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Killing an innocent
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Jamal contacted his friend Moshiur, who gave him a target 
-- one Parul Begum, who used to make children’s clothes 
and sell them by herself.

“Parul, a divorcee, used to live alone in Dhaka as her 
daughter lived in village. She also needed support. Jamal 
pretended to be in love with Parul and convinced her to 
rent a house in Nama Bazar area of Savar on September 7 
posing as a couple,” Banaj said.

“Once they moved in, on the first night, Jamal strangled 
her to death with a scarf. Later, he left a copy of Billal 
Sardar’s NID card next to the body,” said the PBI official.

“After recovering the NID copy, we investigated and 
confirmed that Billal was not involved in the murder. Then 
we contacted him to know whether he has any enemies. 
He named a few people, including rival member candidate 
Halim,” the PBI Chief added.

“Our investigation found frequent contact between 
Halim and Jamal. After arresting Jamal, we took him to 
Savar and the caretaker of the house he and Parul rented 
identified him,” he added.

Banaj said among the arrestees, Jamal and Moshiur gave 
confessional statement before a Dhaka court.

However, talking to The Daily Star, Gazi Akbar Hossain, 
chairman of Chila union, said Halim was framed in the 
incident following a feud with his rival Billal Sarder.

“Halim was a two-time UP member at one of the remotest 
unions of the country. He went to Dhaka only once and 
does not know his way around there. How can he hire a man 
in Dhaka and plan the killing?” asked the union chairman.

Waterlogged
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said Anjuman Ara Lucky a resident, of the colony’s Road 
No 5.

 “The floor inside my house has remained flooded since 
July 15. We are forced to keep all our perishable valuables, 
including our stove, on the bed,” she said. “Our two 
children can’t even go outside to play or walk.” 

Yunus Ali, a resident of Road-11, told The Daily Star, 
“It’s inhuman that no one from any government agency or 
Khulna City Corporation are taking any action to remedy 
the situation. Small traders and hawkers of the area cannot 
store their belongings at home, as the floors have been 
underwater for months.”

Contacted, Md Mahafuzur Rahman, councillor of Ward-
9, said the colony is situated in a low-lying area, where 
sewers are narrow. Rainwater moves towards the colony 
from adjacent areas, he added.

“The city corporation is trying to drain out water to 
clean drains,” he added. 

Contacted, Md Abdul Aziz, chief conservancy officer of 
Khulna City Corporation, said they have assigned cleaning 
staffers of the corporation to drain the water after any 
downpour, but due to its location being in a low-lying 
area, this proves to be a difficult task.

He also shifted part of the blame on to the residents. 
“They always dump garbage in the sewers, clogging them,” 
he said.

Md Aminul Islam Munna, panel mayor-1 of KCC, told 
The Daily Star that in order to improve the situation, a 
project worth Tk 843 crore has been undertaken to alleviate 
waterlogging and develop drainage system. 

“Under the project, we have also started development 
works of 27 drains at a cost of Tk 65 crore,” he said. 

Govt politicised
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Fakhrul alleged that the government talks about democracy 
and fair elections after filing cases against 35 lakh BNP 
leaders and activists, making over 500 party leaders 
disappeared and killing over 1,000 others. 

“You’ve deliberately created a situation where no one 
can vote or get justice here,” he said. 

He said there is no alternative to waging a united 
movement to get rid of such a situation in the country. 

Speaking at the programme, BNP standing committee 
member Mirza Abbas said their party will not join any 
election under the Awami League government.

He urged the BNP leaders and activists to get ready for a 
movement to force the government to step down and hold 
the 12th parliamentary election under a non-party neutral 
administration.

Rejoinder, our reply
FROM PAGE 3

victory. The research centre is a part of such 
initiatives. 

Multiple researches kicked off on marine 
bioresearch and coastal fisheries resources 
after setting up the research centre. Financed 
by the Bangladesh Fisheries Research Institute, 
scientists were able to devise the technology to 
farm soft shell crab and green oyster.

The research centre has taken all preparation 
to produce coral pry in hatcheries using salty 
water of Bay of Bengal. Once it goes into 
production which will use Malaysian technology, 
it will bring about a revolutionary change in the 
fisheries sector.

This research centre will also contribute to 
determine the strategy to deal with the impacts 
of climate change on coastal areas and its 
environment.

CVASU is the only university that arranges 
a six months internship programme out of 
twelve universities that confer fisheries degree. 
When other universities could not start classes 
physically or hold exams, our students taking 
vaccines have been staying in the research centre. 
Fifty-seven students (28 female and 20 male 
students) from the fisheries science department 
are doing their internship.

Besides that foreign students too come and 
stay in the research centre to research on coastal 
environment and climate change. Ten students 
from Malaysian university Terengganu did their 
internship staying in the research centre over a 
period of one month in 2017. Another batch 
comprising 12 students from Putra University of 

Malaysia stayed in the centre for one week and 
completed their research.

It is not feasible for the students to perform 
research by staying in hotels and motels in world-
class tourist site like Cox’s Bazar. In such a reality, 
the five-storey building was built to facilitate the 
accommodation for researchers and students.

It is saddening to see responsible daily 
newspapers like The Daily Star run a fictitious 
and motivated report at a time when the 
research centre is moving forward with its 
various research activities and earned reputation 
for its contribution to the socio-economy of the 
country. The information of hill razing destroying 
the forest in the report is completely unfounded, 
false and not compatible with reality. No such 
devastation of hill cutting and forest clearing 
took place there. Rather the research on coastal 
biodiversity and marine research is being praised 
in every quarter. The university authority deems 
the report was done intentionally to tarnish the 
reputation of the university.

OUR REPLY

In the rejoinder, the university authorities did 
not specifically point out the reason it found 
the news report “fictitious” and “motivated”. The 
rejoinder mainly detailed the “research centre”, 
the internship it arranged, how many students 
stayed at the centre and how it was going to help 
the fisheries sector in bringing positive changes.

Our report did not say anything about who 
is residing in the dormitory; neither did we raise 
any question about the research the university 
has been pursuing. Instead, the report said how 
the CVASU violated the condition of the lease 

agreement that clearly says the university could 
only build a research institute there.

The university authorities did not build any 
research centre that the rejoinder claimed. The 
CVASU constructed a dormitory in the protected 
forest. The five acres of forestland, which was 
leased out to CVASU, got the status of protected 
forest in 1935. The university authority took 
the lease on condition that they would build a 
full-fledged “Institute for Coastal Biodiversity, 
Marine Fisheries and Wildlife Research”, which 
they did not. This is a clear violation of the lease 
condition.

Although the rejoinder claimed that no 
incident of hill razing happened, a forest 
department survey found the university 
authorities cut hills and destroyed forest even 
beyond the leased area. The Department of 
Environment filed a case against the CVASU 
vice-chancellor for cutting hills. The case is 
under trial in the environment court.

The Department of Environment, in a report 
prepared after a field visit on October 24, 2016 
in the area, found the hills were levelled by 
five to six feet. The Daily Star obtained a copy 
of the report, which instructed the university 
authorities to stop it.

At that time, the razed area amounted to 165 
decimals (five bighas). The field report said the 
way the hill was razed, it bifurcated the hills and 
uninterrupted forest, causing danger for wildlife. 
An elephant was found dead inside the razed 
area on June 10, 2017, which locals alleged died 
by falling from the hills.

We stand by our report.

60pc returnee
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towards them have 
happened after their 
return while 45 percent 
mentioned they were 
overlooked, avoided or not 
invited to social events.

Only 15 percent 
returnees have some sort of 
investment and 15 percent 
female returnees are 
satisfied with their present 
occupation.

Of the respondents, 
11.8 percent are now self-
employed, nine percent 
are domestic workers, 8.7 
percent day labourers, 
5.6 percent run small 
businesses, and 3.7 percent 
have jobs. Ninety percent 
respondents demanded that 
social security protection be 
provided for them.

Addressing the 
programme, BILS Executive 
Council Member Shakil 
Akhter Chowdhury said 
about 10 lakh Bangladeshi 
female migrant workers 
have gone abroad.

“The picture of their 
sufferings especially in 
the Middle East countries 
is worrisome,” he said, 
adding upon return home 
they face even more 
challenges in socio-
economic reintegration.

Shakil said, during their 
migration abroad, female 
migrant workers are not 
being provided with proper 
information and training.

As a result, they often 
experience a gap between 
their expectations and 
what they are being offered 
in the host countries, he 
added.

Repeatedly
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commissioner of traffic, 
Gulshan division, said 
finding several parked 
bikes blocking the road, 
the sergeant went to the 
spot. As the sergeant took 
his bike’s papers, Shawkat 
wanted to know if any 
case would be filed. “The 
sergeant told him he has to 
face a case as he obstructed 
traffic,” the ADC said.

Shawkat, however, later 
admitted what he did was a 
mistake, the official said.

He further said no case 
was filed against Shawkat. 
They also did not fine him. 

He said Shawkat 
informed them that he was 
earlier fined Tk 1,000 by 
Ramna traffic division on 
August 16. 

After around 12 hours, 
Shawkat left the DC 
(Gulshan) office.  

Meanwhile, App-
based Drivers’ Union of 
Bangladesh is slated to go 
on a 24-hour voluntary 
work abstention from 
12:01am today, to press 
home their six-point 
demand.

Belal Ahmed, 
coordinator of the 
platform, said they are 
holding the protest 
programme after talking 
to 35 unions of app-based 
service providers in Dhaka, 
Chattogram, and Sylhet.

Their demands include 
recognition of app-based 
service providers as 
labour, 10 percent fixed 
commission from all 
ride-sharing services, end 
to police harassment, and 
dedicated parking spaces.

Asked if yesterday’s 
incident has any link 
with their programme, he 
replied in the negative.


