
NEWS12 DHAKA THURSDAY OCTOBER 7, 2021, ASHWIN 22, 1428 BS

Dengue data dearth
FROM PAGE 16

According to the health directorate, at least 203 dengue 
patients were hospitalised in 24 hours preceding 8:00am 
yesterday. Of them, 33 were admitted to healthcare 
facilities outside Dhaka.

With the new cases, a total of 1,139 people have been 
diagnosed with the disease this month. 

This takes the total number of this year’s dengue cases to 
19,336 in the country. Among them,  2,527 were reported 
outside Dhaka.

The virus has claimed 73 lives this year so far.
Experts suggested introducing an automated system like 

that of Covid-19 so that information about any patient 
who would test positive for dengue can be included in the 
DGHS data.

“The actual number of dengue patients would be 10 
times higher than the DGHS figures as cases of only 41 
hospitals are recorded by the health directorate,” said 
Bashar.

He said his four relatives were receiving treatment at 
home which would not be included in the DGHS data.

Statistics collected by The Daily Star shows that at least 
1,745 dengue patients were admitted to 10 hospitals and 
clinics in the capital from August 1 to September 15. 

Of them, 85 were admitted to Dr MR Khan Shishu 
Hospital and Institute of Child Health from September 7 to 
13, and 35 were admitted to AMZ Hospital Ltd in Badda, 60 
to Al-Raji Hospital, 208 to CARe Medical College Hospital 
and 120 to Aalok Healthcare and Hospital in Mirpur in the 
first two weeks of September.

At least 469 dengue patients were admitted to Islami 
Bank Hospital in Mirpur from August 1 to September 15. 
The number was 665 in BIHS General Hospital, 107 in 
Dhaka Central International Medical College Hospital in 
Shyamoli and 200 in Al-Helal Specialised Hospital during 
the same period.

Cases of all the 10 hospitals and clinics are not included 
in the DGHS data.

According to the Communicable Disease Act-2018, if 
anyone gets infected with a communicable disease, he will 
have to inform the government. So, it is also the duty of 
a citizen to inform the government about communicable 
diseases, Bashar said.

Entomologist Manzur A Chowdhury, former chairman 
of Zoological Society of Bangladesh, said they think the 
DGHS figure of 19,336 cases was a very conservative 
estimate as it would be more than three lakh, including 
about 40,000 cases from outside Dhaka.

“Four big public hospitals in the capital were turned 
into Covid-19 dedicated hospitals during the spike in 
infections. At that time, many dengue patients were afraid 
of going to hospitals,” he said.

Manzur said Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Singapore, 
the Philippines, India, Sri Lanka, Brazil, and Pakistan face 
serious problems as dengue is a notifiable disease in those 
countries.

Doctors there report cases to the respective governments 
through a reporting procedure just after finding new cases, 
he said.

When a small number of people get infected with 
dengue at the beginning of the season, the authorities 
concerned as well as people do not pay much attention to 
control Aedes mosquitoes. But it is important to report all 
dengue cases since the very beginning so that authorities 
can take actions to control Aedes mosquitos, Manzur 
added.

Mohammad Zannat Ali, deputy director (hospital and 
admin) at DR MR Khan Shishu Hospital and Institute of 
Child Health, said: “We gave the data to the DGHS every 
day. We don’t know why our data is not included in the 
DGHS statistics.” 

An official of the DGHS control room, however, claimed 
they do not receive data from these 10 hospitals and clinics.

DGHS Additional Director General (administration) Dr 
Nasima Sultana said all reported dengue cases are included 
in the DGHS data.

She said they have instructed all hospitals and clinics to 
provide them with dengue data on a regular basis, but they 
are not getting reports from all.

Nasima said they have plans to bring dengue statistics 
under an automation system in future.

Austria prosecutors raid 
offices of ruling party
AFP, Vienna

Austria’s ruling People’s Party (OeVP) said it had been 
targeted by raids from prosecutors yesterday morning, with 
local media reporting that offices in the chancellery were 
among those searched.

Deputy OeVP general secretary Gaby Schwarz confirmed 
the prosecutors’ actions but did not confirm who was 
being investigated, saying only that raids were “for show” 
and that “accusations were constructed over events that 
date back as far as five years”.

According to Die Presse newspaper, raids also took place 
in the chancellery and targeted several employees of OeVP 
Chancellor Sebastian Kurz.

The newspaper reported that the raids related to 
possible corruption offences in the publication of adverts 
and opinion polls in the Oesterreich daily.

Kurz himself is suspected of being an accessory to the 
offences, it added.

Kurz began his second term as chancellor in January 
2020 at the head of a coalition with the Green party.

Death and suffering 
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Judith Hart, British MP and former 
minister for overseas aid in the 
Labour government, urged the British 
government to exert pressure on 
Pakistan. She added, “I believe the 
moment has now come when outright 
expression of world opinion is an 
urgent necessity.

“This is death and suffering on a 
megaton scale, the kind of thing we 
used to discuss when we talked about 
nuclear war,” she added.

Justice Abu Sayeed Choudhury, 
special representative of the 
Bangladesh government, was invited 
at the meeting. He made a fervent 
appeal to recognise Bangladesh, 
secure release of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and put 
pressure on Yahya Khan to withdraw 
West Pakistani army from the soil of 
Bangladesh.
RASHED SUHRAWARDY EXPRESSES 

FULL SUPPORT TO BANGLADESH

Rashed Suhrawardy, son of Huseyn 
Shaheed Suhrawardy, in a statement 
issued today in London expressed 
his full support to the liberation 
movement of the people of 
Bangladesh and hoped that the brave 
freedom fighters would succeed in 
their struggle for full independence 
from the invading army of West 
Pakistan. 

“Not being in politics, I did not 
think a statement from me personally 
was necessary but since it has become 
apparent that the image and memory 
of my beloved father, Huseyn Shaheed 
Suhrawardy, are being sought to 
be furnished by one member of 
my immediate family by her recent 
statements, I felt it incumbent upon 
me to speak out,” he shared.
ON THE WAR FRONT

A bridge on the Chagalnaya-Belonia 
road was demolished by the guerillas. 
This was done to isolate the Pakistanis in 
the Belonia area. The guerillas managed 
to complete their task under heavy firing.

On the same day, another group 
of guerillas attacked and destroyed a 
Tehsil office at Radhanagar and raided 
Pakistani defences at Mokamia. In the 
raid in Mokamia, two Pakistanis were 
killed.

In another operation, Mukti Bahini 
ambushed Pakistani troops’ patrol 
in Gabtola area of Noakhali district, 
killing four enemy soldiers.

In the Mymensingh-Sylhet sector, 
Pakistani soldiers and two razakars 
collaborating with them were killed 
when Mukti Bahini raided a column 
of enemy troops near Markuli, Sylhet 
today. 

Shamsuddoza Sajen is a journalist 
and researcher. He can be contacted at 
sajen1986@gmail.com

Not out
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cities we see ICUs (intensive 
care units) and hospitals full 
and people dying -- yet on the 
streets people are acting like it’s 
completely over.

“You can’t have it both ways.”
Because of the way the world had 

handled the crisis, Covid-19 would 
not be eradicated and was here to 
stay, she added.

The novel coronavirus has killed 
at least 4.8 million people since 
the outbreak emerged in China in 
December 2019, according to a tally 
from official sources compiled by 
AFP.

Van Kerkhove said deaths now 
were largely happening among 
people who had not been vaccinated.

“From the countries that are 
providing that information, the 
rate of hospitalisation and death is 
by far really among those who are 
unvaccinated,” she said.

Van Kerkhove also hit out at 
Covid-19 misinformation and 
disinformation circulating on the 
internet.

“It is resulting in people dying. 
There is no way to sugar-coat that,” 
she said.

Van Kerkhove said the WHO was 
having discussions about the shape of 
the pandemic over the next three to 
18 months.

Greenpeace activists stand next to an oil drilling rig replica in front of the glass Pyramid of the Louvre museum 

during a protest in Paris as part of the launching of an European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI) petition by 20 organisations 

calling for a new law that bans fossil fuel advertising and sponsorship in the European Union yesterday. 
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