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Nigeria looks 
to revive ailing 
palm oil sector
AFP, Okomu

Standing beside the piles 
of dark red palm fruits 
ready for crushing for their 
essence, Nigerian farmer 
Micah Ojo hopes to cash 
in on the government’s 
drive to revive the 
country’s once thriving 
palm oil business.

His farm is one of the 
small plantations scattered 
across southern Nigeria 
where the government is 
investing heavily in the 
industry as part of its drive 
to diversify away from 
petroleum and help create 
jobs.

Once a major producer, 
Nigeria now imports from 
Indonesia and Malaysia, 
further straining foreign 
exchange reserves already 
battered by a fall in global 
crude oil prices and the 
pandemic.

MIDLAND BANK LIMITED

Nilufer Zafarullah, chairperson of Midland Bank Limited, virtually presided over its 8th annual general meeting recently. 

The shareholders of the bank approved 7.50 per cent cash dividend for 2020. Md Shamsuzzaman, vice chairman of the 

bank, Md Ahsan-uz Zaman, managing director, and Md Zahid Hossain, deputy managing director, were present.

REUTERS, Washington

US President Joe Biden said on 
Saturday he was going to “work like 
hell” to get both an infrastructure 
bill and a multi-trillion-dollar 
social spending bill passed through 
Congress and plans to travel more to 
bolster support with Americans.

Biden visited the Capitol on Friday 
to try to end a fight between moderates 
and left-leaning progressives in his 
Democratic Party that has threatened 
the two bills that make up the core of 
his domestic agenda.

The president on Saturday 
acknowledged criticism that he had not 
done more to gin up support for the 

bills by traveling around the country. 
He said there were many reasons for 

that, including his focus on hurricane 
and storm damage during recent trips, 
among other things.

Biden said he would be traveling to 
make “the case why it’s so important” 
to pass the bills and to make clear 
what is in them. He said the bills 
were designed to make life easier for 
ordinary Americans by making child 
care affordable, for example.

“There’s nothing in any of these 
pieces of legislation that’s radical, that 
is unreasonable,” Biden said. “I’m 
going to try to sell what I think the 
people, the American people, will buy.”

Biden expressed confidence that 

both bills would get passed but 
declined to set a deadline, such as the 
November Thanksgiving holiday, for 
when that would happen. “I believe I 
can get this done,” Biden said.

Moderate Democratic lawmakers 
wanted an immediate vote on a $1 
trillion infrastructure bill in the House 
of Representatives that has already 
passed the Senate, while progressives 
want to wait until there is agreement 
on a sweeping $3.5 trillion bill to 
bolster social spending and fight 
climate change.

House of Representatives Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi told Democratic 
lawmakers in a letter on Saturday 
that the House must approve the 
infrastructure bill “well before” Oct. 31, 
when highway funding legislation is set 
to expire. She said talks are continuing 
over the social spending bill. “We will 
and must pass both bills soon.”

Biden, a former senator who is 
deeply familiar with the legislative 
process, told his caucus on Friday that 
they could delay a vote on the smaller 
bill and sharply scale back the larger 
one to around $2 trillion.

White House spokesperson Jen 
Psaki said the president and his 
team would continue to engage with 
members of the House and Senate 
throughout the weekend. 

“And he looks forward to not only 
welcoming members to the White 
House next week, but also traveling the 
country to make the case for his bold 
and ambitious agenda,” she said.

Biden vows to pass infrastructure, 
social spending bills

REUTERS

President Joe Biden speaks with members of the press before boarding 

Marine One on the South Lawn of the White House on October 2.

SM Parvez Tamal, chairman of NRB Commercial Bank Limited, yesterday inaugurated the bank’s Mithapukur sub-

branch at Mithapukur, Rangpur. Fatematuz Zohora, upazila nirbahi officer of Mithapukur; Rasel Ahmed Liton, chief 

executive of SKS Foundation; Abdus Salam Pramanik, district registrar, and Mahmud Hasan Mridha, assistant 

commissioner (land) of Mithapukur, were present. NRBC BANK


