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Delwar Kobiraj at his farm, in Kalibari village of Barguna’s Amtali upazila, where he grows dragon fruit along with

various other fruits and medicinal herbs.

Dragon fruit turned their
lives around

Inspired by Delwar’s success, several others took up dragon fruit farming

Our CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Even five years ago, working as
a day labourer was a bread and
butter job for Delwar Kobiraj,
from Kalibari village in Amtali
upazila of Barguna. His family of
five -- his wife and three children
-- used to go to bed unfed on
most nights.

A training he received on
dragon fruit farming, provided by
a non-governmental organisation
in 2015, helped him turn the
corner. He started out small -- by
planting 20 saplings in his yard
of about one bigha land.

After finishing up his day job,
he used to tend to the plants at
night. A year’s hard work paid
off and the plants were covered
in flowers. The flowers soon
produced fruits.

Delwar was overjoyed to make
a profit of Tk 10 thousand from
the first harvest. Next year he
left his job and leased out 22
decimals of his agricultural land
for Tk 3,000. He spent the money
to plant 150 more saplings of
dragon fruit in the yard. With
the profit made in the next five
years, Delwar extended the farm
by purchasing six bighas of land
and adding another six bighas on
lease.

Delwar gradually developed

an integrated farm on about 13
bighas of land where he now has
total seven hundred dragon fruit
plants and various other fruit
plants and medicinal herbs.

In between rows of blossoming
dragon fruit plants, the orchard

was seen filled with mango,
guava, papaya, Malta (blood
orange), Latkan (Burmese

and medicinal herbs.

grape), Jamrul (Java apple) and
Kaath Lichu (longan) trees.
The medicinal plants include
Fonimansa, Shatomul, Talmuli,
Dantoshul and Tulsi.

Thanking his wife Rabia
Khatun and son Mirajul Islam for
looking after the farm, Delwar
said it is now his source of
prosperity and happiness.

“When 1 was a day labourer,

I struggled a lot to provide for
the family. Thanks to dragon
fruit, those hard days are gone.
Now my monthly earnings range
between Tk 40,000 and 50,000.
“I have no education and
couldn't educate my children
either. But now I will make sure
that my grandson Raju gets good
education,” Delwar said with

Delwar, who was overjoyed to make a profit of
Tk 10,000 from the first harvest, gradually de-
veloped an integrated farm on about 13 bighas
of land where he now has total seven hundred
dragon fruit plants and various other fruit plants

dreamy eyes.

Inspired by Delwar’s success,
several others in the same upazila
took up dragon fruit farming and
found similar success.

Abdul Hai, another resident of
Kalibari village, started his dragon
fruit farm with 30 saplings three
years ago, after getting training
from Amtali agriculture office.

With the help of his two sons
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-- Halim Sardar and Sohel Sardar
-- Abdul Hai has made a dragon
fruit orchard with 400 plants.
Once financially insolvent, this
farmer now rakes in upto Tk 2.5
lakh a year from sales.

His sons could not go to school
due to financial hardship, but the
fruit farm helped him pay for
his daughter’s higher education.
While investing the profits in fish
cultivation, Abdul Hai also built
a two-storey house, bought 30
decimals of land and married off
his daughter.

In Kukua union of the upazila,
dragon fruit changed things
around for farmer Abdus Sattar
Gazi too.

Sattar now earns nearly Tk 2
lakh every year from 300 plants in
his orchard. He started the farm
in 2019 with 32 saplings on 10
decimals of land beside a pond.
He said his monthly harvest is
about two maunds and each
maund sells for Tk 8 thousand.

CM Rezaul Karim, agriculture
officer in Amtali upazila, said
though exotic, cultivation of
dragon fruit is profitable, as it is
in great demand in the country.

It bears higher profit with
minimal cost and pesticides do
not need to be applied on the
plants or fruits, he added.

Tangail drum makers
busy as Durga Puja
draws closer

About 25 families from the Hindu community at
Babnapara village make musical instruments

MIRzA SHAKIL, Tangail

Drum, known as dhol, makers of Babnapara
in Nagarpur upazila have been passing
busy time as the Durga Puja, the biggest
religious festival of Hindu community,
only a week away.

Dhol is one of the main musical
instruments of the Durga Puja festival as
the evenings during the puja buzz with
the sounds of dhol all around the puja
mandops.

The drum making work is going on
without any break and the drum makers,
locally known as Badyakor, are not even
getting much time for their meal or sleep.

Traditional musical instruments of
Bengal, like dhol, table, khol, made by local
Badyakors are sold at different musical
outlets in the capital and many other areas
across the country.

Some 20 to 25 Badyakor families from
the Hindu community at Babnapara village
are engaged in making musical instruments
like dhol, table, khol to keep their 150-year
ancestral profession alive.

However, due to the outbreak of
coronavirus and lockdown dhol makers
of Babnapara had no works for nearly one
and a half years as all the cultural activities,
wedding ceremonies and other festivals
across the country were restricted.

On the other hand, local dhulis, drum
players, are passing their days in hardship
as they do not get call for any such
programmes and they don’t know any
other alternative works.

After the lockdown is withdrawn, the
work of drum making started again at
Babnapara and recently the work orders
have increased due to the upcoming puja
festival.

An artisan is seen preparing a drum at Babnapara in Tangail’s

Nagarpur upazila.

Atol Chandra Das, 40, a dhol maker from
Babnapara, said his father and grandfather
was engaged with this profession and after
their deaths, he joined this profession.

“Because of the corona virus situation,
we didn't had any work for the last one and
a half years. So local instrument makers
had to pass their days amid hunger or
borrowing money from others,” he said.

“Currently 12 artisans are working in my
factory to meet the orders I got ahead if the
puja festival,” Atol added.

Depending on sizes, a
dhol s sold at Tk 6,000 to
Tk 10,000, a khol for Tk
2,500to Tk 3,000 and a
pair of tabla for Tk 4,000
to Tk 5,000.

Artisans said different materials like
mango and raintree woods, bamboo, dye
and hide of cattle, buffalo, goat and sheep
are used as ingredients to make dhol, khol
and tabla.

Depending on sizes, a dhol is sold at Tk
6,000 to Tk 10,000, a khol for Tk 2,500 to
Tk 3,000 and a pair of tabla for Tk 4,000
to Tk 5,000, they said, adding that musical
instruments traders from different parts of
the country, including the capital, came to
the area and bought those.

Moreover, when they receive any order,
such instruments are sent to different
districts through courier service.

Barrelling on political clout
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“We got some information and a
list of people who bought arms
from Akul. We are now verifying the
Rahman,
deputy commissioner of Gulshan
division DB police, told The Daily

information,”  Mashiur

Star.

place orders through an online app,
and the smugglers from the Indian
side would send the consignments to

Bangladesh on credit.

He has several dozen associates on
both sides of the border, they said,
adding that Akul was also involved
in narcotics, gold, clothes and spice

police and local sources.

in Benapole. He went into hiding after
two cases were filed under the arms
and explosives act against him, said

But police submitted a charge
sheet in the case dropping Akul’s
name because of Liton’s intervention,
said Rahim, the president of Sharsha
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So far, detectives came to know
about nine AL leaders from Jeshore
and Benapole who bought firearms
from Akul.

smuggling through
border.

Seeking anonymity, a top police
official acknowledged that Akul was

the Benapole upazila Chhatra League.
The Benapole police could not
immediately give the current job

location or contact details of the

WBIIeTG WFBHTE Grba W R ¢ e e [wfe |

AT AICE THT GFR/ATBE GG (G A e weEr odfos/200 ity e frmst e e 8w/20%0-97 @
SRR AR 4T Z0E AT BTSSRI (15 33,384 & &ndia Frere afshEe 676 fere wemt st saiPe 2=;

Detectives said AL activist Fontu ot arrested although he established a  investigating officer or the then officer- O %ﬁé ;“Efjm %@%@G Rl G T
Chaklader is among the top buyers, “mjnj crime world” in the bordering in-charge under whom the charge ST afg) q;,:, !' im — b phil = e e N 3
although he sounded nonchalant djgtricts. sheet was prepared and submitted. T WA * Q;,—:;Q ' 3.0 (5:-.%?:30 m ;;'ﬂli‘ﬁ Fﬁ—b%i T ;::Zib Hoee
when asked about the arms trade. POWERFUL SHELTER Liton, also joint secretary of Jashore (G’ R e W qE I AT oA S SOC00- 8 000
“I'am not going to talktoyouabout  Akul was suspended from BCL soon AL, denied having any close links with TS TS, i ' 335¢¢o '
it. If I have committed any crime, ask jfter his arrest. Akul. e ARG O WORE e, 3350¢8- 8.¢o0
the law enforcers to take action,” said He became Sharsha upazila BCL “I am neither aware of his criminal QATCTT, GETHIT, BIFI-3353 | y0oosq
Fontu, also a cousin of Jeshore-6 AL general secretary in 2012, with backing activities nor provided any support ARG WECAE A a9 s, S90EBb- ©,000
lawmaker Shaheen Chaklader. from Benapole Municipality Mayor or shelter to him. I am a politician TN, BIFT-308 | Sobbs
Shaheen sought to distance himself  Ashraful Alam Liton, police and local and many people come to me. It is IO O A, SOLR30- R,9¢0
from Eomur S.ayini’:l. hedhad not even  politicians said. very difficult to control everyone’s g‘:‘; ':; | wo W o, e, o et i
seen the man In a decade. “Akul got the post because of Mayor movement.” P
Another name that came up as a  [jton. Former district Chhatra League Anwar Hossain Bipul said he {@;# Su/Sy/s. @E # o x h;t:q&;_ i
top buyer is Alamgir Kabir Sumon, general secretary Anwar Hossain Bipul was not aware of Akul’s criminal BRL-3%0¢ | ' ’ ’
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also has a hand in this,” said Abdur
Rahim Sarder, president of Sharsha
upazila BCL.

He added that he used to avoid
Akul because of his criminal activities.

“It is because of Mayor Liton that
Akul evaded arrest,” he told The Daily
Star.

activities. Y
“We used to be in politics together.
But we parted ways around oneand a || @1
half years ago,” he said, adding Akul
had good relations with Shaheen
Chaklader, his lawmaker cousin.
Shaheen denied this, saying,
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municipality, DB sources said.
Contacted, Sumon said he knew
Akul as a BCL leader, but was unaware
of his criminal activities.
Mashiur, the DC of Gulshan
division DB police, said Akul used to
bring arms through one of his cousins
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