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BOND GIRLS
that can give 00s
a run for
THEIR MONEY
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In all honesty, we no
longer wish to refer them
as Bond Girls. Leading
women in the James Bond
. franchise may seem quite a
mouthful, but that is exactly
how things have shaped
up, at least since ‘Casino
Royale’ to No Time to Die’
— where Daniel Craig takes
on the 007 moniker.

In his 5-film stint, Craig

has reprised a role that
revealed the seams in its
transformation from a plain
spy with a licence to kil

in the first film, to a more
poised agent befitting the
character of Bond in the
later screen edttions.

In every step of the way, a
grouE of female characters
who can otherwise rival

James Bond every step of

the way has supported the
role, and we have loved
them all

MARY GOODNIGHT

BRITT EKLAND; THE MAN WITH THE
GOLDEN GUN, 1974

There is this entire era when female bond
co-stars were simple damsels in distress.
Thank goodness, that time is over!

Even with roles reduced to being just
the onscreen female, rather than radiating
any feminine persona, some characters
stands out. The goofy intelligence officer,
clad in her bikinis was once enough to
steal our hearts. Perhaps, not anymore! But
even in all her frivolity, Britt Ekland as Mary
Goodnight is an iconic lady.

HONEY RIDER
URSULA ANDRESS; DR. NO, 1962
We are absolutely in love with Honey
Ryder. She seems cold in her appearance,
but as the first female character to have
occupied a fair share of the storyline, she
still reigns as one of the coolest women to
have rubbed shoulders with Bond in his
missions.

And frankly, why save the best for the
last?

EVE MONEYPENNY

NAOMI HARRIS; SKYFALL, 2012

This is one character that has evolved
over the years. In the recent films, she has
gone miles beyond her comical guise. She
is an accomplished MI6 field agent, not
intimidated by the thought of giving up
the chase and settle for something that
suits her traits better. Moneypenny now
actively coordinates with all secret agents

of the Crown, as M’s personal assistant, and

is one of the few people James Bond truly
trusts.

TATIANA ROMANOVA

DANIELA BIANCHI; FROM RUSSIA WITH
LOVE, 1963

Striking women have always played the
female protagonist of James Bond, and
perhaps none more beautiful than Daniela
Bianchi. She has her quirky moments in the
film, like when she slips into Bond'’s room
wearing a black lace choker. And, nothing
more!

She is as loyal to Russia as Bond is to
the Crown. In Romanova, we find an agent
perhaps not as fierce in action, but with a
mental strength that can almost outmatch
the double 0.

PALOMA
ANA DE ARMAS; NO TIME TO DIE, 2021
In a steaming gown, and guns in her
hands, she takes on the world order as
evil as Spectre. Together with Bond, she
forges an amazing partnership (surprises
even Bond himself), and that too with
only three months of training. Beat that!

When there is an outcry over more
formidable female characters in the
James Bond franchise, and with a
strong tradition of recurring roles like
M and Moneypenny, can we please
have more of Paloma in Bond 26?

The world of espionage will only
be better for it.

XENIA ONATOPP

FAMKE JANSSEN; GOLDENEYE,
1995

James Bond has starred femme
fatales in the past, but none as
steamy as Xenia Onatopp. She is
the henchwoman, who squeezes
in on every great Bond Girls list
ever made. For good reasons!
When first introduced in the
film, Goldeneye, we were
mesmerised by her panache,
only to realise that the
seductress is as evil as it gets.

CAMILLE MONTES

OLGA KURYLENKO;
QUANTUM OF SOLACE, 2008
Although the film offers little in terms of
cinematic brilliance, Quantum of Solace
does have some of the best fashion
moments for a female protagonistin a
bond film. We were awe-struck by the dress
she was wearing, and Olga Kurylenko surely
shines as much as Bond. If there was one
fashion icon we love for a Bond Girl, Camille
Montes would be it.

SOLITAIRE

JANE SEYMOUR; LIVE AND LET DIE, 1973
We don't believe in luck but Solitaire almost
had us believed in chance! She is one of the
most exotic characters Bond had ever met,
and certainly one of the most enchanting.
She predicted the coming of Bond, his
appearance, but could not predict how

he would sweep her off her feet. When its
Solitaire, can we blame Bond for trying!

ELEKTRA
KING
SOPHIE MARCEAU; THE WORLD IS NOT
ENOUGH, 1999

Once a frail, innocent girl, her abduction

by terrorists turns King into a manipulator.
She outgrows her evil schemes, and offers
the world to Bond, in return for his betrayal
to the Crown. Which Bond, despite his
weakness for King, refuses!

Bond has seen a fair share of Parisian
beauties, but none more electric than
Elektra King. She offers a rare insight of
what turns people to evil. It iterates the fact
that people are not born evil, but made so.

TERESA DI VICENZO

DIANA RIGG; ON HER MAJESTY’S SECRET
SERVICE, 1969

This may seem like an unorthodox pick
among our readers, but we are all in awe

with Tracy. She

was after all, the
only Mrs Bond
in the entire
franchise.

Despite her
family links with
Spectre, Bond
realises Tracy is

strong enough to

take him off guard,
touch the softness
that remains within
the hearts of even 00s.
James falls for her, only
to face a tragedy.

VESPER LYND
EVA GREEN; CASINO
ROYALE, 2006
She had the rare ability
to read through James.
She tore him apart even at
the very first instance they
met. And, she definitely
broke the wall that Bond
had built around him over
the years as a spy on her
majesty’s service.
A pun for West Berlin at
the height of the Cold War,
Vesper Lynd is a troubled soul
torn between the love that
she finds, and her past. She
has a wall of her own; she is
enigmatic, and the first girl to
strike a chord in James's heart.

DR MADELINE SWANN
LEA SEYDOUX; SPECTRE, 2015
As far as we know, she is‘good at hiding’and
that's one trait that makes her irresistible to
Bond, and us viewers alike. She is last seen
driving off with Craig at the end of Spectre,
a plausible hint that we might finally see
007 retire. What happens will happen in No
Time to Die (no spoilers here), but one thing
is clear, after Vesper Lynd, Bond could have
finally found his solace.
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