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As is tradition, Chapasthan witnessed 
yet another spate of violence 
perpetrated by the majority on the 
minority in the past couple of days, 
triggering the country’s authorities and 
experts to recycle their remarks about 
pluralism, conspiracy and geopolitics.  

Just like every year, authorities are 
in shock, as if they had no idea that 
something like this could happen for 
the 3,718th time. No concrete step has 
been taken yet to prevent further such 
incidents. Loads of cases have been 
filed, however, because authorities have 
to show just how serious they are.

The recent attacks were sparked by the 
Facebook Live of a random guy, whose 
“sentiments were hurt”. These “hurt 
sentiments” spread to different corners 
of the country and resulted in loss of 
lives, homes and valuables. Again.

It would be fair to say that 
Chapasthanis are a bit too sentimental.

When journalists approached 
Chapasthan police for answers, 
they said, “We are looking into the 
incident.” 

Asked about the previous 3,000 
incidents, they replied, “We are still 
looking into those.” 

Questioned about the lack of 
progress, they remarked, “Look, looking 

takes time, but we will look into the 
matter of inefficiency.”

Meanwhile, the Chapasthan 
government told citizens to be united 
against such violence, live in harmony 
with fellow citizens, and absolutely 
crush the opposition party, which is 
responsible for everything wrong with 
the country because they are lying, 
conspiring scum.

CNP -- the opposition party that, 
many say, stoke the violence -- said 
such attacks are the government’s grand 
conspiracy to stay in power and has 
nothing to do with Chapasthanis’ lack 
of tolerance, or the attackers belonging 
to the country’s tolerance-lacking 

majority, which allows them to suppress 
minorities, or a ploy to just grab land.

“Guys, it’s not your [majority’s] fault. 
Let’s oust the government. Everything 
will be so much better then. Don’t you 
trust me?” said a CNP spokesperson.

On social media, “experts” are 
analysing the probable social, political 
and cultural origins for the attacks and 
possible fallout.

“This is all part of a scheme by 
neighbouring countries to destabilise 
Chapasthan, as the country is part of an 
economic tug of war,” said one tone-
deaf person. 

When a commenter asked for proof, 
he said, “Dude, believe me.”

Another “expert” took a more 
sociological approach and wrote a 1,000-
word essay, using terms like “cultural 
hegemony” and “social stratification”, 
which alienated the handful of people 
who understand basic English.

Amid all these vain dialogues and 
discussions, voices of the victims 
and their supporters continue to 
demand justice not just for the recent 
incidents but for every instance of 
violence against minorities. Time will 
tell whether these voices are heard or 
ignored like always.

*We have not used the adjective 
c0mmun@! in this article. You’re welcome.

Country in disbelief after 3,718th episode 
of majority-on-minority violence
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Faced with seemingly insurmountable 
odds, the Tigers came out trumps and 
made it through to the Super 12 stage of 
the T20 World Cup. 

The Tigers had to battle oppressive 

heat, the injustice of having to qualify 

for a World Cup despite being ranked 

sixth in the world, and stronger gravity 

in Oman to win against two teams 

made up of uncles who have greater life 

experience.

But the aforementioned odds and 

injustices pale in comparison to the 

ridicule they had to face back home 

when they lost the first match against 

Scotland and when they were outplayed 

for about two-thirds of the match 

against Oman -- the home team made 

up of amateur cricketers. The team and 

the BCB president had to put up with 

statuses like “No Oman No Cry” that got 

a zillion likes and shares.

“One thing they [the ridiculers] do 

not understand is that while everyone 

is thinking that we are playing against 

amateurs like Oman and Papua New 

Guinea, these teams are full of people 
who have much more experience than us 
in the wider world,” said a cricketer who 
refused to disclose his identity. 

“Which is why they can play better 
than us in some crunch situations – in 
everyday life, they have bills and other 
things to think about. All we think about 
is cricket and we get paid handsomely 
for it, but for them, cricket is just another 
part of their lives. It took a lot out of us 
to win matches against them after losing 
against Scotland – who are only semi-
amateur,” he said. 

Bangladesh’s ace cricketer Shakib 
Al Hasan also offered a reason, not an 
excuse, for dropping seemingly simple 
catches during the matches of the 

qualifying round. 
“The lights are low here, and we think 

that the ball falls faster here,” he said 
during a press conference following their 
win over the home team. 

Aino Faisiks, the latest appointee of 
the cricket board, who knows physics, 

endorsed Shakib’s assertion. 
“Not many people know this, but 

Oman falls in a zone where the gravity 
is slightly greater. I am going to write a 
paper in this regard, and I fully expect 
it to be Pir-reviewed,” Faisiks said. “And 
combined with the low lights, the greater 

gravity can be really difficult when 
catching the ball. But we expect it to be 
much easier when we play in the main 
round of the World Cup in the UAE.”

But the Tigers should not have been 
playing in the qualifying round in the 
first place. The team is one of the best 
in the world, sixth-best, and only had 
to suffer the ignominy of losing to 
Scotland because the ranking cut-off 
was so long ago. 

But as the Tigers showed by beating 
Australia and New Zealand in the lead-
up to the World Cup and in the more 
proper cricketing conditions of Mirpur, 
the team are just getting started. They are 
revving up. They lost against Scotland, 
won unconvincingly against Oman, and 
then absolutely thrashed Papua New 
Guinea. 

So, as Aino Faisiks said, when they 
do start playing in the UAE, other teams 
better watch out. 

*The writer is a fanboy who somehow 
manages to squeeze in articles at the last 
minute. We do not vouch for the veracity of 
the quotes he has provided. 
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