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Finding it extremely difficult to move, the people Char Sholmari on the Teesta river basin in Bhoatmari union under
Kaliganj upazila of Lalmonirhat took spades on their hands to reclaim and repair a government road that was under

the illegal possession of a private solar power company.

Char people reclaim govt road
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Gorai erosion puts Sheikh Russell
Bridge, nearby villages at risk

Our CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Nearly one-fourth of a 410-metre-longembankment
along the Gorai river, on Haripur union side of
Sadar upazila, has collapsed in only four years after
construction.

In 2017, Local Government Engineering
Department (LGED) spent around Tk 10 crore to
build embankments on both sides of the river to
protect the Tk 78-crore Sheikh Russell Bridge that
was completed earlier that year.

Built to protect the bridge as well as
establishments, croplands and  dwellings
in nearby villages, the affected part of the
embankment started to develop cracks in October
last year, said locals.

The embankment has continued to collapse into
the river since then and till date, the river eroded
away more than a hundred houses and around 150
metres of roads, said Shompa Mahmud, chairman
of Haripur Union Parishad.

The newly built bridge and a larger area now run
the risk of getting washed away by the Gorai river,
but the authorities concerned are yet to take steps
in this regard, the locals said frustratingly.

Officials at the LGED in Kushtia claimed that
soon after the cracks started to develop, they
informed the higher authorities of the situation
and sought necessary funds for its repair work.

However, the funds were yet to be allocated,
they also said.

Afsar Uddin, executive engineer of Bangladesh
Water Development Board in Kushtia, said the
damage to the embankment could have been
prevented if measures were taken swiftly.

LGED spent around Tk 10 crore to
build embankments on both sides of
the river to protect the Tk 78-crore
Sheikh Russell Bridge. But, built to
protect the bridge as well as estab-
lishments, croplands and dwellings in
nearby villages, the affected part of
the embankment started to develop
cracks in October last year.

MA Hafiz Ovi, a resident of the area and an
engineer by profession, said there has to be
engineering flaws in the embankment, otherwise
it would not have developed cracks within three
years of construction.

An LGED official seeking anonymity said a
thorough river training work was not done before
the dam was constructed.

Contacted, Executive Engineer Jahidur Rahman
of LGED in Kushtia said the embankment being
eroded by the Gorai river would not affect the
bridge.

They wrote to the higher authorities last year
for necessary funds for the repair work and they
hope that the funds would be allocated soon, he
also said.

from clutch of a pvt company

Our CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Char people have reclaimed and
repaired a govt road that was under
illegal possession of a private solar
power company at Char Sholmari on
the Teesta river basin in Bhoatmari
union under Kaliganj upazila of
Lalmonirhat.

More than a hundred farmers of the
char took the spades in their hands and
repaired the only government road by
filling it with earth after reclaiming it
from the illegal possession of Intraco
Solar Power Limited on Saturday
noon (September 25). Later, they also
formed a human chain on the Teesta
Char protesting the forcible occupation
of the khas land (government-owned
land) and road by the private company.

The char people alleged that in
the name of a 30MW solar power
generation project at Sholmari Char,
the private company has continued
building various establishments by
occupying khas lands, roads and canals
in the char. They were forced to reclaim
and repair the govt road for their
movement on Saturday noon.

Locals alleged that the com-
pany has continued building
various establishments by
occupying khas lands in

the name of a 30MW solar
power generation project.

Soleman Alj, 62, a farmer from Char
Sholmari, said the private company
did not stop just after grabbing the
river and khas land in the char. The
company has taken possession of
the land of many farmers by ‘forging
documents” It has forced farmers
to sell their land at a cheap rate by
employing brokers.

‘We used to cultivate khas land on
the char and grow various crops. In
this way, our family was going well.
Now we can't cultivate the lands as the
company has taken over the possession
of the khas lands, he said.

‘We will soon call for a movement to
recover the khas land. The solar power
plant on the char will not be of any use
to us, said Sekendar Ali, 55, another
farmer of the same char.

‘A clique of brokers is benefiting
from the private company by deceiving
the char farmers. The brokers are also
threatening us in various ways, he said.

Abdul Matin, a local UP member,
said that Intraco Solar Power Limited
enclosed the government road and khas
land in the name of setting up a solar
power plant. As a result, the teachers,
students and char people have been
facing extreme difficulty while moving.
Locals repeatedly asked the company
to keep the road free, but they did not
listen. This caused anger among the
local people. The char people had no
choice but to take spades in their hands
and repair the road after recovering it
from the possession of the company
on Saturday noon, he said.

Contacted, Aziz Babu, manager of
Intraco Solar Power Limited’s Sholmari
Solar Power Plant, declined to make
any comments.

The photo was taken recently.

With the Sheikh Russell Bridge visible several hundred feet away, a large section of the bridge’s
protection embankment has eroded away by the Gorai river in Haripur union of Kushtia Sadar upazila.
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No closure, no justice

FROM PAGE 12
houses of the Hindus in
Kharulia village.

The following day,
the =zealots attacked and
ransacked five Buddhist
temples in the bordering

Ukhiya upazila and
damaged two  Hindu
temples in Palongkhali

union of the upazila. They
also torched and vandalised

Buddhist houses in
Hoaikong union of Teknaf
upazila.

On October 2 and 3,
2012, SC lawyers Jyotirmoy
Barua and Md Eunus Ali
Akond, separately filed
the two writ petitions,
seeking actions against the
perpetrators and the local
administrative officials who
were negligent in preventing

the incidents.

PROBE REPORTS

The probe reports were
submitted to the HC bench,
led by Justice Mirza Hussain
Haider, now retired. Before
his elevation as a judge of
the Appellate Division, the
jurisdiction of the bench
was reconstituted by the
chief justice.

One of the reports
submitted to the HC on May
16, 2013 found the failure
of the local administration
and intelligence and law
enforcement agencies in
preventing the attacks.

The probe, conducted by
a judicial body, identified
298 people as responsible
for the attacks. It also made
20 recommendations that
include helping improve the

competence and standards

of the administration,
restricting posts on social
media, and awakening

a sense of patriotism in
people, HC sources said.

Another probe led by
the police found failures
of the then superintendent
of police of Cox’s Bazar
and officer-in-charge of
Ramu Police Station. While
the probe committee
recommended action
against the then OC AK
Nazibul Islam, it did not
suggest any action against
the then SP Selim Md
Jahangir.

The final probe report,
by the home ministry,
mentioned that 205
people were involved in
the mayhem, which was
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planned at least 10 days
ahead.

The police have
reportedly submitted seven
charge sheets against 385
people to the lower court
concerned in Cox’s Bazar in
connection with the cases
filed with Ramu Police

Station.

However, the people
accused in the charge
sheets do not include

any officials in the police,
local administration, and
intelligence agencies.

Only some leaders
and activists of Jamaat-e-
Islami and BNP, including
Tofail Ahmed, chairman of
Naikhyangchhari  upazila
of Bandarban, have been
named in the charge sheets.
PETITIONS
The petitioners have also
been showing apathy in
moving for a hearing
causing delays for the HC to
give a final decision.

“I could not take any
move for a hearing of
the writ petition due to
overburdening  of  the
relevant High Court
benches with other cases.
Besides, the court remained
closed at different times
due to vacations and
the ongoing Covid-19
pandemic. I will pray to a
High Court bench after it
starts full regular functions
when the pandemic is over,”
Jyotirmoy Barua told The
Daily Star on September 26.

He also said all of
the accused in the Ramu
violence cases are now out
on bail, and there is no
significant progress at the
lower court concerned in
Cox’s Bazar.

Lawyer Eunus Ali Akond,
the other writ petitioner,
told this correspondent on
September 26 that the HC
bench headed by Justice
Mirza Hussain Haider had
not held a hearing of his
writ petition, as the matter
did not get a spot in the
queue for hearing.

Without elaborating,
he said he would not pray
to any bench for hearing
his petition, as the judges
don’t accept his petition for
its final hearing due to an
overburdened caseload.
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