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Free eye camp for 
underprivileged people
STAR COUNTRY DESK

Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI) and 
Rights and Sight for Children (RSC), in partnership with 
Faraaz Hossain Foundation, organized a free eye screening 
camp for the underprivileged people in coastal area of 
Patuakhali’s Bauphal upazila on Tuesday, marking the 
World Sight Day-2021.

A team of doctors from Isphani Islamia Eye Institute 
& Hospital, Barisal provided treatment, from 10:00am to 
4:00pm, to the underprivileged patients at the eye camp, 
according to a press release.

The free eye screening camp was aiming to identify 
and treat every underprivileged people, mostly financially 
unable to seek treatment, in the coastal areas who were in 
need of eye surgery, medicine or eyeglasses. 

As many as 757 underprivileged children and adults 
received free eye treatment at the camp. 

Of them, 106 patients were diagnosed with cataracts and 
286 patients with refractive errors. About 195 eye glasses 
were also provided free of cost during the day-long camp 
while the rest of the refractive error patients will receive 
their eye glasses on October 22 from RSC Learning Centre 
(Opposite of Kalaiya Hayatunnesha Girls High School). 

Besides, cataract patients will undergo surgery at Isphani 
Islamia Eye Institute & Hospital, Barisal, while  about 365 
patients were given medicines from the camp. 

Founder and Executive Director of DCI Dr Ehsan Hoque 
in a special message said, “The goal of this eye camp is to 
provide the light of vision and new hope to the unfortunate 
and underprivileged people in memory of Faraaz.”

Mr SM Faisal Ahmed, chairman of 10-Kalaiya Union 
Parishad (UP), attended the eye camp as chief guest.

FEUD OVER PROPERTY 

Schoolteacher arrested
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Police on Tuesday night arrested a schoolteacher in 
connection with a case for assaulting his father in Chatmohar 
upazila of the district earlier in the day. 

The matter draws attention among general people after 
photos of incident went viral in the social media.

The arrestee is Mohammad Mojnur Rahman, a teacher at 
RCN & BSN Government Model Pilot High School.

Meanwhile, police produced the arrestee before a Pabna 
court yesterday that sent him to jail, rejecting his bail prayer.

Officer in Charge (OC) of Chatmohar Police Station 
Anwar Hossain said Mojnur entered Mohela Post Office in 
Chatmohar on Tuesday noon and forced his father Ataur 
Rahman, a sub-postmaster, to register all his ancestral 
properties in his name.

When Ataur denied to do so, the arrestee beat his father 
at his office and later in a huge crowd when he tried to leave 
the place to avoid further humiliation, the OC said.

Police arrested the culprit after Ataur filed a case with 
Chatmohar Police Station against his son the same day.

BRITISH ERA SIGNALLING LAMPS

Lives at stake at 
13 rly stations

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

It might come as a surprise, but 13 
out of around 440 railway stations 
in the country are still using 
night-time switching signal lights 
run by kerosene oil and manual 
track switching mechanisms -- all 
installed during the British era.  

A railroad switching mechanism 
-- referred to as ‘points’ by railway 
employees in the country -- at 
a railway station or a junction 
guides an incoming train onto a 
free track to avoid collision with a 
stationary train.  

Switching signal lights are 
illuminated at night to inform the 
driver of an incoming train as to 
whether the train can approach a 
station or pass through a junction.  

Both cargo and passenger 
trains passing through these 13 
stations -- located in the districts 
of Chuadanga, Jhenidah, Jessore 
and Khulna -- at night run the risk 
of serious accidents and fatalities, 
as the switching signals are often 
blown out by strong wind.

In 2020, four trains were 
derailed at railway stations in 
Jhenidah and Jashore. In one of 
the accidents that took place at 
Safdarpur station in Jhenidah that 
year, an estimated damage worth 
around Tk 3 crore was incurred 
when a freight train loaded with 
stones collided head-on with 
another oil laden freight train.  

This year, on February 22, two 
compartments of the Sundarbans 
Express were derailed at 
Kotchandpur station in Jhenidah.    

According to data from Signal 
and Telecommunications office 
at Pakshi Division of Bangladesh 
Railway (west zone), 22 trains pass 
back and forth every day through 
the 13 stations from Chuadanga’s 
Darshana to Khulna city. There 
are nearly 160 kerosene signalling 
lights at these stations, with each 
station having around 10 to 12 
signals and around 9 to 10 switch 
points on both sides.

All the kerosene lamps inside 
the signal casings are lit up by 
an operator called ‘point man’ 

before a train is given clearance 
to approach a station at night. 
But before that, the same operator 
has to select a designated track for 
the incoming train by manually 
flipping all the tumblers of point 
levers, each weighing 26 kilograms.    

In case the lamps in the signals 
are blown out by wind, the driver 
stops the train abruptly to avert an 
accident. When such occurrences 
happen in the middle of nowhere 
and in the dead of night, passengers 
are often gripped by fear and panic.  

Sanjoy Biswas, point operator at 
Kotchandpur station in Jhenidah, 
said passengers on the route suffer 
immensely as the kerosene lamps 
at the station go off frequently. 

For the safety of all, the lamps 
need to be replaced with a modern 
and computerised signalling 
system, he added.

Assistant Cabin Master 
Anisur Rahman and Point Man 
Ashrafuzzaman Liton of Jashore 
railway station said it is quite 
difficult for even the strongest of 
the employees to unlock and set 

nearly a dozen of point levers at a 
station, especially during adverse 
weather conditions. 

Asked, Station Master 
Shahjahan Sheikh of Mobarakganj 
station in Jhenidah’s Kaliganj 
upazila said though the current 
signalling system is not flawless, it 
does not pose too much risk. 

Talking to this correspondent 
over phone, MM Rajib Billah, a 
signal and telecommunications 
engineer at Pakshi Division office 
of Bangladesh Railway (west 
zone), said the signalling and 
track switching systems have 
been modernised along the rail 
tracks between Rajshahi city and 
Darshana when the tracks were 
converted to double tracks. 

Approval has already been given 
to upgrade the single rail track 
between Darshana and Khulna city 
rail stations into double tracks and 
the signalling and track switching 
systems along the tracks will also 
be modernised during the work, 
he added.

An operator lights up a kerosene-run lamp, which is part of a British-era signalling device installed at 

Mobarakganj railway station in Jhenidah’s Kaliganj upazila. 
PHOTO: 

AZIBOR RAHMAN

A family with multiple 
disabled persons 
gets house
A female philanthropist helps the family after 
seeing Facebook post
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A family with multiple disabled 
persons in the municipality area of 
Phulbari upazila in Dinajpur got a 
brick-built house after a philanthropist 
of Dhaka came forward to help them 
following a Facebook post depicting 
their inhuman living conditions for 
the shortage of places. 

The two-room brick-made house 
was built in PurbaKatabari area of 
Phulbari Municipality, on a piece of 
land of Kanai Saha, a disabled person 
of the family.

This new house was handed over to 
the family on Saturday. 

Saila Sabrin, managing director of 
PPS Plastic Pipe Industry Limited of 
Gazipur, also a philanthropist, handed 
over the house to the family members 
as chief guest on Saturday. Phulbari 
Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO) Reaz 
Uddin, and Mahmud Alam Liton, 
mayor of Phulbari municipality, were 
also present there.

UNO Reaz Uddin said the 
government built at least eight 
lakh houses across the country and 
distributed those among the distressed 
people marking the birth centenary 
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman. It is always not possible 
for the government alone to ensure 
housing for all. Things will be easier if 
the philanthropists across the country 
come forward.  

Sabrina, in her speech, said she felt 

peace after handing over the gift. 
Mehedi Hasan Ujjal, a local 

journalist of Phulbari upazila, updated 
a status on Facebook describing the 
inhuman living condition of the 
family with four disabled persons on 
November 5 last year.

They were living in a run-down 
house. 

The Facebook post attracted the 
attention of the philanthropist, who 
visited the family in January this year 
and pledged to give them a house as 
a gift. 

Construction of the house was 
completed recently. 

All the four members, including 

a woman, are either mentally and 
physically challenged, said the locals. 

She also gave the family Tk 1 lakh as 
monetary assistance. 

Kanai Saha, a physically challenged 
member of the family, said that the 
house they had been staying in for 
years was not in a livable condition.

Kanai Saha, one of the members of the family with multiple disabled persons, 

sitting beside the newly built house gifted by philanthropist Saila Sabrin in 

Phulbari upazila of Dinajpur. Above, Saila hands over the symbolic key of the 

house to the family on Saturday. PHOTO: STAR


