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PUBALI BANK

Ashim Kumar Roy, general manager of Pubali Bank Ltd, and Mohammed Jakir Hossain, 

general manager of Best Electronics Ltd (BEL), exchange signed documents of a 

memorandum of understanding at the bank’s head office yesterday. The MoU will enable 

the credit cardholders of the bank to enjoy EMI facilities at the outlets of Best Electronics. 

Safiul Alam Khan Chowdhury, managing director of the bank, Mohammad Ali, additional 

managing director, and Syed Asaduzzaman, managing director of BEL, were present.

BANK ASIA 

Md Arfan Ali, managing director of Bank Asia Ltd, and AMM Golam Towhid, managing director of Syngenta Bangladesh, exchanged signed documents of an agreement at the Bank 

Asia Tower in Dhaka recently. The deal will promote microloans among smallholder farmers and SME loans among retailers. Mohammad Ziaul Hasan Molla and Alamgir Hossain, 

deputy managing directors of Bank Asia, and Mohammad Hedayet Ullah, head of sales, and Mainur Rahman Bhuiyan, company secretary of Syngenta Bangladesh, were present.

Factory inspection begins this month
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At least two factories will be inspected per day by each 
team, he said.

Chowdhury further said that the inspection team 
would send reports based on which Bida will prepare 
recommendations, if any, for the factory in question.

Later, the recommendations will be forwarded to 
the relevant officials of both government and industrial 
agencies.

Following a tragic fire at the Hashem Foods factory in 
Narayanganj that left over 50 dead earlier this year, the 
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) announced a 24-member 
committee headed by Salman F Rahman, the prime 
minister’s adviser for private industry and investment, to 
help prevent such incidents in the future.

After that, the PMO ordered the relevant authorities 
to launch an inspection campaign across Bangladesh, 
appointing Bida to lead it in coordination with business 
associations, such as the Federation of Bangladesh 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry and Bangladesh 
Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association.

Chowdhury said a total of 46,100 factories across the 
country will undergo safety inspections in phases.

However, he said they are yet to fix the deadline to 
complete the inspection.

Melamine market growing steadily
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Other influencers include their durability, 
colour stability with smooth surface finish 
and being odourless, he said.

“Customers like melamine products due 
to affordable price and attractive design,” 
he noted. He believes the demand would 
continue to grow in line with economic 
growth in rural Bangladesh.   

Sharif Melamine has simultaneously 
explored its export market so far in 14 
countries, namely the US, Norway, Sweden, 
Russia, Finland, Kazakhstan, Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar, Oman, United Arab Emirates, India, 
Bhutan and Australia.

It looks and feels like ceramic, is a food 
safe plastic free from Bisphenol A, perfect 
for indoor and outdoor use, easy to clean 
and is dishwasher safe, said Fahim Hossain, 
deputy general manager for Pran-RFL 
Group’s Italiano brand.

Apart from local demand annually 
increasing by 10 per cent to 15 per cent 

during the past decade, there is huge 
potential in the global market, he said.

Italiano products are regularly being 
exported to 18 countries, including the 
US, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, Saudi 
Arabia, United Arab Emirates, India and 
Spain, he added. 

Hossain believes the sector employs 
around 10,000 people. However, there was 
no reliable data about the total investment, 
he said.   

Mrimoy Kanti Das, assistant general 
manager of Bengal Melamine, said the 
Bengal Group of Industries entered the 
melamine sector just four years back taking 
note of the market’s rapid growth.

He said the market was growing rapidly 
as people, particularly in rural and semi-
urban areas, like melamine products for 
their beautiful designs and durability.

Besides, the price of melamine products 
is reasonable compared to those of ceramic, 
he added.  

Govt conducts 
feasibility study 
for FTA with 
Thailand
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plastics and rubber 
articles, products of 
chemical or allied 
industries, boilers, 
machinery and 
mechanical appliances; 
mineral fuels, prepared 
foodstuffs, beverages, 
spirits and vinegar and 
man-made fibres.

Currently, Bangladesh 
enjoys duty benefit on 
export of some goods to 
Thailand under the least 
developed country (LDC) 
category. 

However, the 
preferential trade benefit 
to Thailand will come to 
an end in 2026 with the 
LDC graduation.

Haque said the 
commerce ministry has 
been negotiating with 
many countries like 
India, Indonesia, Japan, 
Thailand and some other 
East Asian nations to sign 
FTAs, preferential trade 
agreements (PTAs) or 
comprehensive economic 
partnership agreements 
(CEPAs). 

This is to continue 
availing duty waivers even 
after Bangladesh make 
the United Nations status 
graduation from an LDC 
to a developing county in 
2026, he said. 

So far, only one PTA 
has been signed with 
Bhutan in December 
last year.  


