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8 accidents, same
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“There are potholes at different points on the road. They 
get obscured under ankle-to-knee deep water, which 
collects here even after a drizzle,” he added.

Md Selim, a local resident, said he comes across 
accidents regularly, especially after rain. It prompted 
him to take an initiative to pump out water from the 
road with the help of a motor.

According to Selim, it takes around two hours to 
pump away rainwater with the motor.

Anik Sarkar, a van driver, said it is very tough to drive 
on the road, especially through Ali Bahar point, as 
there is always traffic congestion due to the road’s poor 
condition.

“We have been repeatedly complaining to Dhaka 
South City Corporation to repair the road, but to no 
avail,” said traffic sergeant Md Ramzan Munshi.

“We have to deploy two traffic police officers at this 
point to prevent accidents,” said Ramzan.

Contacted, Harunur Rashid, executive engineer of 
the city corporation (DSCC), said the road is not under 
DSCC’s jurisdiction and is maintained by Roads and 
Highways Department (RHD).

Shamim Al Mamun, executive engineer of RHD 
(Dhaka), said the road at this point faces this condition 
due to waterlogging. 

Water often overflows from drains of adjoining areas, 
as vehicles from nearby factories and shops clog the 
drains, he added. 

According to him, the drains there are supposed to 
ensure smooth flow of rainwater, but water from nearby 
areas pose a problem, and that’s what causes most of the 
waterlogging.

“We are going to turn it into a six-lane road. A project 
proposal has already been prepared,” said Shamim.

Under the project, a concrete road will be constructed, 
with drains on both sides to solve the waterlogging, and 
they will continue to repair the road and maintain the 
drains to keep the thoroughfare usable, he said.

Education of 37 million
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affecting countless children, and many will continue to be 
felt in the years to come,” it said.

“We cannot overlook the impact that the disruption of 
education services has had on children, particularly the 
most vulnerable. When schools remain closed, children 
miss out on the biggest opportunity to learn and develop 
to their full potential. The future of an entire generation 
is at stake; therefore, we need every effort to ensure a 
safe reopening of schools as soon as possible. Otherwise, 
the learning loss will be difficult to overcome,” stated 
Marcoluigi Corsi, Unicef regional director a.i. for East Asia 
and Pacific.

While countries across Asia are taking actions to provide 
students with distance learning, a Unicef-supported study 
by the Campaign for Popular Education (CAMPE) showed 
that two out of three pre-primary to upper secondary 
students in Bangladesh were not reached through remote 
education during pandemic school closures.

In addition to the lack of material assets and support to 
access technology, other significant obstacles that prevent 
disadvantaged children, including many girls, from 
accessing distance learning during these difficult times 
include a generally poor learning environment, an increase 
in pressure to take up domestic household chores and 
being forced to work outside the home, the report said.

The report underscores the importance of delivering 
equitable and inclusive distance learning at scale to reach 
all children during full or partial school closures, while 
providing a package of support to ensure children’s health, 
nutrition and wellbeing.

It also calls on governments and partners to strengthen 
teaching and teacher support, so as to address current low 
levels of learning and help narrow the learning divide, and 
protect and preserve education funding.

“With schools now open in Bangladesh after an 
18-month closure, we must spare no effort to rapidly put 
in place mechanisms that help children catch-up, keeping 
a particular focus on the most disadvantaged children. 
Now is the time to invest, to strengthen the education 
system, and to bridge digital inequalities,” said Sheldon 
Yett, Unicef representative to Bangladesh.

Case against DNCC mayor
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ground to take cognisance of the charges.
Earlier in the day, Abdur Rahim, a resident of the capital’s 

Tejgaon area, filed the case with the tribunal against Mayor 
Atiqul under sections 25 and 29 under the Digital Security 
Act.

The judge then recorded the complainant’s statements.
According to the case, Mayor Atiqul forcibly 

possessed the complainant’s property and intentionally 
published various offensive, false, intimidating, and 
defamatory information about him [complainant] 
and his family through various media using the digital 
devices.

A legal notice was sent to the mayor on September 12, 
but he did not respond, the case statement said.

Unite against hate
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DU Vice-Chancellor Prof M 
Akhtaruzzaman said the rise of 
communal forces in various parts 
of the country is disgraceful and 
cannot be tolerated. “We demand the 
government immediately identify the 
perpetrators.”

Former vice-chancellor of 
Jagannath University Prof Mijanur 
Rahman said, “When these incidents 
occur, thousands of people get 
charged, but later, offenders get 
away with it. We demand that those 
responsible for these incidents receive 
exemplary punishment.”

DUTA President Prof Rahmat 
Ullah, General Secretary Nizamul 
Hoque Bhuiyan, and former VC of 
Noakhali University of Science and 
Technology Prof Wahiduzzaman were 
present among others.

Chittagong University Teachers 
Association and Jagannath University 
Teachers Association organised 
separate human chains on their 
campuses, condemning the attacks.

In the afternoon, under the banner 
“Poet-writer-artist-journalist against 
communal violence”, hundreds of 
different professionals formed a 
human chain in front of the National 
Museum at the capital’s Shahbagh.

They placed an eight-point 
demand, including arresting the 
attackers, taking prompt action 
against perpetrators of previous 
attacks, and stopping communal and 
gender insensitive speeches in the 
name of waz mahfil.

Writer Swakrito Noman placed the 
demands at the human chain, while 
artist Sangeeta Imam, writer Ahmed 
Mostafa Kamal, actress Moutishi 
Biswas, researcher Chanchal Ashraf, 
and journalist Julhas Nur were present 
among others.

A group of left-leaning activists held 
an “anti-communal harmony march” 
from Paltan to Dhakeshwari Mandir. 
After reaching Dhakeshwari Mandir, 
they held a rally there. Bangladesh 
Chhatra Union Central Committee 
President Foez Ullah announced 
that they would surround the home 
ministry on Sunday, demanding 
resignation of Asaduzzaman Khan.

“Everybody is saying the Durga 
idol is being vandalised, but in 
reality, Bangladesh is being broken 
into pieces. There was no resistance 

towards the attacks, rather people who 
went to resist faced obstacles. This 
means the government is supporting 
the attacks,” former Chhatra Union 
president and peasants’ leader 
Manabendra Deb said.

Pragatishil Chhatra Jote brought out 
a procession at noon on DU campus, 
and a group of lawyers under the 
banner “Lawyers’ Sampriti” formed 
a human chain in front of Dhaka 
Metropolitan Sessions Judges’ Court.

In Brahmanbaria, Sommilito 
Sangskritik Jote held a protest 

programme in the town, and 
demanded resignation of the home 
minister for his “failure to resist 
attacks on minorities”.

Besides, protest processions were 
organised in Dinajpur, Noakhali, 
Savar, Manikganj and Feni. 
TIB STATEMENT

Transparency International 
Bangladesh in a statement slammed 
the failure of law enforcers in fending 
off attackers at various parts of the 
country. “We saw that hundreds of 
cases were filed across the country, 

accusing thousands... but the real 
perpetrators are not being identified, 
and officials are not rising above the 
clichéd political blame games. The 
real perpetrators remain behind the 
scene, while communal violence 
continues. We saw no action against 
attackers, though more than one and 
a half thousand homes and mandaps 
belonging to the Hindu community 
got vandalised and were set ablaze.” 

[Our correspondents from 
respective districts contributed to the 
report.]

Jubo Adhikar Parishad formed a human chain in front of Jatiya Press Club.
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31 AL candidates set to win
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same district, five under Laksam upazila of Cumilla, 
and rest under Sirajganj, Jashore, Kishoreganj, Bagerhat, 
Jamalpur, Sherpur, Manikganj, and Narayanganj 
districts.

A total of 71 candidates were elected unopposed in the 
first phase of UP election, which witnessed polls to 364 
UPs. Most of the 71 were from the ruling party, said EC 
sources.

Ruling Awami League candidates won 267 chairman 
posts in the first phase of elections.

In the first phase, elections were held in 204 UPs on 
June 21 and 160 UPs on September 20.

The EC held the first-phase polls on two dates due to 
Covid-19.

Voter turnout in September 20’s UP elections, held in 
seven districts, was 69.03 percent, and it was 64.73 percent 
in June 21’s elections, held in 13 districts.

Election to 1,007 UPs in the third phase of election will 
be held on November 28.

Rallying
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at a doa mahfil arranged 
by Dhaka-south city 
unit of Jatiyatabadi 
Swechchhasebak Dal at 
BNP’s Nayapaltan central 
office, which prayed for the 
speedy recovery of party 
chairperson Khaleda Zia.

The BNP leader said 
Bangladesh is a country 
of religious harmony, and 
people of different religions 
have been living here 
peacefully for a long time, 
showing respect for each 
other’s religion.

He accused the 
government of inciting 
communal violence to 
arrest BNP leaders and 
activists, and thus, divert 
people’s attention from 
price hike of daily essentials 
and utility services.

“Around 300 of our 
leaders and activists have 
already been arrested. We 
would like to make it clear 
that it won’t be possible to 
suppress BNP with all these 
attacks and cases,” he said.

He questioned the reason 
behind Awami League’s 
“Harmony Rally and Peace 
Procession”, saying it is the 
responsibility of the ruling 
party to protect communal 
harmony.

Abbas said AL should 
step down after handing 
over power to a neutral 
government, which will 
pave the way for a credible 
national election.

“We’ll accept whoever 
will come to power 
through the election under 
a non-partisan neutral 
government,” he added.


