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CLIMATE CHANGE
UsS unveils
Amazon
deforestation
pact

AFP, Bogota

Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said Thursday that
the United States will soon
launch an Amazon-wide
regional pact to reduce
deforestation, a bid to
fight a key factor in climate
change.

On a visit to Colombia
weeks before a high-stakes
UN climate summit in
Glasgow, Blinken toured
a greenhouse in Bogota's
botanical gardens where
he saw US-backed projects
to encourage chocolate,
tourism and other industries
rather than logging.

“We can make major
strides in dealing with the
climate crisis,” Blinken said.

Washington's top
diplomat said the United
States would finalize “in
the coming days” a “new

regional partnership
specifically focused on
addressing commodity-
driven deforestation.”

The initiative will
“provide actionable
information to companies
so that they can really
reduce their reliance on
deforestation,” Blinken said.
He said the pact would also
include financial assistance
to help manage protected
indigenous areas and
support the livelihoods of
farmers.

Without giving further
details, Blinken said he
expected the partnership
would help preserve 4,500
hectares of forest and
prevent the emissions of
19 million metric tons of
carbon dioxide.

Rainforests are crucial for
the environment because
they serve as huge carbon
sinks, but greenhouse gas
emissions from burning and
industrial-scale agriculture
in the Amazon account
for higher total annual
emissions than those of Italy
or Spain.
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compound, following new cases of the Covid-19, in Zunyi, Guizhou province, China, yesterday. Beijing plans to test tens of
thousands of people after four new Covid-19 cases were found in a suburban district yesterday, as a new outbreak prompts
school closures and flight cancellations across the country.
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Respect Uyghur rights

Forty-three countries call on China at
LIN; Beijing denounces the move as ‘lies’

from Beijing.

arbitrarily detained.”

incarcerated in camps.

human rights commissioner.

human rights record.”

Forty-three countries have called on China to “ensure full respect for
the rule of law” for the Muslim Uyghur community in Xinjiang, in a
statement read at the United Nations on Thursday that sparked outrage

The declaration, signed by the United States as well as several
European and Asian member states and others, accused China of a
litany of human rights violations against the Uyghurs, including torture,
forced sterilization and forced disappearances.

“We call on China to allow immediate, meaningful and unfettered
access to Xinjiang for independent observers, including the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights and her office,” the countries said in
a joint statement, read at the United Nations by France.

“We are particularly concerned about the situation in the Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region,” the statement continued, Cciting
“credible” reports that “indicate the existence of a large network of
‘political reeducation’ camps where over a million people have been

Beijing has long denied accusations of ethnic cleansing against
Uyghurs and other mostly Muslim Turkic people in Xinjiang, where
experts have estimated that more than one million people are

Its ambassador to the United Nations Zhang Jun furiously denounced
Thursday what he termed the “lies” and “a plot to hurt China”.

“Xinjiang enjoys development and the people are emancipating
themselves every day and are proud of the progress made,” he said.

And while Zhang told media that China was willing to host a
“friendly” visit to the region, he did not agree to an inquiry by the UN

He accused Washington, Paris and London of having a “terrible
In a statement to media, Beijing accused the US for “inhumane ethnic

cleansing” against Native Americans and accused France of committing
“crimes against humanity” in its former colonies.

Myanmar has spiralled
into civil war after coup

Says outgoing UN envoy; junta re-arrests more
than 100 released in amnesty

AGENCIES

Myanmar has spiralled into civil war
following a military coup, the outgoing
UN special envoy on Myanmar said on
Thursday, warning that the chance to
return to democracy is disappearing and
signalling that further targeted sanctions
could be helpful.

Christine Schraner Burgener, who is
stepping down after more than three-and-a-
half years in the role, told the UN General
Assembly in June that there was a real risk of
large-scale civil war after the military seized
power on February 1, detaining Aung San Suu
Kyi and other elected government leaders.

When asked on Thursday if there was now
a civil war, she said: “In the international law
terminology we use internal armed conflict
and I would use this terminology now.”

She said it was “very important” that
governments and the United Nations do not
signal any acceptance of the junta and that
the will of the people - who voted a year ago
to elect Suu Kyi's government - was protected.

The United Nations is faced with rival

claims on who will sit in Myanmar's seat at
the world body. A decision by member states
is due to be made by the end of the year on
whether the junta and or current Ambassador
Kyaw Moe Tun, appointed by the elected
government, should represent the country in
New York, reports Reuters.

Schraner Burgener said the military had
“no interest in compromise or in a dialogue”
and that “the opportunity to help put
Myanmar back on the path to democracy,
democratic reform is narrowing and therefore
I urge the member states to act.” She also
suggested that if more states also imposed
targeted measures that could have an effect.

Meanwhile, Myanmar’s junta has
re-arrested more than 100 anti-coup
protesters freed in a recent amnesty,
according to a local monitoring group
that tracks detentions and killings in the
country. The Southeast Asian nation has
been in chaos since the February coup, with
more than 1,100 killed in a crackdown on
dissent and over 8,000 arrested, according
to the Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners (AAPP), reports AFP.

A Palestinian demonstrator returns a tear gas canister fired by Israeli troops, during a protest against Israeli
settlements, in Beit Dajan, in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, yesterday.
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I want to commit suicide, but
can’'t leave my mother alone’

Afghan woman entrepreneur tells horrific tale of Taliban rule

MoOsSTAFA SHABUJ

Since Taliban came to power in
Afghanistan, Nargis Nayeel Sadat, 22,
a business entrepreneur and women
activist based in Kabul, is on the run
along with her mother to save their
lives after a Taliban court found her

guilty.
Her fault was she helped Afghan
women to become independent

through small businesses.

Nargis was helping them to export
dry fruits and saffron from Afghanistan
to UK for the last five years through
her organisation, the Kabul Business
development Club (KBDC).

That changed overnight when the
Taliban returned to power in Kabul
on August 15. Nargis lost everything
-- her office, job, business, house and
even her freedom.

The Taliban have offered a pledge
of reconciliation, vowing no revenge
against opponents and to respect
women'’s rights -- but so far, almost
none of them have been materialised.

The strict restrictions the Taliban
have imposed on women have already
destroyed hundreds of working
women’s lives and dreams. Despite
the promises, under many pretences,
women are being barred from jobs,
education, and even moving outside
alone, rekindling the fear that the
promises were mere lip-services.

Recalling the nightmare that
followed the same day of the Taliban
takeover, she said the Taliban
stormed into her office and destroyed
everything.

Nargis claimed the charge against

her was framed by “a terrorist group”
of the Haqgani network, who
complained that she had helped
the national security agencies of
the previous regime to catch them
[Hagqani insurgents] one and a half
months ago.

“Now they are freed from jail and
taking revenge against me,” she said.

“A Taliban court convicted me in
a framed case, fined 4 lakh Afghanis.
A Taliban judge (Mullah) fined the

amount and ordered the seizure of
our home.”

“The Taliban court has given me
only 20 days to pay the money but I
don’t even have 10 Afghanis now to
buy bread. Some time we fast as we
have nothing to eat,” Nargis said.

But her ordeal didn't stop there.
She claims the judge has given her a
marriage proposal and promised that
everything will be alright if she agrees.

“If I marry him, the court will release
me from the charge,” Nargis told The

Daily Star a couple of days ago.

Nargis said her troubles are also
linked to the fact that she worked as a
secretary and women rights counsellor
in a consultant group of the then
Ghani-led government.

Despite a general amnesty, she
claims, the Taliban is now looking
for people who helped the US-back
government and worked for foreign
embassies and NGOs.

Nargis claimed some of her
other colleagues are facing harsher
punishments.

“I have lost everything because of
Taliban. In 2016 Taliban killed my
father in an attack near the Torkham
border when I was only a 9th grader.
As 1 have no siblings, I had to start
earning since then,” Nargis told this
correspondent from an undisclosed
location.

“In last 20 years, I have seen success
of many Afghan women,” she said
referring to the post-Taliban period.

“Women set up gyms, owned
clothing brands, were doing jobs and
started their own business enterprises.
I grew up seeing their progress but
after the Taliban takeover we were
forced back to the square one. We find
ourselves again confined within the
four walls,” Nargis lamented.

Nargis, who won two national
awards in 2015 and 2016 by
the National Empowerment for
democracy (NED), sees no hope for
the future.

“I want to commit suicide but I
can't leave my mother alone,” said a
distraught Nargis.
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