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Terminal turmoil on Savar road
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“No one cares about keeping the 
road free. That the area has no 
traffic police only adds to our 
woes,” he said.

This is all the more frustrating 
given that the load-unload spot is 
right next to Savar Model Police 
Station, he said.

General secretary of Savar Bazar 
Byabshayi Kallyan Samity Anwar 
Mondol, also a trader in Namabazar 
area, said, “The stagnancy of the road 

affects our businesses as well, but we 
are forced to load and unload this 
way as there’s no terminal nearby.”

“We have requested the 
authorities concerned, including 
the mayor and the local MP, in 
this regard, but we are yet to get a 
terminal,” he added.

Contacted, Savar municipality 
mayor Hazi Abdul Goni said they 
have not been able to build a 
terminal due to unavailability of a 
suitable piece of land.

“If they [the market authority] 
gave us a land today, we would start 
building the terminal right away,” 
the mayor said.

He said they’ve asked the market 
authorities to carry out loading and 
unloading activities at night, but it 
only fell upon deaf ears.

The mayor also said they’ve 
requested the regional police to 
deploy traffic personnel at the area, 
but this is yet to take place.

However, traffic inspector 

(admin) of Dhaka District North 
Traffic Police Station Abdus Salam 
said they did not get any application 
from the municipality.

Besides, he said, they are faced 
with a shortage of personnel, 
which would make the deployment 
difficult anyway.

Despite repeated attempts, this 
correspondent could not reach local 
MP Dr Enamur Rahman, also state 
minister for Disaster Management 
and Relief, for comments.

Mega projects interfering
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The mayor also said he becomes frightened 
when he thinks about what will happen 
during the rainy season. “We have requested 
the authorities concerned time and again so 
that they at least construct a culvert for water 
to pass until they [DSCC] finish the works. 

But they are not paying any heed,” he said. 
“Our extensive work to solve the city’s 

drainage system and waterlogging problem 
is ongoing. We have started a Tk 103 crore 
work to solve the problems, and this year 
we have kept Tk 74 crore budget in this 
regard in DSCC’s own fund,” said Taposh.

Missing Saleh 
Ahmed’s son 
gets job at city 
corporation
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Son of Saleh Ahmed, who 
went missing after falling 
into a drain in Chattogram 
in August, has got a job at 
the city corporation.

Chattogram City 
Corporation Mayor Rezaul 
Karim Chowdhury handed 
over the appointment letter 
to Sadequllah Mohim 
on Tuesday, said mayor’s 
personal secretary Abul 
Hasem.

Sadequllah (21) 
has been appointed as 
the workshop helper 
at Chattogram City 
Corporation, he said.

Sadeequllah, an HSC 
candidate, said, “My father 
was the only earning 
member of our family. I 
want to study more and 
at the same time want to 
support my family.” 

On August 25, Saleh 
Ahmed fell into an open 
drain at Shulak Bahar near 
Muradpur Police Box in 
Chattogram city. 

Since then the vegetable 
trader has been missing. 

AL men behind e-commerce
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20th death anniversary of former BNP 
leader Afsar Ahmed Siddiqui. 

Stating that he “saw the photograph of 
a CEO of an e-commerce company with 
the prime minister”, Fakhrul said some 
people are cutting deep into the pockets 
of people and plundering money with 
the “patronage of the government and the 
ruling party”. 

He said the “ruling party men” also 
shattered the banking system and depleted 
the banks through widespread plundering. 

“Every bank is now at stake. If you talk 
to bankers you’ll have an idea about the 
real situation. I’ve a friend who happens 
to be an economist. He knows this system 
very well. He says those who keep money 
in banks or are involved in the banking 
system are the worst affected ones as every 
bank is in a state of bankruptcy,” the BNP 
leader claimed. 

He also alleged that general people 
except the ruling party leaders are now 
denied loans by banks as all bank directors 

belong to Awami League. 
“For a loan of Tk 10 crore, one has to 

pay a bribe of Tk 5 crore while the rest Tk 5 
crore is hardly needed to be returned.” 

Fakhrul said it is a pity that some people 
are plundering public money and making 
their fortunes in this country where many 
people live alongside roads and footpaths 
as they have no shelter. 

“Today we see many people building 
new houses and buying cars though they 
had lived a very ordinary life 10 years back.
This has been possible because of their 
involvement with the ruling party. This is 
the reality everywhere, even at the upazila 
level,” he observed. 

Criticising AL General Secretary Obaidul 
Quader for his comment that BNP’s plan to 
create another mass uprising like the 90s is 
a daydream, Fakhrul said the ruling party 
has in fact got unnerved with the possibility 
of losing power. 

He called upon BNP leaders and activists 
to get united to oust the government and 
“restore democracy” in the country. 

DoE fines 3 steel
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were fined after a hearing over 
environmental pollution held 
yesterday.

He also said the chemist of 
Chattogram DoE conducted the drive 
at the three mills on  October 12 and 
found evidence of making iron rods by 
shutting down the ATPs. 

“Each of the three mills were fined 
Tk 5.4 lakh, totaling Tk 16.2 lakh,” 
Nuri informed. 

Meanwhile, two more industrial 
establishments, Haji Washing and 
Popular Washing, were fined Tk 1.72 
lakh for operating factories while 
shutting down their effluent treatment 
plant (ETP).

DNCC to build eco-park
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rehabilitation facility (housing area) 
for those evicted from the area. The 
housing area will have 900 sq ft flats 
for 200 families in Zone 7.

The project will be shown to Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina on November 
4 for approval.

The youth camp will be in zone-
1. A food court, boat club, parking, 
deck, angling space and ferris wheel 
will be constructed in zone-2. The 
biodiversity island will be in zone-4. 
A floating restaurant and food hut will 
be built in zone-5; and a lotus pond, 
footbridge and sitting area in zone-6.

In addition, there will be farmland, 
and BADC’s cold storage and seed 
warehouse in zone-8. Zone-9 will 
contain a training centre, multipurpose 
hall, and exhibition space; and a solar-
aquatic treatment plant and park will 
be built in zone-10.

At the learning centre, youths will 
be trained on different environmental 
aspects, and they will receive first-
hand experience of working with 
nature.

Iqbal Habib, adviser of the project, 
said the government had acquired 173 
acres of land earlier, but now, most of 
it is occupied by land grabbers.

In the dry season, the canals retain 
water from the pond, and during 
monsoon, they bring water into it, he 
said.

There are many encroachers there, 
so the land and canals have to be 
recovered based on CS maps, and 
water navigation will have to improve, 

he added.
With the DNCC mayor’s vision, 

authorities are planning to properly 
develop the retention area, so people 
can see it as a recreational spot. The 
project is being designed to not just 
be sustainable financially but in terms 
of maintenance as well.

Habib said “Solar Aquatic 
Technology” will be used to treat lake 
water and make it drinkable, and the 
entire park will run using electricity 
generated from solar power.

A ferris wheel, called “Dhaka Eye”, 
would be installed at the entrance 
point, he added.

No entrance fee will be taken from 
visitors, but they will be required to 
pay fares for availing the facilities, 
Habib said.

People will be able to enter the area 
through 12 to 14 points, he said.

The project will not be funded by 
the government but rather by DNCC, 
which is expected to issue municipal 
bonds or “green bonds” in a bid to 
attract investments for the projects.

Contacted, DNCC mayor Md 
Atiqul Islam said they will recover 
the land gradually to implement 
the project, as it will not possible to 
recover the whole area at once.

“We have already held a 
meeting with the security exchange 
commission to implement the project 
with green bonds and will not take 
any money from the government,” he 
said.

They want to complete the project 
by the next two years, he added.

No political
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The press release 
mentioned that “the 
meeting said the 
management committee is 
committed to maintaining 
the discipline and 
orderliness at any cost 
for the interest of club 
members.”

“The rules and 
conditions prescribed for 
the rent of various halls 
and auditoriums of the 
club must be complied 
with,” it said.

The meeting also 
decided to ban the 
programmes in name of 
Jihad Smriti Parishad, Zia 
Parishad and any political 
party’s rallies and events.

The committee sought 
cooperation from all 
concerned in this regard.

Contacted, Press Club 
general secretary Elias 
Khan said there were some 
chaotic incidents that took 
place on that day.

“I was abroad at the 
time but learned that many 
people were present at the 
programme -- more than 
our auditorium capacity. 
We have many auditoriums 
where every day various 
events take place and 
the whole area becomes 
crowded.

“Besides, our limited 
parking space gets full due 
to so many gatherings. 
Also, the ongoing metro 
rail project has already 
narrowed the road in front 
of the club. Due to all of 
these reasons, we have 
decided to discourage 
mass gatherings on the 
premises.”

Asked, he said, “There 
is no connection between 
the virtual meeting with 
Tarique Rahman and the 
current decision.”

Dengue claims
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43 were infected in May and rest are 
from January to April.

According to the DGHS, 82 people 
have died of dengue infection in the 
country this year. Twelve people died 
in July, 34 in August, 23 in September 
and 13 in October so far.

Among the deaths, 76 people 
have died in Dhaka division, two 
in Chattogram and Khulna and one 
each in Rajshahi and Mymensingh 
divisions.

Though most of the patients who 
were hospitalised have so far been 
released, 928 are still undergoing 
treatment at hospitals in Dhaka, and 
48 outside the capital, the DGHS data 
shows.

On a warm Ashwin noon, anglers set out on Sylhet Sadar’s Chengerkhal river. 

Holding umbrellas, they fish all day and take the day’s catch to the Mogolgaon or 

Badaghat bazars, selling their array of fish -- including eels, catfish, seer fish and 

more -- for up to Tk 2,000. This photo was taken recently. PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR
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