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Death anniv 
of Shafiuddin 
Ahmed
CITY DESK

Today is 
the ninth 
death 
anniversary 
of 
Shafiuddin 
Ahmed, a 
leading local organiser of 
Liberation War, politician 
and social worker, said a 
press release. 

On this occasion, a 
doa mahfil will be held 
today at his village home 
in Khaishakhali under 
Shibpur upazilla of 
Narsingdi district. 

The family members 
have requested all to pray 
for the salvation of his 
departed soul.

BNP forms
FROM PAGE 3

concern over the reported 
desecration of the Holy 
Quran during the biggest 
religious festival of the 
Hindu community and 
subsequent attacks on puja 
mandaps, vandalism and 
violence at the “patronage” 
of the ruling party in 
different areas, including 
Cumilla, Chandpur, 
Noakhali and Chattogram.

Fakhrul said their 
standing committee thinks 
that the government 
itself has created such a 
communal crisis in the 
country to divert public 
attention from the existing 
political crisis. 

He said their standing 
committee urged the 
government to ensure the 
religious freedom of the 
Hindu community.

Down with the flu
FROM PAGE 3

Sabiha Begum, mother of one-year-old Al-Araf, said she 
could not get her son admitted to this hospital on October 
10 due to scarcity of seats. Prior to that, she had also tried 
admitting him to Bangladesh Shishu Hospital, but could 
not find a seat. 

During a visit to the Bangladesh Shishu Hospital, a 
huge crowd of parents were found waiting with their ailing 
children.

Aminul Islam, a resident of Singair of Manikganj, said 
as per the doctor’s suggestion, they had their daughter’s 
ECG done at the hospital on October 11, but could not get 
the report till noon next day.

“We could not go to a private hospital as we did not get 
the report,” he said.

Preferring anonymity, a staff of the report delivery 
section of the hospital said they were under tremendous 
pressure due to the sheer volume of tests, which made it 
difficult to deliver reports on time.

Talking to The Daily Star, meteorologist Bazlur Rashid 
said the country is experiencing abnormal weather for this 
time of the year, with temperatures continuing to rise till 
the second week of October. The average temperature in 
September was also high compared to other years.

“Usually, people expect to catch a whiff of winter around 
this time of the year, as the winds start to blow from north-
west,” he added.

According to the Bangladesh Meteorological 
department, the wind that carries the cold wave is yet to 
arrive, and as a result October has kept getting warmer, 
with the month’s highest daily maximum temperature of 
37.2 degrees Celsius recorded in Sylhet on Monday.

According to a report of the World Bank, Bangladesh 
has become warmer over the past 44 years, with an increase 
in annual mean temperature of 0.5°C between 1980 and 
2019, which was calculated using three-year averages.

Shall we
FROM PAGE 3

Everyone in the area had 
not eaten since the night of 
the attack. Later, the local 
administration provided 
food. There is no electricity 
in the area as the power 
connection was also 
destroyed.

Around 10pm on 
Sunday, miscreants 
reportedly set fire to 
25 houses and shops, 
including seven tin-shed 
houses, nine buildings, 
four mud houses and two 
shops in Majhipara, Battala 
and Hatibandha villages of 
Ramnathpur union, under 
Pirganj upazila. A total of 
66 families were affected by 
the incident, according to a 
government agency.

At least 42 people have 
been detained for the arson 
attack.

Asked, Devdas 
Bhattacharya, deputy 
inspector general of police 
of Rangpur range, said 
“Extremists were behind 
the attack. Locals have 
nothing to fear now, as 
the police, BGB and local 
administration are here to 
protect them.” 

Public hospitals 
serving three times 

their capacity
Says health minister

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The country’s public hospitals have been serving patients 
over three times their capacity, Health Minister Zahid 
Maleque said yesterday. 

However, the health sector’s share of the GDP is too 
little when compared to that of developed countries, the 
minister said while addressing a meeting on adoption and 
implementation of the Health Protection Act. 

“While we are spending only 0.9 percent of our GDP for 
the health sector, developed countries have been spending 
five percent or more,” Maleque said. 

He mentioned how the health budget increased by 12 
times over a span of 21 years. In 2000-2001 fiscal, the budget 
allocation was Tk 2,689 crore, while it is Tk 32,731 crore 
for 2021-2022. “But health budgets in developed countries 
are many times higher. If health insurance schemes can be 
adopted along with the Health Protection Act, it would be 
a groundbreaking progress for the health sector,” he said.

Four killed in 
road crashes
STAR REPORT

At least four people were 
killed and seven injured 
in road accidents in two 
districts in the last two days, 
report our correspondents.

In Dhaka’s Matuail, 
a man died and another 
was injured, after a bus hit 
their motorcycle on Dhaka-
Chattogram highway 
yesterday afternoon.

The deceased is Abul 
Kashem (60), an employee 
of a chocolate factory at 
Karwan Bazar. 

In Sirajganj, three people, 
including a mother and her 
son, were killed and at least 
six injured in two separate 
accidents on Sunday night.

The deceased are 
Monwara Begum (45) and 
her son Nayan Hossain 
(20) of Sadar upazila, and 
Anwarul Islam (46) of 
Bogura’s Shariakandi.

A truck hit a three-
wheeler at Nolka Bridge 
around 9pm, killing the 
mother and son, said police.

The three injured were 
taken to a local hospital. 

At Trishal’s  Khalkula, 
a bus hit a human haulier 
around 8:30pm, killing 
Anwarul and injuring three.

Near Shahbagh’s Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University, parts of the footpath is obstructed with 

materials for development works. As a result, pedestrians have to walk through the narrowed and broken 

pavement, squeezing into single lines to pass the area. One slip, and the result could be an accident. This photo 

was taken yesterday. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN


