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Feed prices worry Mymensingh fish farmers

Our CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Just when Mymensingh’s 1.12 lakh fish
farmers were looking forward to turn the
corner and start recovering from losses
they incurred during Covid-19 restrictions,
the rising prices of fish feed are eating
away their profits.

The aquaculture industry in
Mymensingh -- one of the largest fish
producing hubs in the country -- suffered
Tk 400 crore in losses, mostly due
to unavailability of transport during
lockdowns.

Abu Raihan, a commercial fish farmer
in Dhanikhola village of Trishal upazila,
said fish feed prices rose significantly in
recent months.

Price of one kilogram of feed has gone
up by Tk 4 to 5 over the last three months,
raising the cost of production close to the
sale price, sometimes even higher. “For
example, per kg Pangas is being sold for
Tk 82 to 84 while the production cost is
around Tk 90,” said Raihan.

Ataur Rahman Khan, another fish
farmer from Boilor village in the same
upazila, said he suffered losses during
the pandemic months and he might lose
another Tk 4 lakh this year due to the
rising prices of fish feed.

Contacted, Dilip Kumar Saha, district
fisheries officer in Mymensingh, said
dealers of fish feed might be involved in
raising its prices, as he found production
at different fish feed factories going on in
full swing during his recent visit at some
of the factories in the district where a few
of the factory owners had faced a supply
shortage of ingredients.

Against an annual demand of 1.26 lakh
tonnes of fish in Mymensingh, around
1,12,000 fish farmers in the district have
been producing nearly 4 lakh tonnes of
fish each year, he also said.

Tofail Ahmed, senior fisheries officer
in Trishal, said around 7,500 fish farmers
in the upazila incurred losses due to the
pandemic and now the hike in fish feed
prices is likely to deal another blow to
the industry on which around seven lakh
people depend in Mymensingh.

Khaled Masud Sujon, who works as a
fisheries executive at Quality Feeds Ltd in
Mymensingh, said the prices of fish feed
has gone up by Tk 4 to per kg in the last
seven months, as prices of ingredients
including soyabean, rice bran, oil cake and
maize also went up.

The prices of fish feed are not likely
to fall any time soon, as the prices of
ingredients continue to rise, he added.

Fish netted at a commercial fishing pond in Salimpur village in Mymensingh’s Trishal upazila.
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Thakurgaon, Panchagarh
hospitals struggle to cope
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