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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

In the backdrop of rampant encroachment 
of waterbodies or land across the country, 
encroachers in Rangabali upazila have been 
depriving farmers of irrigation water for ten years 
-- by turning a 2.5-km-long public canal into forty 
large ponds.

The criminal act came to light on July 8 when 10 
affected families on both sides of Nayabhanguni 
canal, in Nayabhanguni village of the upazila, 
made written allegations in this connection with 
the upazila nirbahi officer (UNO) of Rangabali.

Upon receipt of the complaints, the UNO on 
July 11 visited the area and asked the upazila 
agriculture officer to investigate into the 
allegations and submit a report to his office. 
The investigation report, however, has yet to be 
submitted till date.  

According to the complainants, several 
influential locals -- including Harun Hawlader, 
Babul Hawlader, Sohel Hawlader, Bachchu 
Chowkidar and Shahidul -- illegally built forty 
separate barrages across the canal to cultivate fish.

The accused had been using the Nayabhanguni 
canal for fish farming this way for at least past 10 
years.

As a result, farmlands along the canal could 
not be irrigated with its water in dry seasons while 
croplands as well as houses in low-lying areas had 
remained waterlogged in monsoon seasons. 

Throughout the 10 years, farmers have been 
incurring losses and residents facing immense 
sufferings due the situation that has been created 
by the encroachers, alleged the complainants.

Locals said the Nayabhanguni canal, 40 to 
60 feet in width at places, used to have flowing 
current as it was connected with the Darchhira 
river.   

A waterbody that once used to be brimming 
with large boats is now nothing but large fishing 
ponds, they lamented.

Villager Akbar Ali said like waterlogging in the 
area, rotting of crops due to stagnant water is also 
a common phenomenon in the monsoon.  

Homemaker Lina Begum said flooding of their 
houses even after a short spell of rain is also a 
common occurrence in the village.  

Bachchu Chowkidar, one of the accused, said 
he has been using the canal for fish farming by 
building barrages in it, as others started doing the 
same before him.  

Contacted, Rangabali upazila agriculture 
officer Monirul Islam said he inspected the 
Nayabhanguni canal on July 10 and found the 
allegations to be true.

He would soon submit his investigation report 
to the UNO, he added.

UNO Mashfaqur Rahman said the flow of 
water in a government canal cannot be obstructed 
and necessary action would be taken against all 
accused once the investigation report is received.

Though it may look like a narrow strip of land separating two ponds, but in reality, it is a barrage made 

through Nayabhanguni canal in Patuakhali’s Rangabali upazila. As many as forty such barrages were 

built in the public canal over the last ten years.

2.5km canal in illegal occupation for 10 years

PHOTO: 

SOHRAB HOSSAIN

Idols vandalised
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Unidentified criminals 
vandalised idols of Hindu 
gods and goddesses, 
constructed for the 
upcoming Durga Puja, in 
Kushtia town. 

Police suspect that 
the incident might have 
occurred early yesterday.

The idols were found 
broken this morning, said 
Advocate Anup Kumar 
Nandi, president of the 
district puja celebration 
committee.

It is a temporary mandap 
in Aruapara area in the 
town, which is built every 
year ahead of the Durga 
Puja under the banner of 
Aika Jubasangha. 

Rintu Pal, a junior 
artisan, said they left the 
idols to dry after coating 
them with clay on Monday.

Once a Lighthouse, now a 
garbage dump

Established in 1984, Kulaura Public Library has been lying 
abandoned for four years

MINTU DESHWARA

The public library in Kulaura has 
remained abandoned for four years. 
Due to lack of preservation, it has 
now become a garbage dump and 
waterlogged. The collection of 
valuable books written by eminent 
authors has also been completely 
destroyed.

According to sources, the ‘Kulaura 
Public Library’ was established 
about 37 years ago in a building 
on the premises of the then post 
bungalow (now the Independence 
Monument), the heart of the town. 
It was inaugurated on 26 June 1984 
by the then UNO Sirajul Islam. A 
librarian and an assistant librarian 
were appointed by the committee. 
The cost of book collection and other 
expenses were met from the monthly 
subscriptions of the members of the 
Upazila Parishad and the library. To 
this end, a bank account was also 
opened for the library.

On a recent visit to the library, it 
was seen that a furniture shop had 
been set up in front of the building. 
Rainwater has submerged the 

veranda and the inner floors of the 
dilapidated building. 

The books, shelves and furniture 
of the library have been ruined due 
to waterlogged condition inside the 
library.

Khurshid Ullah, a former librarian 
of the library, said, “I was the librarian 
from 2010 to 2015. In my absence 
Assistant Librarian Shamsuddin used 
to carry out the duties. He died in 
2017. No action has been taken to 
save it since then.”

Sanjay Debnath, a member of 
the library, said, “I collected the 
membership card of the library in 
1994. I used to read a lot of books 
collecting from the library. The 
library used to enjoy a good number 

of memberships. But the library is 
now lying abandoned and has turned 
into a garbage dump. I demand its 
renovation.”

Mazharul Islam, a professor of 
history at Longla Modern Degree 
College in Kulaura, said, the role of a 
library in enriching the culture of an 
area is immense. The Kulaura Public 
Library was once the beacon of light 
in the region. Now it has become a 
symbol of the decay of our values. 

It is necessary to bring the new 
generation on the path of literature 
and culture by reviving the library. 
Otherwise the generation will fall 
into the abyss of moral degradation, 
he added.

Kulaura Upazila Nirbahi Officer 
(UNO) ATM Farhad Chowdhury 
said, “I have taken sincere initiative 
to revive Kulaura Public Library. 
This has already been discussed in 
a meeting. The dilapidated building 
cannot be moved. There is a building 
under construction in the premises 
of the Independence Memorial. 
Arrangements are being made to 
renovate it and move the library 
there.”

Due to lack of preservation, Kulaura Public Library has now become a garbage dump and waterlogged. The 

collection of valuable books written by eminent authors has also been completely destroyed. PHOTO: STAR 

Sculptors are busy giving the finishing touches to idols ahead of the Durga Puja, 

the biggest religious festival of the Hindu community. The photo was taken from 

Sahabari area in Tangail’s Basail upazila. PHOTO: STAR


