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An operator lights up a kerosene-run lamp, which is part of a

British-era signalling device installed at Mobarakganj railway

station in Jhenidah’s Kaliganj upazila.

PHOTO:
AZIBOR RAHMAN

BriTisH ERA SIGNALLING LAMPS

Lives at

stake at

13 rly stations

Our CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

It might come as a surprise, but 13 out of
around 440 railway stations in the country
are still using night-time switching signal
lights run by kerosene oil and manual
track switching mechanisms -- all installed
during the British era.

A railroad switching mechanism --
referred to as ‘points’ by railway employees
in the country -- at a railway station or a
junction guides an incoming train onto
a free track to avoid collision with a
stationary train.

Switching signal lights are illuminated at
night to inform the driver of an incoming
train as to whether the train can approach a
station or pass through a junction.

Both cargo and passenger trains passing
through these 13 stations -- located in the
districts of Chuadanga, Jhenidah, Jessore
and Khulna -- at night run the risk of serious
accidents and fatalities, as the switching
signals are often blown out by strong wind.

In 2020, four trains were derailed at
railway stations in Jhenidah and Jashore.
In one of the accidents that took place at
Safdarpur station in Jhenidah that year,
an estimated damage worth around Tk
3 crore was incurred when a freight train
loaded with stones collided head-on with
another oil laden freight train.

This year, on February 22, two
compartments of the Sundarbans Express
were derailed at Kotchandpur station in
Jhenidah.

According to data from Signal and
Telecommunications office at Pakshi
Division of Bangladesh Railway (west
zone), 22 trains pass back and forth
every day through the 13 stations from
Chuadanga’s Darshana to Khulna city.
There are nearly 160 kerosene signalling
lights at these stations, with each station
having around 10 to 12 signals and around
9 to 10 switch points on both sides.

All the kerosene lamps inside the signal
casings are lit up by an operator called

‘point man’ before a train is given clearance
to approach a station at night. But before
that, the same operator has to select a
designated track for the incoming train by
manually flipping all the tumblers of point
levers, each weighing 26 kilograms.

In case the lamps in the signals are
blown out by wind, the driver stops the
train abruptly to avert an accident. When
such occurrences happen in the middle of
nowhere and in the dead of night, passengers
are often gripped by fear and panic.

Sanjoy Biswas, point operator at
Kotchandpur station in Jhenidah, said
passengers on the route suffer immensely
as the kerosene lamps at the station go off
frequently.

For the safety of all, the lamps need to be
replaced with a modern and computerised
signalling system, he added.

Assistant Cabin Master Anisur Rahman
and Point Man Ashrafuzzaman Liton of
Jashore railway station said it is quite
difficult for even the strongest of the
employees to unlock and set nearly a dozen
of point levers at a station, especially during
adverse weather conditions.

Asked, Station Master Shahjahan Sheikh
of Mobarakganj station in Jhenidah's
Kaliganj upazila said though the current
signalling system is not flawless, it does not
pose too much risk.

Talking to this correspondent over
phone, MM Rajib Billah, a signal and
telecommunications engineer at Pakshi
Division office of Bangladesh Railway
(west zone), said the signalling and track
switching systems have been modernised
along the rail tracks between Rajshahi
city and Darshana when the tracks were
converted to double tracks.

Approval has already been given to
upgrade the single rail track between
Darshana and Khulna city rail stations into
double tracks and the signalling and track
switching systems along the tracks will also
be modernised during the work, he added.
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DEFAMING A WOMAN

DSA case filed
against upazila
chairman

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A case has been filed under the Digital Security Act against
two people, including an upazila parishad chairman, for
defaming a woman on Facebook.

Shima Rani Sheel, an activist of the ruling Awami
League, filed the case with the Cyber Tribunal in Rajshahi
on September 26.

The case came into the limelight after a month as Rezaul
Haque Babu, chairman of Bera Upazila Parishad in Pabna,
was quizzed by police in this regard.

Besides Babu, who is also the president of Jatsakini
union AL, one named Molla Arman was also made accused
in the case.

According to the plaintiff, Arman, the key accused in the
case, posted a defamatory comment about her character on
his Facebook on September, 19.

The second accused shared the post to defame her in
society, she added.

The Cyber Tribunal accepted the case and directed the
Police Bureau of Investigation (PBI) to investigate the
incident.

Md Fazle Elahi, superintendent of PBI, Pabna, told The
Daily Star that they were investigating the case.

“After getting court order we have started the
investigation,” he said.

Meanwhile, Babu said that the case was politically
motivated and filed to harass him.

Poisoned in their habitat

FROM PAGE 1

“They [forest officials] could not go to the
spot until Wednesday morning, although
the incident took place around 5:00pm on
Tuesday. They sometimes hold awareness
campaigns at the wupazila auditorium
despite our request to hold those near
forest areas,” he said.

Abhijit Kumar Barua, range officer of
Moheskhali Range wunder Chattogram
Coastal Division, told The Daily Star that
they found proof of the brutality upon a
visit to the area on Wednesday morning.

“We found a total of three monkeys
500 yards away from where the killing
took place. Bananas laced with toxins were
found around the field. A troop of monkeys
came out from the nearby forest and died
within hours of consuming the fruit,” he
said.

Abhijit said usually 30 to 50 monkeys
roam together in a group.

He said they identified the accused and
collected the necessary proof of the crime to
file a case under the Wildlife Conservation
Act-2012.

Mentioning the area as a habitat for
wildlife, Abhijit said some influential locals
encroach upon the forest, start farming
there and view wildlife as a nuisance. When
monkeys and other wildlife feast on the
crop, they lay snares to kill them.

“We have seen various crop fields
including those cultivating bottle gourd,
eggplant and other crops there. Due to poor

manpower, it becomes tough to evict those
... a few months ago, one of our colleagues
died after being attacked by grabbers in
Moheskhali,” he said.

Elephants, monkeys, fishing cats
and badgers have been falling victim to
illegal grabbers of forestland in greater
Chattogram for some time.

As per the Wildlife Conservation Act-
2012, if a person commits any crime against
wildlife, he or she will be jailed for one year
or pay a fine of Tk 50,000, or both in case
of the first crime. The penalties are doubled
for repeat offences.

Wwildlife Biologist Monirul H Khan,
also professor of Zoology at Jahangirnagar
University, said it was a truly sad incident.

“Forest department must stop farming
inside the forest and take necessary steps
to protect wildlife, which has been facing
severe onslaught across their range,” he
said.

Mohammed Abdur Rahman, divisional
forest officer of Chattogram coastal forest
division, told The Daily Star that his range
officer went to the spot with a veterinary
surgeon.

“We will sue the accused, who has
already been identified, after receiving
autopsy report,” he said.

Abdul  Hai, officer-in-charge  of
Moheskhali Police Station, told The Daily
Star they heard around 50 monkeys were
killed, but no one came to lodge any
complaint as of yesterday evening.

Free eye camp for
underprivileged
people

Star CouNnTtrY DESK

Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI) and
Rights and Sight for Children (RSC), in partnership with
Faraaz Hossain Foundation, organized a free eye screening
camp for the underprivileged people in coastal area of
Patuakhali’s Bauphal upazila on Tuesday, marking the
World Sight Day-2021.

A team of doctors from Isphani Islamia Eye Institute
& Hospital, Barisal provided treatment, from 10:00am to
4:00pm, to the underprivileged patients at the eye camp,
according to a press release.

The free eye screening camp was aiming to identify
and treat every underprivileged people, mostly financially
unable to seek treatment, in the coastal areas who were in
need of eye surgery, medicine or eyeglasses.

As many as 757 underprivileged children and adults
received free eye treatment at the camp.

Of them, 106 patients were diagnosed with cataracts and
286 patients with refractive errors. About 195 eye glasses
were also provided free of cost during the day-long camp
while the rest of the refractive error patients will receive
their eye glasses on October 22 from RSC Learning Centre
(Opposite of Kalaiya Hayatunnesha Girls High School).

Besides, cataract patients will undergo surgery at Isphani
Islamia Eye Institute & Hospital, Barisal, while about 365
patients were given medicines from the camp.

Founder and Executive Director of DCI Dr Ehsan Hoque
in a special message said, “The goal of this eye camp is to
provide the light of vision and new hope to the unfortunate
and underprivileged people in memory of Faraaz.”

Mr SM Faisal Ahmed, chairman of 10-Kalaiya Union
Parishad (UP), attended the eye camp as chief guest.

Frup OVER PROPERTY

Schoolteacher
arrested

Our CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Police on Tuesday night arrested a schoolteacher in
connection with a case for assaulting his father in
Chatmohar upazila of the district earlier in the day.

The matter draws attention among general people after
photos of incident went viral in the social media.

The arrestee is Mohammad Mojnur Rahman, a teacher
at RCN & BSN Government Model Pilot High School.

Meanwhile, police produced the arrestee before a Pabna
court yesterday that sent him to jail, rejecting his bail
prayer.

Officer in Charge (OC) of Chatmohar Police Station
Anwar Hossain said Mojnur entered Mohela Post Office in
Chatmohar on Tuesday noon and forced his father Ataur
Rahman, a sub-postmaster, to register all his ancestral
properties in his name.

When Ataur denied to do so, the arrestee beat his father
at his office and later in a huge crowd when he tried to
leave the place to avoid further humiliation, the OC said.

Police arrested the culprit after Ataur filed a case with
Chatmohar Police Station against his son the same day.

Dev spree to go on despite odds

FROM PAGE 1

Highlighting various initiatives taken by
her government to reduce disaster risks,
the premier said they were doing their part
while the people would have to do theirs
in this regard.

“People need to be careful and take
some measures accordingly. While
constructing houses, offices, and business
establishments, you have to keep in mind
that disasters such as fire, storm and flood
can strike any time. So, everyone should
follow the building code while constructing
those to stay away from the risks.”

Referring to BNP’s arson attack (in
2014 to thwart the national election), the
premier urged all to remain alert to man-
made disasters.

She mentioned the measures taken
by her government such as giving cash
incentive to the people and businessmen
as well as relief materials to the masses,
providing treatment to the people,
purchasing vaccines to minimise people’s
hardship and keeping the wheels of the
economy moving amid the pandemic.

Hasina said her government has
launched the mass Covid vaccination
campaign with a target of bringing
80 percent citizens under vaccination
coverage.

She called upon all to follow health
protocols as anyone can become infected
with Covid even after taking the vaccine.

The PM opened CPP’s four units --
Druto Saradan Unit (quick response
unit), Pani Theke Uddar Kora Unit (rescue
from water unit), Oti Joar Monitoring O
Saradan Unit (high-tide monitoring and
response unit) and Khelay Khelay Durjog
Prostoti Unit (disaster preparedness with
fun).

She hoped that these units will help
CPP accelerate disaster management work.

State Minister for Disaster Management
and Relief Enamur Rahman and Secretary
Md Mohsin spoke on the occasion from
Osmani Memorial Auditorium in the
capital.

Lawmakers, government officials and
other dignitaries joined the programme
from the Muktijoddha Math, Cox’s Bazar.

Hasina earlier unveiled the cover of a
book titled “Durjog Sahonshil Bangladesh
Binirmane Sheikh Hasina”.

On behalf of the PM, the state minister
for disaster management and relief
distributed “lifetime honorary medal” to
three best organisers and six volunteers,
including three women, for their
outstanding contribution to the field of
disaster risk management.

The lifetime awardees are: organisers
Saidur Rahman, AKM Hasan Al Rashid,
and AJM Golam Rabbani, and volunteers
Shova Rani Das, Ratna Rani Dey, Hawa
Begum, Fazlul Karim, Abdul Hasim Siraj
Kazi, and Md Hanif.

Booters bow out

FROM PAGE 1

a free-kick from captain Jamal Bhuiyan, but Oscar Bruzon’s
charges, who needed victory to advance to the title decider,
were left shell-shocked when the referee pointed to the spot
following a collision inside the Bangladesh box in the 86th
minute of the game.

Bangladesh winger Saad Uddin seemed to have come
in contact with a Nepalese forward, who made most of the
incident, diving on to the pitch.

The Bangladesh team, who were down to 10 men on
79 minutes following goalkeeper Anisur Rahman's sending
off, protested vehemently, but to no avail.

Anjan Bista converted the spot-kick past substitute
goalkeeper Ashraful Islam Rana to equalise with two
minutes of normal time remaining.

With a man down and morale shattered, there was no
coming back for Bangladesh while the Nepalese players
and officials were ecstatic on having made it to their first
final of the regional competition.

Nepal will play the final on October 16 against either
Maldives or India, with the qualifier slated to be decided
following the group’s final match late last night.
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Memo No. 46.42.6100.002.07.001.20-966 Date: 13 October, 2021
Invitation for Tender (Works
e-Tender Notice No. 05/2021-2022
This e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the pre of following waorks:
sl e-Tender Package & name of work Tender Tender closing &
No. ID No. publication opening (date &
(date & time) time)

0. 619496 58/e-GP/Rev/2020-21 (1) HBB Road from Gostha Abul's house to Mojibur Rahman 17-Oct-2021 02-Nov-2021
Akanda's house (2) HBB Road from Pashan Driver's house to Hasib Bhai's house 12:00:00 15:00:00
in Ward 25 of Sadar Upazila (3) HBB Road from Barbila Paschimpara Chanu shop
to Shahid's house in Bhabkhali union (4) Development of Road from the house of
Mr. Jalal in Akua Maralbari to the house of Dr. Mannan (5) Development of Kushtia
Markazul Haque Madras under Sadar Upazila under during the FY/2020-2021.

0z 619497 58/e-GP/Rev/2020-21 (1) Development of Road house of Mr. Hafiz Chairman at 17-0ct-2021 02-Nov-2021

Dapunia Union (2) Development of 10 No. Ward Natun Bazar Jamee Mosque 12:00:00 15:00:00
(2.00) & Development of Begunbari Hossainia Hafizia Madrasha (0.50) (3)
Development of late Usman Mandal Road from MCC 27 No. Ward Chapra Mosque
paved road to the house of Ab. Jabbar Ali (4) Complete of incomplete work Putialir
Char Barbari Social graveyard at Ghagra Union (5) Development of Aqua
Sardarbari Islamia Mosque under Sadar Upazila during the FY/2020-2021.

03. 619498 60/e-GP/Rev/2020-21 (1) Development of Shabdul Munshi Moor Jamee Mosque in 17-0ct-2021 02-Nov-2021
12 No. Jahangirpur Union (2) Development of Rajabaria Kamaria Hafizia Madrasha 12:00:00 15:00:00
in 10 No. Sherpur Union under Nandail Upazila during the FY/2020-2021.

04. 619499 61/e-GP/Rev/2020-21 (1) Construction of Road for the Mosgue of Narendrapur Md. 17-0ct-2021 02-Nov-2021

Sohrab Maulana Saheb in Kharua Unicn (2) Development of Swagradi Purbpara 12:00:00 15:00:00
Jamee Mosque in 1 No. Union Bir Betagair (3) Development of Moazzempur
Dakkhin Nayapara Jamee Mosque in 5 No. Ward in 2nd Moazzempur Union (4)
Development of Baitul Mamur Jamee Mosque in Kaliapara (West) 2 No. Ward in
Moazzempur 2 No. Union (5) Completion of incomplete work of Mandail
Municipality 8 No. Ward Dakshin Para Sarbajanin Durga Mondir (6) Development
of Dhanua Uttarpara Furkania and Hafizia Madrasha under Nandail Upazila during
the FY/2020-2021.

05. 619500 62/e-GP/Rev/2020-21 (1) Development of Social graveyard in front of Manzil's 17-Oct-2021 02-Nov-2021
house in Chari Anapara village in 5 No. Ward Nandail municipality (2) 12:00:00 15:00:00
Development of Bus Stand Jame Mosque at Chamia Bazar in Moazzempur 21 No.

Union (3) Development of Achargaon High School Eidgah Math (4) Development
of Kaliganj Alim Madrasha in Rajgati Union (5) Development of Bir Kamatkhali
Furkania and Hafizia Madrasha under Nandail Upazila during the FY/2020-2021.

086. 619501 63/e-GPfRev/2020-21 (1) Repair of Fulbaria Dack bungalow owned by the district 17-0ct-2021 02-Nov-2021
council (2) Development of Road from Shuvria Jalil Khalifa's house to Habi 12:00:00 15:00:00
Khalifa's house (3) Construction of Pond Guide Wall at Dasbari Furkania Madrasha
(4) Development of Puraton Garuhata Jamee Mosque (5) Development of
Deckhola Majhipara Purbapara Deenbandu Mondir (6) Development of Kushmail
Pannapara Baitul Sharif Jamee Mosque under Fulbaria Upazila during the
FYI2020-2021.

07. 619502 64/e-GP/Rew/2020-21 (1) Development of Jamee Mosque adjacent to Faruk 17-0ct-2021 02-Nov-2021
Member's house at Baddigram in Balian Union (2) Development of Dakkhin 12:00:00 15:00:00
Kalibajail Hatem Doctor Bari Baitul Haque Jamee Mosque (3) Development of
Chhankanda High School Road in Fulbaria Union (4) Development of Bhatipara
Jamee Mosque in 01 No. Ward of Fulbaria Union (5) Development of Jamee
Mosque adjacent to Jorbaria Ramzan Sarkar House, 7 No. Ward in Fulbaria Union
under Fulbaria Upazila during the FY/2020-2021.

08. 619503 65/e-GP/Rev/2020-21 (1) (a) Development of Jamee Mosque adjacent to the 17-0ct-2021 02-Mov-2021

house of A Rahim at 7 No. UP Kismat Narail Paschimpara (1 lakh) (b) 12:00:00 15:00:00
Development of Koyrahati Jamee Mosque at 9 Mo. Dhara U.P. (1 lakh) (c)
Development of Jamia Hussainiya Darul Uloom Majhiail Madrasha at 9 No. UP.
Dhara (2 lakh) (d) Ali Shah Bazar Niljan Jamee Mosque at 6 No. Bildora Union &
Development of Bausa Talukdar Bari Jamee Mosgue in 12 No. Swadeshi Union
(1.50 lac) (2) Development of Bausa Talukdar Bari Jame Mosque in Swadeshi
Union under Haluaghat Upazila during the FY/2020-2021.

09. 619504 66/e-GP/Rev/2020-21 (1) Complete of Incomplete work of Langair Sheikh Bari 17-0ct-2021 02-Nov-2021
Mosque in Langair Union (2) Complete of Incomplete work of Barihati Bazar river 12:00:00 15:00:00
ghat in Tangab Union (3) Construction of Shahed Abdul Byapri Turan (4)

Development of Paithal Shahed Nagar Uttarpara Baitul Nur Jamee Mosque under
Gafargaon Upazila during the FYil2020-2021.

10. 619505 67/e-GP/Rew/2020-21 (1) Complete of Incomplete work of Langair Sheikh Bari 17-0ct-2021 02-Nov-2021
Mosque in Langair Union (2) Complete of Incomplete work of Barihati Bazar river 12:00:00 15:00:00
ghat in Tangab Unicn (3) Construction of Shahed Abdul Byapri Turan (4)

Development of Paithal Shahed Nagar Uttarpara Baitul Nur Jamee Mosque under
Gafargaon Upazila during the FY/2020-2021.
1. This is an online tender advertisement where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no offine/hard copies of bid will be
accepted.
2. Tosubmit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP Portal (www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.
3. The fees for purchasing the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP Portal have to be deposited online through any registered bank branches
up to 01-November, 2021 at 4.00pm.
4. Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP Portal and from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure gov.bd).
Lira Tarafder
Chief Executive Officer (In-charge)
Zila Parishad, Mymensingh
GD-1833 E-mail: ceozp@zpmymensingh.org.bd




