
NEWS4 DHAKA SATURDAY OCTOBER 2, 2021, ASHWIN 17, 1428 BS

Up for grabbing
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different spots, though the traders did not set up any 
permanent structures. Trading of similar items was also 
seen inside the boundary pillars at Hujurpara, Kholamora 
and Sirajnagar.

Besides, locals are dumping household waste between 
pillar 43 and 44 on the east part of Kholamora terminal, 
and between pillar 24 and 25 in Hujurpara area.   

The only illegal occupant that could be traced is the 
Kamrangirchar unit of Bangladesh Inter-District Truck 
Drivers Union.

Asked about the truck stand at Kholamora, its central 
committee Organising Secretary Abul Basher said he 
did not know if the central committee authorised its 
construction.  

“I cannot make any comment without looking at the 
documents,” he said.

Contacted, BIWTA Executive Engineer Md Motiul Islam, 
also Dhaka’s Circular Waterway Project’s deputy chief 
director, said they took up a plan to construct walkways 
and to plant trees in the areas.

“If needed, we will excavate the river after completion 
of the project [for walkways and tree plantation],” he said.   

However, Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon (Bapa) General 
Secretary Sharif Jamil said such a plan was a violation of 
High Court directives that asked the authorities not to 
construct walkways by filling up riverbanks.

He said the process of setting up the riverbank boundary 
demarcation pillars was faulty. So building of any walkway 
based on the existing boundary demarcation would also 
be faulty. 

He demanded re-demarcation of the riverbank 
boundaries on an urgent basis, before construction of 
walkways.

Eminent water resource and climate change specialist 
Professor Ainun Nishat said the government should take 
effective measures to end illegal grabbing of riverbanks to 
ensure the natural flow of the water first.

“Walkways can be built only after ensuring the natural 
flow of the river,” he said. 

[Tarun Sarkar is a freelance journalist and researcher]

Hamida Wadud 
passes away
BSS, Dhaka

Hamida Wadud 
Poly, niece 
of Father of 
the Nation 
Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, breathed 
her last yesterday 
morning at 
the Combined 
Military Hospital, Dhaka. She was 68. 

She left behind a son, a daughter, 
two sisters, grandchildren and a 
host of relatives and well-wishers to 
mourn her death. 

Her namaz-e-janaza was held after 
Juma prayers. She will be buried at 
Banani graveyard on October 4 at 
10am in her husband’s grave. 

Her husband former additional 
secretary MA Wadud died in 2014. 

Hamida Wadud Poly is a cousin 
of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and 
second daughter of Bangabandhu’s 
younger sister Khadiza Hossain. 

The prime minister expressed deep 
shock and sorrow at the death.  In a 
condolence message, Hasina prayed 
for eternal peace of the departed soul 
and conveyed deep sympathy to the 
bereaved family members.

Bangladesh cabinet discusses
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ON THE WAR FRONT

In the Rangpur-Dinajpur-Rajshahi 
sector, Mukti Bahini today engaged 
Pakistani troops, killing three and 
injuring four of them. Earlier they 
carried out several raids in the same 
area destroying important roads and 
culverts. On the same day, a bullock 
cart carrying rations for Pakistani 
troops was blown up when a mine 
laid by Mukti Bahini exploded in 
Thakurgaon area. Freedom fighters 
killed two of its occupants in this 
operation.

In the Kushtia-Jashore-Khulna 
sector, freedom fighters today 
ambushed a Pakistani column near 
Madra. Six enemy soldiers were killed 
in the operation. 

In the Mymensingh-Sylhet sector, 
Mukti Bahini today raided the Pakistan 
position at Rayiapur area inflicting 
four casualties on them. Another 
group of Mukti Bahini ambushed a 
Pakistani patrol near Jallikhala area 
killing seven and injuring 12 others. 

In the Dhaka-Cumilla-Chittagong 
sector, Mukti Bahini raided the 
Pakistan position area Champaknagar 
and killed two enemy soldiers. In 

another raid in this area freedom 
fighters killed five Pakistani soldiers.
CHINA WILL STAND BY PAKISTAN: 

CHINESE DIPLOMAT

Chang Ying, Chinese consul general 
to East Pakistan, said his country 
would stand by Pakistan in case of any 
outside aggression. He was addressing 
a reception marking the Peking 
regime’s 22nd anniversary in Dhaka 
today.
‘PAKISTAN FACING GRAVE CRISIS’ 

Pakistan told its people that the 
country was facing a grave crisis of 
internal subversion and external 
aggression. The Islamabad government 
called upon the people and the press 
to guard against ‘speculation and 
rumours about important national 
affairs’.
YAHYA URGED TO RELEASE 

BANGABANDHU

President of the Indian Union 
Mulsim League Muhammad Ismail 
urged Pakistan President Yahya Khan 
to straight away order the release 
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman.
Shamsuddoza Sajen is a journalist 
and researcher. He can be contacted at 
sajen1986@gmail.com

Asthma more prevalent in children
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asthma is common in Bangladesh. 
An estimated 7 million people, 
including 4 million children, suffer 
from asthma-related symptoms in the 
country.

In general, asthma is found to be 
more prevalent in children aged 5-14, 
compared to adults. Approximately, 
80 percent of all asthmatic patients 
report disease onset before 6 years 
of age. Common asthma signs 
and symptoms in children include 
coughing (particularly at night), 
wheezing, difficulty in breathing, 
chest pain, tightness or discomfort.

Children are at a higher risk for 
wheezing if they are born prematurely 
and if mothers smoke during their 
pregnancy or have a family history of 
asthma or allergies.

The exact cause of sensitive airways 

and asthma attacks are unknown. 
A combination of inherent biologic 
and genetic susceptibilities and 
environmental exposures have been 
implicated.

The common causes of asthma 
attacks include viral infections -- 
especially upper respiratory tract 
infections such as cold or flu, dust, 
smoking, weed pollens, animal 
dander and pet allergens.

Anxiety disorders can develop in 
children with asthma three times 
more than non-asthmatic children.

If a child’s asthma symptoms 
are severe, parents must consult a 
specialist. The doctor will give the 
child right amount and type of 
medication.

Severe asthma may be life 
threatening and children should 
receive frequent doses of nebulised 

bronchodilators. Once improving, 
patients should be switched to an MDI 
(metered-dose inhaler) with spacer.

Children with severe asthma or 
oxygen saturation (SpO2) below 92 
percent should receive oxygen. Early 
use of systemic corticosteroids reduces 
the need for hospital admission and 
prevents relapse, but the whole process 
must be followed upon consultation 
with doctors.

Asthma can’t be cured, but 
the symptoms can be reduced by 
following an asthma action plan that 
can be developed upon consulting 
physicians to track symptoms and 
adjust treatment. With proper 
treatment, even severe asthma can be 
kept under control.
Dr Rukhsana Parvin is an assistant 
professor at Department of Pediatrics, 
Shaheed Suhrawardy Medical College.

Taiwan’s main opposition Kuomintang (KMT) legislators out down a podium as they protest calling for the 

government to apologise for coronavirus deaths, at the Parliament in Taipei, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Drawings
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The painting, called “Sting Like a 
Bee,” was made by Ali in 1978 during 
the filming of the historical mini 
series “Freedom Road” in which he 
starred, Bonhams auctioneers said. 
It is expected to fetch $40,000 - 
$60,000 at the sale on Oct 5.

Star editor elected IPI vice-chair
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the Spanish news site  Público and 
chair of Platform for the Defence of 
Free Expression; Emre Kızılkaya, chair 
of IPI’s Turkey National Committee 
and project editor at Journo.com.tr; 
and John Daniszewski, vice  president, 
standards and editor at large for the 
Associated Press.

The  vice-chairs join Executive 
Board Chair Khadija Patel, who was 
newly  elected to her position at the 
IPI World Congress last month.

Ten  new board members were 
also elected during the congress from 
Nigeria,  Palestine, Hungary, Turkey, 

Russia, Jordan, the US, Japan, Finland, 
and  Qatar.

The IPI Executive Board is elected 
by the General Assembly  with regard 
to geography, gender and media, and 
other forms of  diversity. 

The board chair and vice-chairs 
are chosen by the Executive Board 
members. 

The board oversees IPI’s finances 
and guides the Secretariat in  
implementing the organisation’s 
overall strategy in defence of media  
freedom.

IPI is a global network of editors, 
media executives  and leading 

journalists who share a common 
dedication to quality,  independent 
journalism. It promotes the 
conditions that  allow journalism 
to fulfil its public function, the 
most important of  which is the 
media’s ability to operate free from 
interference and  without fear of 
retaliation.

Its mission is to defend media 
freedom and the free flow of news 
wherever they are threatened.

IPI  is an association of media 
professionals representing leading 
digital,  print and broadcast news 
outlets in nearly 100 countries.

1 in 4 eldery
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Palliative Medicine department 
revealed that most patients at the 
terminal stage of their illness were 
aged between 50 and 80 years.

Of the total participants, 60 percent 
were cancer patients, and 62 percent 
asked for home-based palliative care 
after being referred by their physicians.

Low turnout as Mamata
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Bengal state polls were held, the voter 
turnout in Bhabanipur was 61.79 
percent. 

Trinamool Congress (TMC)’s 
Sobhandeb Chattopadhyay had 
won the seat with 57.71 percent 
votes while his Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) rival had secured 
35.16%. It was Mamata Banerjee’s 
old seat, and Chattopadhyay had 
to vacate it when his party leader 
lost in Nandigram to BJP’s Suvendu 
Adhikari, who is now the leader 
of opposition in the West Bengal 
assembly.

In the by poll Banerjee is pitted 
against BJP’s Priyanka Tibrewal and 
CPI(M)’s Srijib Biswas in Bhabanipur. 
The Congress did not contest the seat.

She has to win this by-poll to retain 
her CM post.

“Whenever turnout was high in the 
past, the BJP did well in Bhabanipur. 
But given the hype the TMC created 
in the last two weeks, today’s low 
turnout proved that voters were 
not keen to help Mamata Banerjee 
emerge as a challenger to Narendra 
Modi in national politics,” said 
state BJP’s chief spokesperson Samik 
Bhattacharya.

BTRC begins to snap their
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on a trial basis for three months from 
July 1 and it became official yesterday.

Users were given an opportunity to 
register their unauthorised handsets 
within the three months. The phones 
registered by September 30 will 
continue to remain operational. 

According to the BTRC, a text 
message in this regard will be sent to 
users automatically as soon as a SIM 
card is inserted. If the set is invalid, the 
warning message will come any time.

“Besides, if there are valid 
documents, the mobile company will 
give you the opportunity to register 
with them,” said a BTRC official.

From now on, if an illegal handset 
is sold, the seller will be obliged to 
return the money to the customer on 
the basis of complaints.

At the same time, the country’s 
mobile phone importers or local 

mobile phone handset manufacturers 
have been instructed not to produce 
and import illegal handsets.

Minister for Post and 
Telecommunications Mustafa Jabbar 
said the process of shutting down 
illegal handsets started on October 1. 
On the first day, no problem has been 
reported so far.

Asked about the number of illegal 
handsets shut down on the first day, 
he said they do not have the data as 
Friday was a public holiday.

The telecom regulator has 
registered 21.29 crore handsets in use 
in the local networks until June 30, 
according to data from the BTRC.

Between July 1 and September 30, 
1.08 crore handsets were activated 
in Bangladesh, according to data 
from the BTRC. Proof of import 
of 29 percent of them is yet to be 
established.

City

3kg crystal meth
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A case was filed with Teknaf Police 
Station in this connection, he added.

The haul seized yesterday might 
have a street value of up to Tk 3 crore 
in Dhaka as law enforcers say only 10 
grams of ice can cost up to Tk 1 lakh 
in the city.

On September 22, members of 
Border Guard Bangladesh arrested a 
man with 2 kg of crystal meth in Teknaf.

Like yaba, crystal meth is mostly 
trafficked in from Myanmar 
through the border in Teknaf and 
Ukhia upazilas of Cox’s Bazar, 
and Naikhongchhari upazila of 
Bandarban, according to officials of 
the Department of Narcotics Control.

Law enforcers have this year 
recovered a total of at least 10.72 kg 
of ice in nine incidents in Dhaka, 
Chattogram and Cox’s Bazar.

Three girls missing
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Three teenage girls have been missing since they left their houses in the capital’s Pallabi 
with cash, gold jewelry and other  valuables on Thursday.

The mother of one of the 12th graders submitted a written complaint to Pallabi Police 
Station yesterday, expressing fears that the girls were trafficked abroad.

Police later detained two brothers, about the same age as the missing girls, and were 
interrogating them.

According to the complaint, the two brothers and a girl tricked the missing girls into 
leaving their homes to go abroad.

The missing girls left their homes wearing college uniforms around 9:00am on 
Thursday without telling anyone. One of them took Tk 6 lakh in cash, another took 2.5 
tola of gold and the other took Tk 75,000 and several mobile phones from their houses, 
the complaint added.

An elder sister of one of the missing girls said the three accused are also from Pallabi 
area.

Sub-inspector Sajib Khan of the police station told The Daily Star that police are 
investigating the matter.

PM greets Xi
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elevate China-Bangladesh relations to the level of strategic 
partnership.

During her visit to China in 2019 Hasina had in-depth 
exchanges of views on bilateral relations, regional and 
international issues of common interest with President Xi, 
and reached broad consensus, according to the Chinese 
embassy in Dhaka.

She also sent a separate letter of felicitation to Premier 
of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China Li 
Keqiang.


