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Remembering
Shamsur
Rahman

UNB, Dhaka

Yesterday
marked the 3
931d birth &

anniversary
of poet, )

R | &.'-- o
writer, and |= }
. . L]
journalist =

Shamsur Rahman, widel
regarded as a pivotal figure
in Bangla literature in

the latter part of the 20th
century.

Marking the occasion,
Bangla Academy will
hold a lecture session on
Sunday at the Academy’s
Poet Shamsur Rahman
Seminar Room. Prominent
researcher and poet Prof
Khaled Hossain will
present the keynote lecture
at the event.

The Ekushey Padak
winning litterateur was
born on October 23, 1929,
in Old Dhaka to Mukhlesur
Rahman Chowdhury
and Amena Khatun. His
ancestral home is in Paratali
village of Narsingdi district.

Graduating with
an honours in English
literature from Dhaka
University in 1953, he
began his career as a
journalist in Daily Morning
News in 1956.

SEE PAGE 5 COL 5
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Slogans of solidarity
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the administration and law enforcement who
failed to contain the violence.

Among others, Gonoshasthaya Kendra founder
and trustee Zafrullah Chowdhury, Gono Forum
leader Subrata Chowdhury, Oikya Parishad
president

Prof Neem Chandra Bhowmik, Sammilito
Sangskritik Jote President Golam Kuddus, and
Dhaka University teachers Prof Asim Kumar
Sarker and Gobinda Chandra Mandal spoke at the
programme.

In another sit-in and hunger strike in the port
city, Oikya Parishad General Secretary Rana Das
Gupta also put forward the parishad’s demands.

He urged the prime minister to take steps against
public representatives who did not come forward
during the attacks. He also demanded restoration
of the constitution of 1972 and enactment of the
Minority Protection Act -- as promised before the
eleventh parliamentary election -- as well as speedy
implementation of a minorities’ commission.

Parishad leader Professor Ranjit Dey chaired the
programme. Among others, it was addressed by
Iskon Chattogram divisional President Chinmot
Das, Puja Udjapan Parishad Chattogram President
Shyamol Palit, and Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal leader
Indu Nandan Dutta.

The parishad also held similar demonstrations
in Barishal, Lalmonihat, Manikganj, Munshiganj
and several others districts.

Meanwhile, members of Moulik Adhikar
Suraksha Committee, a platform for rights activists,
in a webinar yesterday said failures of the local
administration, police, and intelligences allowed
the violence to spread.

Dhaka University Professor Asif Nazrul said
communal attacks do not take place for these many
days unless the “government shelters” the attackers.

Environmentalist and lawyer Syeda Rizwana
Hasan said it’s a big question why the head of state,
head of government, opposition leader, chief of
police and others did not visit the affected people.

“It is unacceptable,” she remarked.

Dhaka University Professor Robayet Ferdous
said, “Our society has turned communal over
the years as Awami League and BNP cultivated
communalism here.”

Rights activist Sanjeeb Drong demanded the
immediate formation of the National Minorities
Commission so that minority communities can
raise their voices.

Meanwhile, Feminist Across Generations, an
alliance against gender-based-violence, held a
torchlight vigil to express solidarity with Hindu
communities at Central Shaheed Minar in the
evening. Protesters shouted slogans such as
“Communalism means destruction”, “We shall
never tolerate communalism”, and “Hindus are
our siblings”.

Rights activists Shireen Huq, Maimuna Syed
Ahmed, and Sudeshna Biswas were among those
present during the stand-in protest.

Shireen Huq said, “As feminists, this is our fight.
There is no alternative to standing in solidarity and
being active in countering the violence inflicted on
Hindu communities.”

The protesters demanded full compensation
and rehabilitation of the victims and eradication of
communalism from the country.

In a human chain organised by Shushashoner
Jonno Nagorik with National Girl Child Advocacy
Forum, Youth Ending Hunger, and Bikoshito Nari
Network, speakers said until political parties stop
using religion in politics it will be impossible to
stop such attacks.

“It's a wake-up call for all of us, no one is safe
here in the country,” SHUJAN secretary Badiul
Alam Majumder said at the protest held in front of
the Jatiya Shangshad Bhaban.

Even on Friday night and yesterday, two idols of
Hindu Goddess Kali were vandalised at a temple
in Lakhai upazila of Habiganj, while unidentified
miscreants allegedly set fire to a firewood stack
adjacent to a Hindu house at Basiadebi Senpara
village in Thakurgaon Sadar upazila.

Stroke unit
launches at
CMCH today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A 15-bed stroke unit will
be opened in Chattogram
Medical College Hospital
today, to be run as part of
its Neurology Ward.

At present, stroke
patients are being treated
either in Neuromedicine
ward or Neurosurgery ward
with other patients, said
CMCH Director Brig Gen
SM Humayun Kabir. “These
wards are of 45 beds each
but have to deal with over
150 patients a day.”

He said they are going
to launch the stroke
unit so that the patients
get doctors’ proper
concentration.

The unit will be the
second of its kind in the
country, he said. At present,
such facility is available
at National Institute of
Neurosciences and Hospital
at Agargaon, Dhaka.

Contacted, Prof Dr
Shahena Akter, principal
of Chattogram Medical
College, said the unit
will benefit patients not
only from Chattogram
but also from adjacent
districts including Cox’s
Bazar, Feni, Noakhali,
Rangamati, Khagrachhari
and Bandarban.

Abused there
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Oman as a domestic help for about
five years, said after returning home
in 2016, she had to face unwanted
remarks from society regarding her
stay abroad. She said some “bad
people” would indicate that female
migrant workers get involved in
“unethical activities” abroad.

But this was far from her reality.
“My employer was a woman. She
was kind to me, used to take good
care of me, and cleared my wages
regularly,” she added.

The research was conducted
across four upazilas each of Jashore,
Faridpur, and Chattogram districts
between July-December last year.
Most respondents were returnees
from Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, the
United Arab Emirates, Oman, and
Jordan.

Manirul Islam, lead researcher
of the report, said female migrant
workers are usually considered
“empowered” in  low-income
communities, granting them higher
decision-making powers than most
women. However, upon returning,
they lose most of this power.

“They are no longer respected,
they cannot raise their voice, and
in many cases, they do not come
out of home despite having no
such restriction,” said Manirul, also
deputy director (research) of BILS.

Another female returnee (37),
from Jashore's Jhikargachha
upazila, recounted her
psychological abuse in the hands
of fellow villagers, made worse by
the fact that she was a divorcee. She
found this especially unfair to her.

“I had to struggle a lot to raise my
daughter alone, with little support
from people,” she said.

With her income she built a
small house in her village and sent
her only daughter, aged about 21,
to a local college.

After her return, she now earns
a living by working as a labourer
at local factories in Jashore,
occasionally stitching clothes as
well, which makes it all the more
difficult to stomach the wanton
vitriol from the villagers. The report
said 55 percent of the respondents
had to return home either
unexpectedly or forcefully.

It also said 38 percent
respondents alleged they were
abused physically in the destination
countries, while 52 percent were
victims of forced labour, and 61
percent often suffered from lack of
food and water while abroad.

Mostly aged between 18-49 years,
about a fourth of the returnees
are either divorced, widowed, or
abandoned by their husbands. More
than half of the returnees have no
institutional education.

BILS official Manirul said to
overcome social stigma towards
female returnees, community-level
awareness is required.

He said in their research they
found that about 90 percent of
female returnees think a social
protection system should be created
for them.

Such a system can include a
minimum wage structure for the
returnees and a separate protection
cell for them, he added.
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During winter, the city’s air quality starts deteriorating
sharply due to massive discharge of pollutant particles
from construction sites, rundown roads, brick kilns and
other sources, they say.

Ainun Nishat, professor emeritus at Brac University, said
dust particles from construction sites, earth filling, black
smoke from overloaded motor vehicles and traditional
brick kilns located on the outskirts of Dhaka are largely
responsible for making the city’s air quality worse in winter.

“So, all traditional brick kilns should be modernised as
soon as possible,” he said.
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