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KoNGKON KARMAKER, from Pirganj, Rangpur

Vor. XXXI No. 268

“Saw two defeats last night. One was the Bangladesh cricket team's
andit hurt. The other one was for the entire Bangladesh, which tore
' myheart to pieces... We did not want this red and green.”
'\\ FORMER TIGERS' CAPTAIN MASHRAFE BIN MORTAZA
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When fear is
all they feel

Zealots unleash hell on Pirganj Hindus,
vandalise 70 houses, burn down 25
of them, loot valuables
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They were already cringing in horror over what had happened at different
places across the country over the last few days.

Their fears became a reality when tensions started simmering on Sunday
afternoon over a Facebook post allegedly demeaning Islam.

By the time of Maghrib prayers, the post went viral and a mob formed.
Then came the provocative announcements over loudspeakers from at
least three mosques. And then, true to the pattern seen over the last few

days, the mayhem descended.

In a matter of hours on Sunday night, Boro Karimpur, a fishing village

by the Akhira in Pirganj, Rangpur, was left in ruins.

Shell-shocked Hindu fishermen yesterday said their neighbourhood
was attacked from all sides around 8:30pm.

MORE ON PAGE 3

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3

Your Right to Know

“Together with President Biden,
we aim for a global vaccination
rate of 70 percent by next year.”
EU CHIEF URSULA VON DER LEYEN
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“We are suspending the work of our official mission to
Nato, including the work of our military representative
from November 1 or it could take a few more days.”

SIAN FOREIGN MINISTER SERGEI LAVROV ON ROW OVER SPYING
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A woman sitting on the street at the capital’s Shahbagh intersection yesterday during a demonstration
against continued attacks on the homes and temples of Hindu people in different districts. The first
attack happened in Cumilla on October 13 amid puja celebrations. More photos on page 2.
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We demand

ANSWER

from admin

Outraged, thousands
gather at Shahbagh,
demand justice for
communal violence

STAR REPORT

They were from all walks
of life -- university teachers,
students and other
professionals -- but their
voices were united.

Outraged, they blocked
the busy Shahbagh
intersection, carrying
placards and chanting
slogans like “Why were
temples attacked?”, “We
demand answers from
administration” and
“Minority Ministry must be
formed”.

Joining hands together,
the protesters vowed to
sweep out communal
forces from the country.

Along with the capital,
demonstrations and
rallies were organised in
different districts in protest
of the attacks on temples,
houses and shops during
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Remain alert
against 1975

like carnage
PM urges people

Bss, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday
called upon the people to remain alert
against 1975-like killings, coups and
conspiracies that could hinder the
country’s progress.

“I urge the people to be alert against
killings [like in 1975], coups and
conspiracies in Bangladesh that can
impede country’s progress,” she said.

The PM was addressing a programme
marking the opening of the “Sheikh Russel
Day” and distribution of “Sheikh Russel
Gold Medal” among the winners on the
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STupeNTS VicTtiM OF ScHOOL CLOSURE

7.86m at risk of
learning loss

) 8.7% engaged in income generating
activities

) 40% households have no device for
attending remote learning

) Poorer students need free education-
supporting digital devices

MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR

Around 7.86 million students were at risk of learning loss as schools
remained closed for almost 18 months due to the pandemic, according
to a new study.

A good number of students were also suffering from mental stress and
facing risks of getting engaged in income-generating activities due to the
closure, it says.

The study also says that the number of such students increased in
August-September compared to March.

Power and Participation Research Centre (PPRC) and Brac Institute
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UNRC calls
for end to

attack on
Hindus

Amnesty calls for
their protection

STAR REPORT

UN Resident Coordinator
in Bangladesh Mia Seppo
has said the recent attacks
on Hindus, “fuelled by hate
speech” on social media,
are against the values of the
constitution and need to be
stopped.

“We call upon the
government to ensure
protection of minorities
and an impartial probe,”
she said in a tweet
yesterday.

The UNRC called
upon all to join hands
to strengthen inclusive
tolerance in Bangladesh,
reports UNB.

Meanwhile, Amnesty
International in a
statement said protection
of Hindus and others must
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HC forms board
to run Evaly

Commerce ministry panel to
recommend way to recover
money from errant sites

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday formed a five-member board
to run Evaly in the absence of its incarcerated directors
as the government forages to find a way to pay back the
controversial e-commerce platform’s long line of creditors.

Shamsuddin Chowdhury Manik, a former of the
appellate division of the Supreme Court, would be the
chairman of the five-member board and Mahbub Kabir
Milon, an additional secretary of the government, the ex-
officio managing director.

The other members are Md Rezaul Ahsan, former local
government secretary, Fakhruddin Ahmed, a chartered
accountant, and Khan Mohammad Shamim Aziz, a lawyer.

The board will try to run Evaly as a viable entity, and
if not possible, it will take steps to wind up the company,
said the HC bench of Justice Muhammad Khurshid Alam
Sarkar while passing the order.

The order comes following a series of hearings on a
petition filed on September 22 under the Companies Act
1994 by an aggrieved customer named Md Farhad Hossain
seeking Evaly’s liquidation.

In May, Hossain had purchased a washing machine for
Tk 33,308 from Evaly but he never received the product

SEE PAGE 5 COL 1

Do-or-die
for Tigers

SPORTS REPORTER from Muscat

Bangladesh team seems
to have found themselves
in the middle of a desert
with a one-way traffic in
Oman as the six-run defeat
in the first qualifier game
against Scotland on Sunday
changed the entire mindset
of the Tigers.
One more mistake
from here could force
the Tigers to pack their
bags and return home as
Mahmudullah Riyad and
Co take on hosts Oman in
what appears to be a test
of survival at the Al Amerat
Cricket Stadium today.
Even if Bangladesh

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

Parked CNG-run three wheelers occupy the
entirety of the underpass at the capital’s
Jurain, forcing regular motorists to take
detours. The drivers have turned the
underpass into a station, complete with a
bullhorn to maintain order.
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