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Modi targets
neighbours at

UNGA, but
not by name

AP, New York

Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi didn't
directly mention Pakistan
or China in his speech to
the United Nations General
Assembly yesterday, but the
targets of his address were
clear.

He called upon the
international community
to help the women,
children and minorities of
Afghanistan and said that it
was imperative the country
not be used as a base from
which to spread terror.

“We also need to be alert
and ensure that no country
tries to take advantage of
the delicate situation there,
and use it as a tool for
its own selfish interests,”
he said in an apparent
reference to Pakistan,
wedged in between
Afghanistan and India.

Modi also highlighted
what he called the need
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to protect oceans from
“the race for expansion
and exclusion.” India and
China have long competed
for influence in the Indian
Ocean.

On the heels of waves
of coronavirus surges that
have ravaged India, Modi
made no mention of his
own country’s death toll.
But he reaffirmed last week’s
announcement that India
would restart exporting
vaccines next month.

“Deeply conscious of
its responsibility towards
mankind, India has
resumed the process of
providing vaccines to those
who need it in the world,”
Modi said.
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‘We stand for rule of law, freedom’ RIS

Leaders of US, Japan, India, Australia call for stable, open and democratic Indo-Pacific,
present united front in veiled China dig

AGENCIES

Leaders of the United States, Japan,
India and Australia vowed on Friday
to pursue a free and open Indo-Pacific
region “undaunted by coercion” at
their first in-person summit, which
presented a united front amid shared
concerns about China.

The two-hour meeting at the White
House of the Quad, as the grouping of
four major democracies is called, will
be watched closely in Beijing, which
criticised the group as “doomed to fail.”

“We stand for the rule of law,
freedom of navigation and overflight,
peaceful resolution of disputes,
democratic values, and territorial
integrity of states,” US President Joe
Biden, Australian Prime Minister Scott

FIRST IN-PERSON QUAD SUMMIT
»» Beijing criticised the group as
“doomed to fail”

»» Quad agreed to monitor Pakistan’s
role in Afghanistan

»» Leaders agree to co-operate on
vaccines, clean energy and space
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Joe Biden walks with, from left, Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison,
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide

Suga, in the White House on Friday evening.

Morrison, Japanese Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga and Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said in a joint
statement after the talks.

While China was not mentioned in
the public remarks by the four leaders
or in the lengthy joint statement and a
factsheet issued afterwards, Beijing was

PHOTO: AP

clearly top of mind.

In a briefing on Friday a Chinese
foreign ministry spokesman appeared
to criticize the Quad, or Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue, as it is formally
known, reports Reuters.

“A closed, exclusive clique targeting
other countries runs counter to the

trend of the times and the aspirations
of regional countries,” said the
spokesman, Zhao Lijian.

“It will find no support and is
doomed to fail.”

The Quad leaders urged North Korea
to engage in diplomacy over its nuclear
weapons and ballistic missile programs.

The leaders took steps to expand
vaccines worldwide, welcoming India’s
plan to resume exports of eight million
one-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccines
in October.

India also said that members of the
Quad had agreed to monitor Pakistan'’s
role in Afghanistan.

The Quad announced several new
pacts, including one to bolster supply
chain security for semiconductors and
to combat illegal fishing and boost
maritime domain awareness. It also
rolled out a 5G partnership and plans
to track climate change.

“Acknowledging the role of
governments in fostering an enabling
environment for 5G diversification, we
will work together to facilitate public-
private cooperation and demonstrate in
2022 the scalability of open, standards-
based technology,” the leaders said.

[srael has one year to quit
Palestinian territory

Palestinian leader Mahmud Abbas tells UNGA

AFP, United Nations

Palestinian leader Mahmud Abbas
gave Israel one year to withdraw
from occupied territory Friday or
he said he would no long recognize
the Jewish state based on pre-1967
borders.

In a virtual address to the
United Nations General Assembly,
Abbas called on Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres to “convene an
international peace conference.”

But along with that request he also issued an

ultimatum.

“We must state that Israel, the occupying power,
has one year to withdraw from the Palestinian
including East

territory it occupied in 1967,
Jerusalem,” he said.

Abbas added that the Palestinians were ready
on solving the
final status of the states of Israel and Palestine “in
accordance with United Nations resolutions.”

“to work throughout the year”

But “if this is not achieved, why
maintain recognition of Israel based on
the 1967 borders?” he said.

Abbas added that the Palestinians
would also go to the International Court
of Justice “on the issue of the legality
of the occupation of the land of the
Palestinian state.”

The peace process to achieve a two-
state solution between in the Middle East
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has been deadlocked for years.

Israel immediately brushed aside the

Palestinian leader’s demands.

Abbas “proved once again that he is no longer
relevant,” said the Israeli ambassador to the UN,
Gilad Erdan.

“Those who truly support peace and negotiations
do not threaten delusional ultimatums from the
UN platform as he did in his speech,” he added.

Meanwhile, a Palestinian was shot dead by
Israeli troops Friday when clashes broke out on the
sidelines of a demonstration in the occupied West
Bank, the Palestinian health ministry said.

‘Are we related?’

Biden discusses Indian Bidens
with Modi at White House

REUTERS, Washington

“Are we related?” US President Joe Biden asked India’s
Prime Minister Narendra Modi when they met at the White
House on Friday. “Yes!” Modi joked in reply.

At the start of his first bilateral White House meeting
with Modi as leaders, Biden explained that he had learned
about an Indian branch of the Biden family when he was
first elected to Congress in 1972 and received a letter from
someone called Biden living in Mumbai.

“I found out that there was a Captain George Biden,
who was a captain in the East India tea company,” Biden
said.

“That’s hard for an Irishman to admit!” he quipped,
referring to the East India Company, which laid the
foundations of the British Empire but ceased to exist more
than 150 years ago.

Biden said he learned that George Biden stayed in India
and married an Indian woman, but added: “I've never been
able to track it down, so the whole purpose of this meeting
is for him to help me figure out who he was!”

Modi said Biden had mentioned the connection to him
previously, so he had hunted for documents that could
help fill in the gaps in the family tree.

“Today I have brought along some documents... Maybe
those documents could be of use to you!” he told Biden.

China frees two Canadians
after Huawei boss released

had

AFP, Beijing

detained Canadians

Huawei executive Meng Wanzhou was
headed home from Vancouver yesterday as
two Canadians were released from prison
in China, ending a bitter diplomatic row
that has poisoned ties for three years.

Meng and the two Canadians -- former
diplomat Michael Kovrig and businessman
Michael Spavor -- are all on their way back
to their home countries after years of being
detained in what critics have

called “hostage diplomacy”.
Meng, the

telecoms giant Huawei,

United States.

This came hours after US prosecutors
announced an agreement under which
against her are to be
suspended and eventually dropped.

She then quickly boarded a flight to the
city of Shenzhen, returning to China for
the first time since her arrest at Vancouver’s
international airport at the behest of US
authorities on December 1, 2018.

Meanwhile, Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau announced that the two

fraud charges

49-year-old
daughter of Ren Zhengfei, the
billionaire founder of Chinese
was
granted release in a Vancouver court
hearing after three years of house arrest in
Canada while fighting extradition to the

Their plane was

ordeal.”

HOSTAGE

incident.”
us
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release the men.

Speaking to reporters before heading
to China, Meng said: “Over the past three
years, my life has been turned upside down.
It was a disruptive time for me as a mother,
wife and a company executive.”

She later posted a message on Chinese
social media from her plane saying “thank
you to the party and government.”

A red banner hanging at Shenzhen
airport arrivals hall read “Welcome home

Meng Wanzhou.”

airspace, and were on their way home.
expected to

Saturday in Canada, Trudeau told a news
conference in Ottawa, adding they had
gone through “an unbelievably difficult

The “two Michaels” -- as they have been
dubbed by international media -- were
detained just days after Meng on what
Ottawa has contended were “trumped up”
espionage charges.

In turn,
Meng's case “a purely political

Secretary

Antony Blinken said “the US
Government stands with the international
community in welcoming the decision” to

Some chanted “Go Huawei!

SABINA NESSA KILLING
Hundreds
hold vigil in
London

AFP, London

left Chinese

land

Hundreds of people
gathered in southeast
London on Friday night
at a vigil for Sabina Nessa,
a 28-year-old British-
Bangladeshi teacher who
was found dead in a park,
the latest case to spark
public concern about
women's safety.

The primary school
teacher disappeared a
week ago after leaving her
home to go to a bar just
five minutes’ walk away.
Her body was found by a
member of the public the
following day hidden in a
pile of leaves.

The young woman's
death, like that of 33-year-
old Sarah Everard, has
galvanised public opinion
over the safety of women
in public spaces. Carroll,
a 35-year-old teacher, told
AFP that Nessa's death had
caused her to fear for her
7 own safety.

Beijing called

of State

US CDC backs Covid boosters for

high-risk adults, workers
The US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) on Friday backed a booster
shot of the Pfizer /BioNTech Covid-19 vaccine
for Americans aged 65 and older, adults
with underlying medical conditions and
adults in high-risk working and institutional
settings. The decision by CDC Director Rochelle
Walensky is aligned with the US Food and
Drug Administration’s authorization of the
shot earlier this week and follows an August
announcement of a broad hooster rollout from
her and other top US health officials. The (DC
recommendation cleared the way for booster
shots to start on Friday.

Merkel makes final push for

successor in polls
Chancellor Angela Merkel yesterday urged
Germans to give her would-be successor
Armin Laschet the vote to shape Germany’s
future, in a last-ditch push to shore up his
beleaguered campaign 24 hours before
Germans vote. Laschet, 60, has been trailing
his Social Democrat challenger Olaf Scholz in
the race for the chancellery, although final
polls put the gap between them within the
margin of error, making the vote one of the
most unpredictable in recent years. Merkel
had planned to keep a low profile in the
election battle as she prepares to bow out
of politics after 16 years in power. But she
has found herself dragged into the frantic
campaign schedule of the unpopular chairman
of her party, Laschet.

Hong Kong’s Tiananmen vigil

organiser dishands
The Hong Kong pro-democracy group
that organised three decades of vigils
commemorating the victims of Beijing’s
Tiananmen Square crackdown voted to
disband yesterday in the face of China’s
sweeping clampdown on dissent. The
Hong Kong Alliance was one of the most
prominent symbols of the city’s former
political plurality and its dissolution is the
latest illustration of how quickly China is
remoulding the business hub in its own
authoritarian image. After announcing the
decision to dishand, a representative of the
alliance read out a letter from their chairman
Lee Cheuk-yan, who is currently in jail.
“A regime cannot take away the people’s
memory and conscience,” the letter read.

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS

Civilians and Somalian security officers gather at the scene of a suicide car bomb blast at a street junction near
the president’s residence, in Mogadishu, Somalia yesterday. At least eight people were killed in the blast, police
said, as the Al-Shabaab jihadist group claimed responsibility for the attack.

People take part in a protest on the day the Dutch authorities introduce a mandatory
“corona pass”, proof of the coronavirus disease vaccination or a negative test
result, to enter bars, restaurants and cultural events in the country, in The Hague,

Netherlands yesterday.
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Myanmar monks march against junta
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Call for release of prisoners including members of Suu Kyi's party

AFP, Yangon

Scores of pro-democracy Buddhist
monks tookto the streets of Myanmar's
second-biggest city yesterday,
rallying against the military coup in
demonstrations that coincided with
the 14th anniversary of previous
clergy-led mass protests.

Myanmar has been in turmoil and
its economy paralysed since February
when the military ousted Aung San
Suu Kyi's civilian government, ending
a ten-year experiment with democracy.

Around the country an anti-junta
resistance has taken root, prompting
the military to unleash a brutal
crackdown on dissent. More than
1,100 civilians have been killed and
8,400 arrested, according to a local
monitoring group.

Historically, monks in
predominantly Buddhist Myanmar
have been seen as a supreme moral
authority, organising communities
and at times mobilising opposition to
the military regimes. But the coup has

exposed a schism in the monkhood,
with some prominent clerics giving
the generals their blessing and others
supporting the protesters.

Yesterday, dozens of monks in
their bright orange and crimson
robes marched through the streets of
Mandalay with flags and banners and
threw colourful streamers in the air.

“Monks who love the truth stand
on the side of the people,” a protest
leader told AFP.

The monks chanted for the release
of political prisoners including

members of Aung San Suu Kyi's
political party, which won a landslide
in last November's election.

Some monks carried upside down
alms bowls -- ordinarily used to collect
food donations from the community
-- in a symbol of protest to reject the
junta regime, which calls itself the
State Administration Council.

“We have to take risks... to protest
as we can be arrested or shot at any
point. We are not safe to live in our
monasteries anymore,” a 35-year-old
monk told AFP.

In 2007, Buddhist monks led huge
demonstrations nationwide against
the previous military junta regime
-- an uprising that kicked off after a
sudden hike in fuel prices.

The “Saffron Revolution” posed a
severe legitimacy crisis for the then
35-year-old  dictatorship, = which
responded with brutal crackdowns
that killed at least 31 people and saw
hundreds of monks defrocked and
arrested.

THIS DAY:IN
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1907 - New Zealand
becomes dominion
within British Empire.
2002 - Senegalese
ferry the Joola capsized
off the Gambian
coast. Only 64 people
survived and 1,863
people drowned.
2014 - Soyuz TMA-
14M spacecraft
launches carrying
International Space
Station crew including
the first Russian
woman to serve on the
space outpost.

SOURCE: REUTERS



