catastrophe in
Myanmar amid reports of thousands
of troops massing in the north of the
Southeast Asian country, which has
been in chaos since a February coup.

“We should all be prepared, as the
people in this part of Myanmar are
prepared, for even more mass atrocity
crimes. [ desperately hope that [ am
wrong,” said UN Special Rapporteur
on Myanmar Tom Andrews.

More than 1,100 civilians have
been killed in the country’s bloody
crackdown on dissent and more
than 8,000 arrested since the coup,
according to a local monitoring group.

Andrews, who was presenting the
findings of an annual human rights
report on Myanmar to the General
Assembly, said that he had received
information that tens of thousands
of troops and heavy weapons were
being moved into restive regions in
the north and northwest.

Tom Andrews

indicated that the junta had engaged
in probable crimes against humanity
and war crimes.

“These tactics are ominously
reminiscent of those employed by the
military before its genocidal attacks
against the Rohingya in Rakhine State
in 2016 and 2017,” Andrews said.

About 740,000 Rohingya fled
Myanmar’s Rakhine state in 2017 after
security forces launched a clampdown
that the UN has said may amount to
genocide.

Andrews urged countries to deny
Myanmar’s military junta the money,

week as evidence that pressure was
working.

On Monday, Myanmar's junta
chief Min Aung Hlaing announced
the release of more than 5,000
people jailed for protesting against
the coup.

The move came just days after
the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations delivered a major snub to
the military regime, exclude the junta
head from an upcoming summit of
the 10-country bloc.

“Asean’s  announcement that
the junta will not be welcome at
its upcoming summit strikes at the
heart,” Andrews said.

Andrews said that junta-controlled
forces had displaced a quarter million
people. Many of those who had been
detained were tortured, he said,
including dozens who had died as a
result.

Andrews added that he had received
credible reports that children had also

The findings, he

said,

also

weapons and legitimacy it desired,

been tortured.

BID TO MEND US-FRENCH TIES AFTER SUB ROW
Leaders discuss ‘stronger’
European defense

AFP, Washington

US President Joe Biden and French President Emmanuel Macron
discussed strengthening European defenses in a telephone call Friday,
the White House said, as Washington seeks to mend ties after a bitter
row over submarine contracts.

The two leaders “discussed efforts to enable a stronger and more
capable European defense while ensuring complementarity with Nato,”
the statement said.

Biden will meet Macron in Rome later this month, and the statement
said he looked forward to the chance to “take stock of the many areas of
US-France cooperation, and reinforce our shared interests.”

A similar statement was issued by the French presidency.

Biden and Macron last spoke on September 22 for their first
conversation since the furious spat over selling submarines to Australia
severely strained relations.

Specifically, Australia agreed to acquire US nuclear sub technology
and in doing so scrap a huge, already existing deal with France to buy
conventional submarines. The new accord infuriated the French.

Macron recalled France’s ambassador to Washington and Foreign
Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian compared Biden's unilateral methods to
ex-president Donald Trump’s but “without the tweets.”

Although Biden did not apologize for secretly negotiating to
sell nuclear submarines to Australia, he did acknowledge that the
issue “would have benefited from open consultations among allies,”
according to a statement after the dispute erupted.
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‘Little Amal’, a giant puppet depicting a Syrian refugee girl, is surrounded by well-
wishers outside St Paul’s Cathedral in the City of London yesterday. ‘Little Amal’
represents millions of displaced children worldwide.
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1929 - Share prices
collapsed as nearly 13
million shares changed
hands in panic selling
on the New York Stock

Exchange in what
became known as “Black
Thursday”.

1931 - The American
gangster boss Al Capone
was sentenced to 11
years in jail for tax
evasion.

1945 - The United
Nations Charter formally
came into force.

SOURCE: REUTERS
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) Quote
of the day

‘ The president
(Joe Biden)
was not announcing

any change in our
policy and there

is no change in

our policy. We

will uphold our
commitments under
the act (1979 Taiwan
Relations Act); we
will continue to
support Taiwan’s
self-defense and will
continue to oppose
any unilateral
changes to the
status quo.

US STATE DEPARTMENT
SPOKESMAN NED PRICE
SEEKSTO CONTAIN BELING
ANGER AFTER BIDEN VOWS
TAIWAN DEFENSE

Outcry as Israel outlaws
Palestinian civil groups

UN alarmed, human rights groups slam decision

AFP, Jerusalem

Israel designated six leading Palestinian
civil society groups as outlawed “terrorist
organisations” Friday in a move swiftly
condemned by the Palestinian Authority
and international human rights groups.

The Jewish state said its move was due to
the groups’ alleged financing of the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP),
after it earlier this year informed European
donors of their alleged financial misconduct.

The Israeli defence ministry accused the
sixgroups of working covertly with the PFLP,
a leftist militant group which pioneered
plane hijackings in the 1970s to highlight
the Palestinian cause and is blacklisted by
several Western governments.

According to the ministry, the six groups
“constitute a network of organisations
active undercover on the international
front on behalf of the PFLP to support its
activity and further its goals.”

The ministry named the groups as
the Union of Palestinian Women's
Committees (UPWC), Addameer, Bisan
Center for Research and Development, Al-
Haq, Defense for Children International
- Palestine (DCI-P) and the Union Of
Agricultural Work Committees (UAWC).

A ministry statement said that while
the groups functioned as civil society
organisations, they were in fact “controlled

by the senior leaders of the PFLP” and
employed many of its members, “including
activists who participated in terror activity”.

The Israeli move was met with outrage
from the Palestinian government and
human rights groups.

The Palestinian foreign  ministry
“unequivocally condemns and rejects
Israel’s unhinged assault on Palestinian
civil society and human rights defenders,”
it said in a statement.

The office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights in the
Palestinian territories said it was “alarmed”
by the move, accusing Israel of “a long
stigmatising campaign against these and
other organisations” that damaged “their
ability to deliver on their crucial work.”

State Department spokesman Ned Price
said the US would “be engaging our Israeli
partners for more information regarding
the basis for these designations.”

In a joint statement, Amnesty
International and Human Rights Watch
noted that the Israeli designation
“effectively outlaws” the activities of the six
groups, subjecting their members to raids
and arrests by security forces.

“This appalling and unjust decision is
an attack by the Israeli government on the
international human rights movement,”
Amnesty and HRW said.

Biden delays release of
JFK assassination files

The White House said Friday it would delay
the release of long-classified documents
related to the assassination of US President
John F. Kennedy. President Joe Biden wrote
in a statement that the remaining files “shall
be withheld from full public disclosure” until
December 15 next year -- nearly 60 years
after Kennedy’s assassination in Dallas, Texas
in 1963. In 2018, former president Donald
Trump released several thousand secret files
on the assassination, but withheld others on
national security grounds. The White House
said the national archivist needs more time for
a review into that redaction.

IS says its fighters attacked
Kabul power lines

The Islamic State militant group’s Afghan
branch said it was behind an explosion that
brought down electricity lines and plunged

Kabul into darkness. The power cut on Thursday
was a further blow to Taliban efforts to
stabilise Afghanistan two months after they
seized control. In a statement published on its
Telegram channels, Islamic State-Khorasan (IS-
K) said “the soldiers of the caliphate detonated
abomb on an electricity pylon in Kabul”to
damage the electricity sector. The explosion hit
a high-voltage line supplying imported power
to Kabul and some other provinces. Afghanistan
is largely reliant on electricity imported from its
northern neighbours Uzbekistan and Tajikistan,
making cross-country power lines a prime
target for insurgents.
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Saudi Arabia targets zero
carbon emissions by 2060

Top crude exporter Saudi Arabia will aim to
achieve net zero carbon emissions by 2060,
its de facto ruler Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman said yesterday, days before the
(0P26 global climate summit. The kingdom,
one of the world’s biggest polluters, said it
would also join a global effort to cut methane
emissions by 30 percent by 2030. The UN
says more than 130 countries have set or are
considering a target of reducing greenhouse
gas emissions to net zero by 2050, a target
it says is “imperative” to safequard a livable
climate. The announcements come a day after
UN chief Antonio Guterres said the current
climate situation was “a one-way ticket for
disaster”, stressing the need to “avoid a failure”
at the COP26 climate conference in Glasgow.

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS
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