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Woman, son 
die from 
electrocution
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Thakurgaon

A woman and her son 
died from electrocution in 
Ranishankail upazila.

The victims, Afroza 
Begum, 55, and her son 
Abdul Quader, 32, were 
residents of Balidara village. 

Quoting locals, Officer 
in Charge (OC) of 
Ranishankail Police Station 
SM Zahid Iqbal said Quader 
went to water pump room 
nearby his house around 
3:00pm on Friday to irrigate 
his paddy field.  

As he didn’t return home 
for long, Afroza went to 
the pump room with her 
5-year-old grandson Nur 
around 6:00pm and found 
his son lying unconscious 
on the floor.

At one stage, she touched 
Quader’s body and died 
instantly on the spot.

Hearing Nur’s screams, 
family members and 
neighbours rushed to the 
spot and informed police, 
who recovered the body 
around 7:00pm. 

They primarily suspect 
that the duo might have 
died from electrocution, the 
OC said. 

Locals demand 
punishment of 
rapist
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Moulvibazar

Local people formed human 
chain at Rajai village in 
Sunamganj’s Tahirpur 
upazila, demanding 
exemplary punishment for 
culprits involved in raping a 
Hajon woman.

Organized by Central 
Council of Bangladesh 
Hajong Students 
Organization (Bahachas), 
the hour-long rally was held 
at Alfat Square in Sunamganj 
municipality on Saturday.

Gauri Bhattacharya, 
president of Sunamganj 
Mahila Parishad, Chitta 
Ranjan Talukder, president 
of Sunamganj Communist 
Party, Andrew Salmar, 
finance secretary of 
Bangladesh Adivasi Forum 
Central Committee, Jitendra 
Hajong, president of 
Bangladesh Hajong Students 
Organization (Bahachas), 
and its General Secretary 
Paltan Hajong spoke on the 
occasion.

Waiting 15 years, they 
build 2nd bridge

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Instead of accepting to be hamstrung 
by bureaucratic red tape, residents 
of two villages in Rangabali upazila 
once again built their own walk 
bridge over Amlabhanga canal.

This time the villagers of South 
Kazir Hawla and Kachhiabunia 
villages built a two-foot by 300-foot 
wood bridge to replace a bamboo 
bridge that broke down about two 
months ago. The bamboo bridge they 
built in 2006 had been in a terrible 
state for the last several years and 
they had been urging the authorities 
to build a proper bridge for them on 
the canal.

A bridge on Amlabhanga canal is 
crucial for the inhabitants of both 
villages as they depend on it for 
reaching a number of educational 
institutions, Rangabali Union Health 
and Family Welfare Centre and 
Rangabali Union Parishad office. 

The educational institutions on 
both sides of Amlabhanga canal are: 
Dakshin Kazir Hawla Government 
Primary School, Rangabali Dakhil 
Madrasa, Rangabali Government 
College, Kachiabunia Government 

Secondary School and Kachiabunia 
Government Primary School.

Around 2,000 people from the 
two villages and four other nearby 
villages need to cross the canal every 
day.  

Locals said they had been 
repairing the bamboo bridge since it 
turned wobbly in recent years, but it 
continued to turn increasingly risky 
to cross, especially for children, the 
elderly and women.   

There had been many occasions 
when villagers including young 
students fell off the bridge, they 
also said, alleging that despite 
the fact, their petition with the 
Local Government Engineering 
Department (LGED), requesting a 
bridge on the canal, went unheeded. 

Finally, when the rickety bridge 
collapsed about a couple of months 
back, villagers on both sides of the 
canal were mobilised to build a 
wooden walk bridge. The initiative 
was taken by Nazmul Masud, a 
lecturer at Rangabali Government 
College, and Mosharraf Mollah, a 
resident of South Kazir Hawla.    

It took the villagers about a month 
to build the bridge and it was made 

open for all during the second week 
of September.

While visiting the site recently, 
people were seen walking down 
the wooden platform of the bridge, 
erected on logs driven into the canal 
bed.

Nazmul Masud said, “The 
bamboo bridge was risky for crossing 
the canal. And that’s why the villagers 
responded positively to [our] call 
for building a wood bridge. The 
government offices we approached 
only gave assurance, but didn’t 
deliver.”

After the villagers in a petition to 
the chairman of Rangabali Upazila 
Parishad sought funds for the 
purpose, he allocated Tk 80,000 from 
government funds, he said, adding 
that they spent total Tk 2.8 lakh on 
the new bridge.   

Contacted, Engineer Mizanul 
Kabir of LGED in Rangabali upazila, 
said they have plans to build an 
iron bridge over the canal and they 
already sent a proposal in this regard 
to the higher authorities. 

Construction of the iron bridge 
will begin once the proposal is 
approved, he also said.

The 300-foot-long wooden walk bridge built recently by volunteers of two villages on Amlabhanga canal in 

Patuakhali’s Rangabali upazila. PHOTO: SOHRAB HOSSAIN

Nilphamari primary 
schools see dwindling 
attendance
EAM ASADUZZAMAN

The attendance of primary students in 
Nilphamari has seen a decrease of 13pc to 
16pc after reopening of school following a 
long hiatus, which guardians and teachers 
say may be the result of the end of the 
school feeding programme.

The project tenure expired in June 
this year having an impact on students’ 
attendance, they said.

After the reopening of schools 
following a long pause due to pandemic, 
the attendance of students was as high as 
95pc to 98pc which has dropped within 
a few days as the average attendance rate 
now stands at 82pc, according to data 
of primary education offices in different 
upazilas.

According to the primary education 
department, it could be learnt that the 
government introduced the school 
feeding programme in primary schools 
in 2001 to make students of low-income 
families interested in attending schools 
and the programme garnered positive 
results.

Under the programme, students were 
provided with a packet of nutritious 
biscuits in tiffin time so that learners of 
poor families who come to school half-
fed or unfed do not leave classes because 
of hunger and can concentrate on their 
lessons.

The programme continued even in the 
pandemic time during the long closure 
of schools when teachers handed over 
the packets of biscuits to students going 
door to door at the directive of higher 
authorities.

District primary education office 
informed that there is a total of 1,084 
primary schools in six upazilas of the 
district where around 2.4 lakh students 

mostly from low-income families read 
as kids of solvent families are usually 
sent to read in specialised schools like 
kindergartens.

Guardians and teachers said that 
the reason for the sudden decrease 
in attendance may be caused by the 
discontinuation of the feeding programme 
as the students are not being provided 
biscuits after attending classes.

GirizaProsonna Roy, former 
president of district unit of primary 
teachers’ association, said “Government 
programmes to provide textbooks for 
free and school feeding programme were 
epoch-making in popularising primary 
education and it should be continued.”

Shandha Rani and Sumon, students 
of Uttar Ramnagar Government Primary 
School, said that they feel hungry during 
school time and can’t pay attention to 
lessons.

Delwar Hossain, a guardian from 
Gayabari village of Dimla upazila, said 
that her daughter reading in class four in a 
local primary school now insists on giving 
her Tk 10 before going to school daily to 
buy snacks from the grocery shop as she 
is not getting the biscuits from the school 
anymore.

Ashraful Islam, headmaster, of 
DoluaDogasi Government Primary School 
in Sadar upazila, said that they were going 
to the doorsteps of the students assuring 
them that the progrmme will resume 
soon in a bid to increase the attendance 
rate.

Assistant District Primary Education 
Officer MdTazul Islam Mondal said, “The 
government has not officially stopped the 
school feeding programme and there is 
every possibility for its revival as it is an 
effective one.”

A group of students of Nilphamari Sadar upazila is seen eating snacks from a roadside shop 

on the way to returning home as they feel hungry. However, there is strict directive from the 

department of primary education that the students do not buy outside food during the school 

hours in the pandemic situation. PHOTO: STAR


