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SOUTH CHINA SEA INCURSION

Malaysia summons China 
envoy over ‘encroachment’
AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia late Monday summoned Beijings’s 
envoy to the Southeast Asian country in 
protest after Chinese vessels entered its 
maritime economic zone in the disputed 
South China Sea.

Kuala Lumpur summoned Chinese 
ambassador Ouyang Yujing “to convey 
Malaysia’s position and protest against the 
presence and activities of Chinese vessels, 
including a survey vessel, in Malaysia’s 
Exclusive Economic Zone”, the foreign 
ministry said in a statement.

The ministry accused China of going 
against local and international law with the 
presence of its ships off the coast of Sabah 
and Sarawak states, on the Malaysian part 
of Borneo island.

Monday’s move was the second time 
this year Malaysia has summoned Beijing’s 
envoy to protest Chinese activity related to 
the hotly contested waters.

In June, Malaysia scrambled fighter jets 
to intercept 16 Chinese military aircraft that 
appeared off Borneo over the South China 
Sea, where it has overlapping territorial 
claims with Beijing.

Malaysia accused China of breaching 
its sovereignty, while Beijing said the flight 
was routine training.

Malaysia-China relations are usually 
warm but have been ruffled by recent 
tension-raising incidents over the sea, 
which is home to key shipping lanes and 
is believed to harbour rich oil and gas 
deposits.

“Malaysia’s consistent position and 
actions are based on international law, in 
defence of our sovereignty and sovereign 
rights in our waters,” the foreign ministry 
statement said Monday, adding the country 
had “also protested against the previous 
encroachments by other foreign vessels not 
our waters”. 

INCITEMENT TRIAL

Suu Kyi won’t call any 
defence witnesses

AFP, Yangon

Ousted Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi will not call any 
defence witnesses at her incitement trial in a junta court, 
her lawyer said yesterday, as the military hit a detained US 
journalist with another criminal charge.

Suu Kyi went on trial in June, four months after she was 
taken into custody in a coup that sparked huge democracy 
protests.

The 76-year-old faces a raft of charges, from sedition 
to illegally importing walkie-talkies, which could see her 
jailed for decades.

Suu Kyi and former president Win Myint “would show 
no witness” in their defence, her lawyer Khin Maung Zaw 
said after the latest hearing in their trial for incitement.

In a separate junta trial, an American journalist 
imprisoned since May has been hit with a second criminal 
charge, his lawyer told AFP.
Danny Fenster, managing editor of Frontier Myanmar, was 
detained at Yangon International Airport as he attempted 
to leave the country.

Taliban seeks to manage image
Some girls return to school; Amnesty report says 13 members of Hazara 

community killed by the Islamist group
AGENCIES

Girls have returned to some secondary schools 
in a northern province of Afghanistan, Taliban 
officials and teachers said yesterday, but they 
remain barred from classrooms in much of the 
country.

The new hardline government also 
announced at a stage-managed rally that some 
women civil servants have been called back to 
work and a backlog of salaries would be paid, 
signs the Islamists may be trying to soften their 
public image after 50 days in power.

A video posted by the group’s spokesman 
Suhail Shaheen showed dozens of schoolgirls 
in black, some wearing white head scarves and 
others with black face veils, sat in chairs waving 
Taliban flags.

“Girls are going to high schools in Khan 
Abad, Kunduz Province,” tweeted Doha-based 
Shaheen, who has been nominated as the new 
Afghan government’s permanent representative 
to the United Nations.

But in Kabul, education ministry official 
Mohammad Abid said there had been no 
policy change from the Taliban’s interim central 
government, telling AFP yesterday: “High 
schools still remain closed for girls.”

The Taliban, notorious for their brutal and 
oppressive rule from 1996 to 2001, have faced 
international fury after effectively excluding 
women and girls from education and work 
across the country, while incrementally stripping 
away at Afghans’ freedoms.

Meanwhile, The Taliban killed at least 13 
members of the Hazara ethnic group, including 

a 17-year-old girl, in the central province of 
Daykundi, shortly after they took power in 
Afghanistan, according to a new report from 
Amnesty International. 

On August 30, a convoy of 300 Taliban fighters 
entered Khidr district and killed at least 11 former 
members of the Afghan National Security Forces 
(ANSF), nine of whom were taken to a nearby 
river basin where they were executed shortly 
after having surrendered, the rights group said 
in its report published yesterday.

A British envoy held talks with senior members 
of Afghanistan’s new Taliban government in 
Kabul yesterday. 

Senior civil servant Simon Gass met with 
deputy prime ministers Abdul Ghani Baradar 
and Abdul Salam Hanafi, the British foreign 
office said. 

They discussed how Britain could help 
Afghanistan address a deepening humanitarian 
crisis, terrorism and the need for safe passage for 
those who want to leave the country.

Afghanistan Taliban officials attend a news conference where they announced they will start 

issuing passports to its citizens again following months of delays that hampered attempts by 

those trying to flee the country after the Taliban seized control, in Kabul yesterday.


