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INFILTRATION ATTEMPT

Pak terrorist, 

19, captured 

at J&K
Another killed
NDTV ONLINE

A 19-year-old Lashkar-
e-Taiba terrorist from 
Pakistani Punjab, 
captured in a massive 
army operation to stop 
infiltrations at Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Uri, has made 
big revelations to the army 
including details of his 
terror training in which 
the Pakistan Army was 
allegedly involved. 

The terrorist surrendered 
when his associate, trying 
to cross over with him, 
was killed by the army. The 
infiltrators were planning a 
major strike, the army has 
said.

Ali Babar Patra, 
the captured terrorist, 
had claimed that he 
had to “drop arms in 
Baramulla”. But the size 
of the consignment raised 
suspicion.

Six terrorists tried to 
cross over, according to the 
army.

They took the same 
route as the terrorists who 
attacked the Uri army base 
in 2016, killing 19 Indian 
soldiers. Days later, India 
launched surgical strikes 
across the border to target 
terror launch pads.

Bhabanipur 
bypoll won’t 
be cancelled
Calcutta HC rules 
dismissing a plea
NDTV ONLINE

The Bhabanipur bypoll, 
where West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee 
is Trinamool candidate, 
won’t be cancelled, the 
Calcutta High Court ruled 
yesterday, dismissing a plea 
against the bypoll. The 
court added that the bypoll 
will be held as planned 
own Thursday.

“We record our strong 
reservation about the 
conduct of the Chief 
Secretary in writing a letter 
to the Election Commission 
stating that there would 
be ‘constitutional crisis’ 
in case by-election to the 
Bhabanipur Constituency 
is not held. He is a public 
servant...He is not to ensure 
that any particular person 
should come in power and 
in the absence there would 
be ‘constitutional crisis’,” 
the order said.

Riots were ‘pre-planned’
Delhi HC says in strong remarks on the three-day 

violence that left over 50 dead in 2020, refuses bail 
to one of the accused in the case

NDTV ONLINE

The Delhi riots of 2020 were planned and 
calculated to cause disruptions and were 
not triggered by any incident, the High 
Court said while refusing bail to one of the 
accused in the case yesterday.

“The February 2020 riots were a 
conspiracy, planned and executed. They 
evidently did not take place in a spur of 
the moment,” the Delhi High Court said 
in strong remarks on the three-day violence 
that left over 50 dead and 200 injured.

The court said in the video footage 
submitted by the prosecution, it was clear 
from the conduct of the protesters that the 
riots were a planned attempt to disrupt 
normal life and the functioning of the 
government.

“The systematic disconnection and 
destruction of the CCTV cameras also 
confirms the existence of a pre-planned 
and pre-meditated conspiracy to disturb 
law and order in the city,” said Justice 
Subramonium Prasad.

“This is also evident from the fact that 
innumerable rioters ruthlessly descended 
with sticks, dandas, bats etc. upon a 
hopelessly outnumbered cohort of police 
officials.”

Justice Prasad made the comments while 
denying the bail request of an accused, 
Mohammad Ibrahim, who was arrested in 
December. Another accused, Mohammad 
Saleem Khan, was granted bail.

“Individual liberty” cannot be used to 
threaten the fabric of civilised society, the 
High Court said, adding that Ibrahim was 
seen on CCTV clips threatening the crowds 
with a sword.

Ibrahim has been linked to the killing 
of Head Constable Ratan Lal on February 
24 by a mob of protesters. His lawyer 

had argued that Ratan Lal’s death was not 
caused by a sword.

Ibrahim also claimed that he was 
carrying the sword only to protect himself 
and his family.

The court rejected his arguments, saying 
the “clinching evidence that tilts the court 
towards extending Ibrahim’s custody” is 
the weapon he was carrying, which could 
have inflicted serious injuries and even 
killed.

The case involves a mob attack on 
policemen at Chand Bagh in northeast 
Delhi at the peak of the riots revolving 
around protests over a new citizenship law. 
Ratan Lal, who was a part of the grossly 
outnumbered contingent of policemen, 
died of head injuries and another official 

was severely injured.
On February 23, 2020, clashes broke 

out between CAA supporters and anti-
CAA protesters in northeast Delhi and 
continued over the next two days resulting 
in the death of 53 persons and the injury 
of more than 200 others. The Delhi police 
has filed over 111 FIRs, naming 650 people 
persons as accused including prominent 
anti-CAA protesters- Sharjeel Imam, Umar 
Khalid, ‘United Against Hate’ chief Khalid 
Saifi, Congress ex-councillor Ishrat Jahan, 
ex-AAP councillor Tahir Hussain.

People camp overnight to receive a dose of coronavirus vaccine at a government run district hospital in Siliguri, 

India yesterday. PHOTO: AFP


