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Activists including Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg and German climate activist Luisa Neubauer hold 

a banner as they march at Berlin’s Brandenburg Gate during a Fridays for Future global climate strike in Berlin 

yesterday, two days ahead of the German federal election. PHOTO: REUTERS

Mukti Bahini expanded
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liberation struggle of Bangladesh and the determination 
of the people. 
ON THE WAR FRONT

In the Rangpur-Dinajpur-Rajshahi sector, Mukti Bahini 
encountered Pakistani troops at Usalja and killed four 
enemy soldiers. Another group of Mukti Bahini damaged 
a railway bridge between Badarganj and Khalahati railway 
stations under Badarganj police station of Rangpur. As a 
result, train movement on the line was disrupted.

In the Mymensingh-Sylhet sector, seven enemy troops 
were killed in an ambush today. Another group of Mukti 
Bahini today fired on Pakistani troops in Andharmanik 
area of Sylhet district, killing 15 Pakistani soldiers 
including one junior commission officer. On the same day, 
freedom fighters killed three Pakistani soldiers and injured 
six in Gutirama area.

During September 24-25, Mukti Bahini ambushed 
Pakistani troops near Karimpur, Handatilla, Chatlapur in 
Sylhet district and in Ramamadrasa, Thakurchar, Batta and 
Kendua police stations in Mymensingh district. In these 
operations, 16 Pakistani troops and 9 Razakars were killed.

A Mukti Bahini raid on Champaknagar BOP, 
Brahmanbaria tonight inflicted heavy casualties on enemy 
troops. The raid was carried out with rocket launchers and 
many bunkers were destroyed.
PAKISTANI MINISTER HURT IN BOMB BLAST

The newly appointed East Pakistan Local Self Government 
Minister Maulana Mohammad Ishaq was injured today 
when a time bomb exploded in his car. Maulana Ishaq was 
admitted to hospital.
PAK COMPLAINT

In a letter addressed to the UN Secretary General U 
Thant, Pakistan Foreign Secretary Sultan Mohammad 
Khan complained against what he called “India’s open 
interference in its internal affairs”.
Shamsuddoza Sajen is a journalist and researcher. He can be 
contacted at sajen1986@gmail.com

Mostly benign
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back on the eyelid than a stye. 
Stye and chalazion may be related 

to blepharitis, a common problem that 
causes inflammation of the eyelids.

A stye usually starts as a red and 
painful bump that looks like a pimple 
along the edge of the eyelid. As the 
stye grows, the eyelid becomes swollen 
and painful, and the eye may water. 
Most styes swell for about three days 
before they break open and drain. 
Styes usually heal in about a week.

A chalazion starts as a firm lump or 
cyst under the skin of the eyelid. Unlike 
stye, chalazion often doesn’t hurt. It is 
caused by a clogged oil gland.

Chalazion grows more slowly 
than stye. If a chalazion grows big 
enough, it may affect one’s vision. 
The inflammation and swelling may 
spread to the area surrounding the 
eye. Chalazion often goes away in a 
few months without treatment.

Home treatment is all that’s 
needed for stye and chalazion 
in most cases. Apply warm, wet 
compresses for five to 10 minutes, 
three to six times a day, which usually 
helps the area heal faster and open 
a blocked pore so that it can drain. 
One should not use eye makeup or 
contact lenses until it is healed.

If a stye is not getting better with 
these home treatments, one must 
consult an ophthalmologist. The 
doctor may prescribe antibiotic eye 
ointment or eyedrops. S/he may need 
to prescribe antibiotic if the infection 
spreads to the eyelid or eye.

If a stye grows very large, the 
doctor may need to pierce (lance) it 
so it can drain and heal. Do not try to 
lance it yourself.

An ophthalmologist may 
recommend a steroid injection or 
surgery, if a chalazion stays long or 
gets worse.

To avoid stye or chalazion, we 
have to incorporate some practices. 
Don’t rub eyes. This can irritate your 
eyes and let in bacteria. If you need 
to touch your eyes, wash your hands 
first. Protect your eyes from dust and 
air pollution. Remove eye makeup 
properly every time. Replace eye 
cosmetics, especially mascara, at least 
once every six months. Bacteria can 
grow in cosmetics if they get old. If 
you get stye or chalazion often, wash 
your eyelids regularly with a bit of 
baby shampoo mixed in warm water. 

Prof Dr Md Shafi Khan is a cornea 
specialist and phaco surgeon at 
Bangladesh Eye Hospital.

Shootout kills
FROM PAGE 12

Gogi’s violent reputation had made 
him a target for police and rivals, 
with media reports saying that other 
gangs were enraged at his moves into 
their territory.

Delhi police said after his 
arrest last year that Gogi was in a 
particularly bitter battle with a gang 
leader known as Tillu for control of 
regions in northern India.

Members of Tillu’s gang disguised 
themselves as lawyers to enter the 
Delhi court yesterday, media reports 
said.

Questions are regularly raised 
about security in Indian courts. The 
Rohini complex often deals with 
cases linked to high profile criminals.

Pro-AL leader held with arms, ammo
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rounds of bullets, and fake currency worth Tk 50,000 from him. 
Meanwhile, as Rab members were noting the names and other details of witnesses, 

Russell’s accompanies attacked them, vandalised their vehicle and hurdled multiple 
cocktail bombs, he said. 

Rab men fired four blank shots to bring the situation under control, he added.  
The arrestee’s relatives, however, said that Russell fell victim to a political conspiracy. 
Russell was going to contest in the upcoming upazila parishad election. A quarter that 

did not like his activities in the area were behind the arrest, they said. 
The arrestee will be handed over to Kumarkhali Police Station as he was sued under charges 

of possessing firearms, counterfeit money and conducting the attack, said Major Sharif.

Five primary students of same school
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Meanwhile, the deputy 
administrator of the orphanage 
said that on September 17, only 
one student of Hajipara Adarsha 
High School had fever and cold, 
and the five students developed the 
symptoms later.

From Monday to Wednesday, 
samples of some 25 girls staying 
in the orphanage were sent for 

Covid test and 13 of them came out 
positive, including the five students of 
Bahadurpara school, she said.

Resident medical officer of 
Thakurgaon Modern Sadar Hospital 
Rakibul Alam Chayan said the 13 girls 
are being treated in isolation wards. 
“They are doing well.”

Assistant education officer of the 
upazila, Momtaz Ferdous said, “We 
have suspended the classes of fourth 

and fifth grades at Bahadurpara school 
for a week after being informed.”

Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO) 
Abdullah Al Mamun said, “We 
are keeping a vigil on all students 
attending schools across the upazila.”

On September 12, after nearly 
18 months, primary, secondary, 
and higher secondary schools in 
Bangladesh reopened with some 
Covid-safety protocols in place.

Nothing to see there anymore
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Chhatri Sangha -- a revolutionary 
student group formed by Leela. She 
was a social reformer and advocate of 
women’s rights and education.

Locals said Leela’s house -- in 
Panchgaon village of Moulvibazar’s 
Rajnagar upazila -- existed even two 
and a half months ago. But they could 
not comprehend as to how a house of 
such a historic significance disappeared 
suddenly despite a High Court injunction 
that prohibits anyone from demolishing 
or removing it or undertaking any 
construction work on it.

Aklu Mia Chowdhury, president of 
Leela Nag Smriti Parishad, confirmed 
that the house was there two to three 
months ago.

Leela was the founder editor 
of “Jayasree” -- a Bangla monthly 
women’s magazine, he said, adding 
that the house should be reconstructed 
so it becomes a centre of education, 
literature and culture for future 
generations in the upazila.

According to retired teacher Indrajit 
Deb, general secretary of the Parishad, 
Leela’s ancestral home included a 
bungalow, a pond and a school -- 
founded by her mother Kunjalata Nag 
in 1938 -- on 5.97 acres of land. The 
school, Kunjalata Government Primary 
School, was nationalised a while back.

During the Pakistan rule in 1967, 
after Leela’s family had moved to India, 
one Alauddin Chowdhury emigrated 
from Assam’s Karimganj and occupied 
the house, he added.

According to researchers and 
local freedom fighters, Alauddin 
collaborated with the Pakistan 

occupation army during the Panchgaon 
genocide that left 59 Hindus slain on 
May 7, 1971.

Sajal Kumar Chakraborty, 
commander of Muktijoddha Sangsad’s 
Rajnagar upazila unit, also a witness 
at the trial over the genocide, said the 
International Crimes Tribunal found 
evidence of Alauddin’s involvement 
in crimes against humanity such as 
abduction, torture, confinement, 
murder, looting and arson in Panchgaon 
of Rajnagar upazila in 1971.

In July 2018, the tribunal sentenced 
four people to death in connection 
with the massacre, but Alauddin’s 
name was not mentioned in the 
charges as he died before the start of 
the investigation in October 2014, he 
also said.

Alauddin, till his death in 2013, 
“occupied” 4.39 acres of Leela’s 
ancestral property by making lease 
claims at the court. His son Abdul 
Munim Chowdhury is continuing the 
legal battle and still holds possession 
of the property.

On September 9, 2019, this paper 
ran a report on the state of the house, 
headlined “A house that could have 
been a museum”, along with a photo 
of the brick bungalow with its clay 
tiled roof extended on the front porch, 
supported by iron columns.

But during a recent visit this year, 
nothing but the vaguely recognisable 
elevated brick foundation of the house 
was found at the site.

Asked about Munim’s whereabouts, 
his mother Shamsunnahar Chowdhury 
said he was not home at the time.

She however admitted that Leela’s 
ancestral house “had collapsed some 

time ago” and they “had to remove the 
rubble from the area”.

Bijit Dev, member of Leela Nag 
Smriti Pathagar, said as there is no 
iron column or debris piled up at the 
site of the house, it is apparent that a 
storm did not blow it away; rather, 
people with bad intentions must have 
dismantled and removed the signs of 
the bungalow.

Prof Robaet Ferdous of mass 
communication and journalism 
department at DU said Leela is a part 
of the glorious history of the university, 
from where thousands of women 
graduate every year and make their 
mark in different fields at home and 
abroad.

The DU teachers and students 
are saddened to learn that family of 
a Razakar in Moulvibazar has been 
occupying Leela’s ancestral home, and 
they demand the occupants be evicted 
and the historic house be restored and 
preserved, he added.

According to the website of Jayasree 
Patrika, published from Kolkata in 
India, before getting her Master of 
Arts degree in English from Dhaka 
University in 1923, Leela graduated 
from Bethune College in Kolkata and 
was awarded Padmavati Gold Medal 
and a cash prize of Rs 100 for securing 
first position among girl students. 
Earlier in 1917, she completed her 
entrance examination with scholarship 
from Eden High School in Dhaka.

Contacted, Mir Nahid Ahsan, 
deputy commissioner of Moulvibazar, 
said the case pending in the High 
Court is barring them from taking any 
measures to preserve the memory of 
Leela Nag.

India salon fined $271,000
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barely touching her shoulders,” it added.
The court determined that as Roy had already 

established a career lending her skills to advertisements 
for hair products, the botched haircut had led to “severe 
mental breakdown and trauma”.

“There is no doubt that the women are very cautious 
and careful with regard to their hair,” said the ruling by 
the National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission.

“They spend a handsome amount on keeping the hair 
in good condition. They are also emotionally attached 
with their hairs,” it added.

“She lost her expected assignments and suffered a huge 
loss which completely changed her lifestyle and shattered 
her dream to be a top model.”

City

Concern over case against
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On Tuesday, one Akash Ghosh filed 
a case with the Narayanganj Chief 
Judicial Magistrate’s Court. 

Taking the case into cognisance, 
the court directed Police Bureau of 
Investigation to probe the matter and 
submit a report by December 21.

Meanwhile, Hindu Ain Poriborton 
Protirodh Sommilito Parishad at 
a press conference at the Dhaka 
Reporters Unity yesterday protested 
the move to amend the law.

The Samajik Protirodh Committee 
the press release, signed by 
Bangladesh Mahila Parishad President 
Fauzia Moslem, said conscious rights 
organisations have been working 
for years with the government in 
formulating drafts of acts to establish 
equal rights to inherited properties for 
both men and women in line with the 
constitution and human rights.

“It is not the first time that women 
and development organisations have 
taken initiatives to bring amendments 
to an act. The Law Commission has 
also submitted a proposal to bring 
amendment to the Hindu Act,” said 
the press release.

“We believe it [filing of the case 
against Shaheen Anam and Angela 
Gomes] is an attempt to create 
communal chaos in the country. The 
initiative [revising law] has been taken 
by some organisations...

“The draft is prepared upon the 
demand of civil society and women. 
No individual has taken the initiative,” 
it added.

The case has been lodged at a time 
when Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 
at the UN General Assembly (UNGA), 
has placed emphasis on building a 
network of women leaders globally to 
ensure gender equity.

Some people of the Hindu 
community are not only harassing 
individuals but have also been trying 
to fuel communal incitement for a 
long time, the press release said.

Establishing equal rights to 
inherited property has long been a 
demand of women organisations, 
and conscious citizens, including 
eminent lawyers, have been expressing 
solidarity with the demand, it said.

“We believe that the act of opposing 
the amendment of inheritance law is 
anti-constitutional,” reads the release.

It added that while the government 
is taking various steps to empower 
women, ensure human rights, 
expressing their thoughts on amending 
family law, and while Bangladesh is 
regarded as a global role model for 
women empowerment with women 
playing courageous, productive and 
responsible roles, such negative attitude 
towards equal rights of women is 
reflective of religious fundamentalism.

The 67 organisations that 
constitute Samajik Protirodh 
Committee are: Bangladesh Mahila 
Parishad, Ain o Salish Kendra, Steps 
Towards Development, Bangladesh 
Nari Progoti Sangha, Brac, Women for 
Women, Care Bangladesh, Karmajibi 
Nari, Jatiya Sramik Jote, Concern 
World Wide, IED, Bangladesh Jatiya 
Mahila Ainjibi Samity, Nijera Kori, 
Manusher Jonno Foundation, Dhaka 
YWCA, Palli Daridro Bimochon 
Foundation, Oxfam GB, Action Aid 
Bangladesh, The Hunger Project, 
Awaj Foundation, Prip Trust, ADD 

Bangladesh, World Vision, Campaign 
for popular education (CAMPE), 
Nagorik Uddyog, Protibondhi Narider 
Jatiya Parishad, SHAREE,BAUSHI, 
Pakkhik Anyanna, Association For 
Community Development, BROTEE, 
Nari Moitree, Wave Foundation, 
Equity and Justice Working Group, 
Bangladesh Nari Sangbadik Kendra, 
Nari Uddyog Kendra, Jatiya Nari 
Sramik Jote, Sommillito Samajik 
Andolon, Bangladesh Trade Union 
Kendra, Jatiya Nari Jote, Shakti 
Foundation, BPW Club, Udichi Shilpi 
Goshthi, Acid Survivors Foundation, 
Nari Mukti Sangsad, Sheva Nari O 
Shishu Kallyan Kendra, DRRA, Jatiya 
Protibondhi Forum, Hill Women’s 
Federation, Amrai Pari Paribarik 
Nirjaton Protirodh Jote, Bangladesh 
Adivasi Forum, Bangladesh 
Federation of University Women, 
Soroptimist International Club, 
RDRS, BILS, ADAB, SDS Joypurhat, 
FPAB, YWCA of Bangladesh, Dalit 
Nari Forum, Deepta Foundation for 
Development, Aparajeyo Bangladesh, 
BLAST, Turning Point, Center for Men 
and Masculinities Studies, Save the 
Children, Avijan and Adivasi Nari 
Network.

Meanwhile, speakers at a views 
exchange meeting in Mymensingh 
yesterday said ensuring the desired 
rights to women of religious 
minorities is the demand of the times.

A community cannot progress 
without ensuring proper rights to its 
women, said speakers at the meeting 
held at Durgabari Puja Mondop 
in Mymensingh city, reports our 
Mymensingh correspondent.

Bangladesh Mohila Oikya 
Parishad organised the meeting titled 
“Inheritance of Religious Minority 
Women”. Ex-lawmaker Chhabi Biswas 
was the chief guest.

President of Bangladesh Mohila 
Oikya Parishad Supriya Bhattacharya, 
Secretary of the parishad Dipali 
Chakraborty, its Vice-president Geeta 
Biswas, President of its Mymensingh 
chapter Shila Sen, Secretary Sheuly 
Rani Biswas and Pulok Ghatak, 
secretary of Hindu Ain Sanskar 
Bastabayan Parishad, also spoke on 
the occasion, among others.

Demanding reforms of laws that 
are discriminatory towards minority 
women, the speakers said minority 
women throughout the country would 
be aware about their rights to include 
them in a spontaneous movement.

In traditional Hindu law, there 
is no hurdle to inheritance rights of 
women but a vested quarter has been 
opposing it, they said. That vested 
quarter is now attacking people who 
support the inheritance rights of 
Hindu women, they also alleged.  

UN redoubles
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commitments, many of which have 
been announced previously, include 
projects to expand electricity access 
in developing countries, boost clean 
cooking technologies, and improve 
energy efficiency as part of a drive to 
decarbonize the energy system.

The UN says some 760 million 
people around the world currently 
lack access to electricity. Guterres 
said the world should aim to cut that 
number in half by 2025.


