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Lacking a proper drainage network and routine maintenance, pothole-riddled roads in Bagerhat BSCIC industrial

area mostly look like this during the wet season.

Our CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

After almost 25 years of its
inception, BSCIC industrial area in
Bagerhat still lacks a road network
that is maintained routinely,
a proper drainage system that
disperses rainwater swiftly and a
drinking water supply system -- all
of which define a developed area.

Due to the absence of such
basic infrastructures for so long,
the number of business enterprises
in the industrial estate has come
down to 37, from 57 about a
decade ago.

Bangladesh Small and Cottage
Industries Corporation (BSCIC)
set up the industrial area in 1997
with 123 plots on around 21 acres
of land along the Bhairab river near
Bagerhat town, said Sharif Sardar,
deputy manager (in-charge) of
BSCIC in Bagerhat.

For uninterrupted power supply,
a power sub-station was installed

BSCIC INDUSTRIAL AREA IN BAGERHAT

Basic infrastructures still
absent after over two decades

auto-rickshaw assembly plant,
plastic recycling and processing
plant, coconut fibre or coir
processing factory and various
mills producing coconut oil, rice,
flour, mustard and pulses.

Several thousand people who
are employed by these mills and
factories face immense sufferings
every day during their commute

between  their homes and
workplaces.
Factory worker Abu Bakar

said the roads he faces difficulty
reaching his workplace in the
BSCIC area even on foot and
rickshaw pullers refuse to take any
passenger to the area even if they
are offered double the fare.

Zafar Molla, a rickshaw puller,
said destinations of most of the
passengers he gets are inside the
BSCIC area. “But it's impossible
to go there due to terrible roads.
Rickshaws sometimes overturn or
their tyres get damaged.”

as the roads in the BSCIC area is
worsening day by day, but nothing
is being done for the factories that
generate a good amount of revenue
for the government, said a number
of factory owners.

Ashok Saha, a business partner
of Saha Enterprise that is an
allottee of a plot in the industrial
area, said as the authorities do not
maintain the roads, the business
owners had been dumping bricks
and sand to level the potholes in
the roads in front of their factories.

Almost all the roads in the
BSCIC area are in a dilapidated
state, but the business owners
alone had been incurring
maintenance cost of the roads,
Bhai Bhai Dal Mill owner Kamal
Hossain said frustratingly.

Sufferings of the workers,
however, do not end after they
arrive at their workplaces.

Worker Rozina Begum said
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every day.

She also said that water for any
other purpose, such as for bathing,
also has to be purchased and
brought in from outside.

Shib Prasad Ghosh, president
of ‘Bagerhat BSCIC Industrial Area
Owners’ Association’, said, “I went
to different places and departments
of the government, including the
office of the deputy commissioner,
requesting development of
infrastructures in the BSCIC area.

“But  there’s been  no
development  here. = Though
the area has many industrial
establishments, it lacks a proper
drainage system. I heard that lakhs
of taka were allocated for the area,
but we don't know where the
money goes.”

Asked, Sharif Sardar of Bagerhat
BSCIC said he was hopeful that
some of the roads and gates in
the Bagerhat BSCIC industrial

Thakurgaon

preparing

for Durga Puja at 465
mandaps this year

Our CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Preparations for the celebrations of
Sharodiya Durga Puja Utsab, the biggest
religious festival of the Bangalee Hindus, are
going on in full swing in Thakurgaon.

The celebrations will start on October
11 with Maha Sashthi and end with Bijoya
Dashami on October 15 through the
immersion of idols in the rivers and other
water bodies.

Though the leaders of Bangladesh Puja
Udjapan Parishad asked for restraint in
puja celebration considering the Covid-19
pandemic situation, the devotees want to
celebrate the occasion with huge festivity
observing all the rituals.

Tapan Kumar Ghosh, general secretary
of Bangladesh Puja Udjapan Parishad
Thakurgaon district unit, said Durga Puja
is going to be held at 465 mandaps in five
upazilas of the district.

Of them, 203 are in Sadar, 118 in Pirganj,
54 in Ranishankoil, 25 in Haripur and 65 in
Baliadangi upazila.

Sudam Sarkar, president of Durgabari
Mandir Committee in  Thakurgaon
municipality area, said “We decided to
observe the puja without much extravagance
but the devotees want to celebrate it in a
usual manner like the pre-Covid time.”

Shamol Kumar Roy, president of Farabari
Sarodiya Durga Mandap Committee in
Sadar upazila, said they are taking the best
of preparations to observe the religious
occasion with great festivity.

With Durga Puja just around the corner,
craftsmen in the district are busy meeting
deadlines in making the tableaux of the

Hindu goddess Durga.

This year, they are hoping for a good
return than the previous year.

Visiting  different puja mandaps in
Thakurgaon municipality and Sadar upazila,
this correspondent found that the artisans
were making preparations for the painting
work, the finishing touch of the idols.

Dipen Paul, an artisan working at
Chowrangi Puja Mandap at Yakubpur
village in Thakurgaon Sadar upazia, said
he has got two more contracts for making
idols at Munshirhat village under the
same upazila and another in Panchagarh'’s
Debiganj upazila.

“After meeting the expenses, I hope to
make a profit of Tk one lakh this year,” he
said.

Replying to a query, he said last year he
made a single tableaux of goddess Durga
and could make a profit of Tk 10,000 only
due to lockdown for Covid-19 pandemic.

Prosenjeet Roy, an artisan of Deogaon
village in Sadar upazila, said he got contracts
for four tableauxs this season while it was
only two last year.

Mohammad Jahangir Hossain,
superintendent of police in Thakurgaon,
said, “We have already taken foolproof
security measures to ensure peaceful
observance of Durga Puja. Ansar members
and local volunteers will work with police
teams to ensure safety at puja mandaps
during the five-day celebrations.”

Apart from the police, several teams
of Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) will keep
vigilance centring the mandaps in the entire
district, the SP added.

With Durga Puja just around the corner, an artisan is seen giving
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