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Up for grabbing

BIWTA planning walkways when
excavation of filled-up stretches needed

TARUN SARKAR

Local syndicates are out again to grab swathes of the Buriganga riverbank
in the capital’s Kamrangichar, blocking the natural flow of the river.

Over the last few months and years, they set up at least two truck stands,
dozens of construction material businesses and a motor workshop by
filling up the riverbank in the area.

In several recent drives, Bangladesh Inland Water Transport Authority
(BIWTA) cleared about 670 metres of the riverbank at Hujurpara,
Sirajnagar and Kholamora under Kamrangirchar Police Station, but many
illegal businesses still occupy the riverbank.

Experts and environmentalists say excavation of the filled-up riverbank
is very crucial to ensure the natural flow of the river and to stop future
occupation, but the BIWTA now plans to construct walkways there instead.

During a visit in early September, nearly 100 feet of riverbank inside
the river-boundary pillars between Hujurpara mosque and Kholamora
terminal area were found filled up.

One of the two truck stands has been set up between pillar 27 and 28
in Hujurpara. The other has been built on the east part of Kholamora
terminal, filling up a large area of the riverbank between pillar 40 and 43.

Parking of different sorts of vehicles and loading and unloading of
construction materials go on here with little regard for river protection
laws and multiple High Court orders.

A signboard titled “Stand and Parking: Kholamora Terminal” has been
hoisted there by Kamrangirchar unit of Bangladesh Inter-District Truck
Drivers Union. Dozens of trucks, pickups and other small vehicles were
seen parked there.
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Nearby, a motor workshop has been set up to overhaul vehicles. It is
not clear who set up the workshop, as there is no signboard to claim its

ownership. Trucks parked on the bank of the Buriganga at Kholamora ghat in the capital’s Kamrangirchar. Influential locals
Trading of wood, sand, brick and stone is going on in full swing at encroached upon the river to make this truck stand. The BIWTA removed other structures that encroached upon the
SEE PAGE 4 COL 3 river, but the truck stand remains. The photo was taken recently.
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a letter of felicitation to Chinese
President Xi Jinping and hoped that
exchanges and cooperation at various
levels between the two countries will
be further strengthened in the coming
days.

The prime minister sent the letter on
the occasion of the 72nd anniversary of
the founding of the People’s Republic of
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Asthma more prevalent in
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DR RUKHSANA PARVIN —
Bronchial asthma r 1
is a condition in

which airways

are inflamed and
become more
sensitive. When
sensitive airways

are exposed to
certain triggers, they
overreact, become

Rab officers yesterday
arrested a Rohingya man
with three kg of crystal
methamphetamine in
Teknaf, Cox’s Bazar.
Officers caught Abdul
Latif, 64, carrying the haul
in a shopping bag around
3:30pm near Shapla
Chottor on Marine Drive,
said Abdullah Mohammad
Sheikh Sadi, senior
assistant director at Rab-15.
Latif, a resident of
Aliabad area, told Rab
officers in primary
interrogation that he
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well, it can lead
to life-threatening
asthma attacks. K .
Asthma can begin @
at any age, but most
children who have
it, have their first
symptoms by the
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PRAYER TIMING OCTOBER 2 ! ! age of 5.
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha . . . . . Childhood BB EAC
AZAN 445 1245 415 553 7-30 THE OLD NORMAL?... Hundreds of people shopping at a street market in the capital’s Gulistan yesterday evening. Other SEE PACE 4 COL 2 L% Pharmeceuticals Umited
JAMAAT 520 115 430 556 800 | thap one or two people wearing masks, the picture is similar to those of pre-pandemic times. Covid-19 transmission P eoR RAHMAN
SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION has been steadily declining across the country and people have been ignoring the health safety guidelines.

EDITOR & PUBLISHER : MAHFUZ ANAM. Printed by him from Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: 64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215,
Tel: 09610222222, 9144330 & 9117796, Fax: 58156306, GPO Box No: 3257, for Advertisement: 01711623910, e-mail: editor@thedailystar.net, reporting@thedailystar.net, advertisement@thedailystar.net



