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4 to die, 1 
gets life term 
for murder
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A court yesterday sentenced 
four people to death and 
one other to life term 
imprisonment in connection 
with a case for killing 
Kushtia Sadar Sub Registrar 
Nur Mohammad in 2018. 

The death sentence 
awardees are Faruk Hossain, 
38, an office staff at Kushtia 
Sadar sub-registrar’s office, 
Saidul Islam, 38, a peon at 
Mirpur sub-registry office, 
and Kamal Sheikh, 40, and 
their friend Mashiul Alam, 
40, while the lifer is Monwar 
Hossain, 38, of Baniapara 
village in Kumarkhali 
upazila. 

According to prosecution, 
the convicts had a nexus 
with slain Nur, 51, while he 
served at Khoksa, Mirpur 
and Kumarkhali sub-
registrar’s offices and they 
all were involved in illegal 
money transactions.

On October 8 in 2018, 
the convicts had a quarrel 
with Nur over different 
issues at his rented flat in 
the town’s Arupara area. 

At one stage, they 
strangled Nur first and then 
stabbed him to death.

Bridge on Dhaleswari precarious 
as erosion hits approach road
Construction of the bridge on a sharp curve, indiscriminate sand lifting near the 
bridge by influential quarter blamed for the situation
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

The approach road of the bridge 
on Dhaleswari river in Charabari 
area of Tangail Sadar upazila was 
badly damaged again due to heavy 
rains and increased current on the 
river for the last couple of weeks, 
leaving the very important bridge 
precarious for movement.

The bridge on Charabari-
Torabganj road connects five 
unions of the char areas with the 
district headquarters.

Hundreds of vehicles, including 
heavy ones, and thousands of 
people of Katulee, Hugra, Kakua 
and Mahmudnagar in Sadar 
upazila and Bharra union in 
Nagarpur upazila move through 
the bridge every day.

In 2006, Local Government 
and Engineering Department 
(LGED) constructed the bridge for 
developing road communication 
between the district headquarter 
and char region. 

However, the approach roads of 
the important bridge were damaged 

on several occasions due to floods 
and rains since its construction. 
Every time, the authorities prevent 
the damages temporarily by felling 
sand bags. 

Large portion of the both 
approaches of the bridge was 
also damaged during last year’s 
flood and authorities temporarily 
protected the erosion in the same 
way. 

This year, erosion has hit the east 
side approach road of the bridge 

and the LGED has dumped some 
sand bags again to keep vehicular 
movement normal on the bridge.  

Abul Hossain, a CNG-run 
three-wheeler driver, however, said 
although some sand bags were 
dumped, it is still very risky to get 
down from the bridge through the 
damaged approach. “Accident can 
happen any moment,” he said.    

Local LGED officials said 
erosion hit the approach roads of 
the bridge every year as the river 
has changed its course due to 
filling its west side with sand and 
increased current on the east side. 

Local people, however, blamed 
wrong site selection to construct 
the bridge and indiscriminate sand 
lifting near the bridge during the 
dry season for the last few years as 
the main reasons for the regular 
erosion.

Iqbal Hossain, chairman of 
Katulee union parishad, said over 

one lakh people of char areas take 
their crops, vegetables and other 
products to the different places by 
different vehicles, including heavy 
trucks, through the road. 

“If steps are not taken 
immediately, the bridge 
can be damaged snapping 
communication with the char 
areas and causing sufferings to the 
people,” he said.

Asked about the matter, 
Mohammad Sirajul Islam, executive 
engineer of Water Development 
Board (WDB) in Tangail, said they 
along with senior officials of the 
district administration as well as 
local public representatives visited 
the bridge after the approach road 
was damaged last year.

“The bridge was constructed on 
a sharp curve. So, the current of the 
river strongly hits the approach. 
The course of the river needs to be 

straightened at the point to protect 
the bridge but it will be a private 
land related complicated issue,” he 
said.  

“The LGED has constructed the 
bridge and they are the authority 
to do anything about it,” he added. 

Contacted, AKM Hedayet Ullah, 
upazila engineer LGED in Tangail, 
said they have already taken steps 
to check the erosion and protect 
the damaged approach road.

“Now there are two options in 
our hands. One is to construct two 
more slabs at the two ends of the 
bridge and also hold protection 
works on the approaches with 
concrete blocks. The other is to 
construct a new bridge in place of 
the old one,” he said.

“We have already sent a 
proposal to the higher authorities 
to construct a new bridge there,” 
he added. 

The approach road of the bridge on Charabari-Torabganj road connecting five unions of the char areas with 

the district headquarters lies in a precarious condition.

The approach roads of 

the bridge got damaged 

on several occasions due 

to floods and rains since 

its construction.
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Still left to run without reins
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The Daily Star spoke with a host of 
government agencies that could have 
stepped up and what emerged was a 
contemptible picture of blame-shifting.

The commerce ministry only formed 
the e-commerce cell when some 
companies were found to be involved in 
false marketing, said Hafizur Rahman, an 
additional secretary of the ministry.

The cell, which Rahman helms, was 
formed in February this year -- about 
six to eight months after the deluge of 
customer complaints against Evaly, the 
most infamous of the rogue e-commerce 
platforms, began.

After one too many allegations 
surfaced against Evaly last year, a multi-
pronged investigation was initiated by 
several government agencies, including 
the Directorate of National Consumer 
Right Protection (DNCRP), commerce 
ministry, home ministry, the Anti-
Corruption Commission and the 
Bangladesh Bank.

They all came back with truly shocking 
findings and yet the e-commerce platform 
was allowed to operate as normal, 
ensnaring more gullible consumers and 
vendors along the way.

Not just that, a handful of new 
players with a similar strategy as Evaly 
like Dhamaka Shopping, which did not 
even get the permit from the Registrar of 
Joint Stock Companies and Firms, were 

allowed to enter the fray.
Asked about the commerce ministry’s 

lethargic response, Rahman said the 
responsibility lies with all related 
government agencies like the Bangladesh 
Competition Commission (BCC), the 
DNCRP, the BB and the ACC.

Had any aggrieved customer filed 
a complaint against those companies, 
the DNCRP could have taken the action 
against them, he said.

Contacted, Md Mofizul Islam, 
chairperson of BCC, said his organisation 
began taking action against Evaly as far 
back as August 12 last year, when the 
company announced an 80 percent to 
150 percent discount on products.

“We have sent notice to the Evaly to 
stop the such a big discount and a case 
was filed by the BCC,” Islam said.

However, the BCC did not take the 
same step against the other e-commerce 
platforms that were advertising as 
deep discounts as nobody lodged any 
complaint of anti-competitive business 
practice against them. 

“The BCC’s job is to keep watch on 
anti-competitive issues to protect the 
interests of consumers and businesses,” 
Islam added.

Bablu Kumar Saha, director-general of 
the DNCRP, said the onus also lies on the 
customers in protecting their interests.

If they put in complaints, the DNCRP 
takes action, he said, adding that his 

organisation settled 85.9 percent of the 
customer complaints that were lodged 
between July 2018 and June this year.

Rogue e-commerce platforms have 
cropped up in Bangladesh because of the 
government agencies’ laxity in duty, said 
Ahsan H Mansur, executive director of 
the Policy Research Institute.

“Only the formation of a cell is 
not enough for monitoring such a big 
industry.”

He went on to recommend a 
commission like the Bangladesh 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
with representation from the commerce, 
finance and home ministries, the 
National Board of Revenue, the BB 
and the private sector for the proper 
functioning of the sector.

Khondaker Golam Moazzem, research 
director of the Centre for Policy Dialogue, 
echoed the same. 

Companies in many sectors in 
Bangladesh grow without following 
proper rules, which ultimately raises 
questions on governance, he said.

Md. Abdul Wahed Tomal, general 
secretary of the e-Commerce Association 
of Bangladesh (e-CAB), said the 
association has informed about the 
flouting of rules by some companies 
to the central bank, commerce ministry 
and the other agencies but no action was 
taken as there was no particular law in this 
regard.

Chart roadmap for the ones
FROM PAGE 1

of Delivery and Action of the Agenda. Yet 
the goals seem to be far away for many 
countries… the pandemic has pushed them 
further behind. We need to chart out a bold 
and ambitious global roadmap to put us 
back on the SDGs track,” she said.

The PM was addressing the 9th Annual 
International Conference on Sustainable 
Development virtually on Monday.

Earth Institute, Columbia University, 
Global Masters of Development Practice, and 
the UN Sustainable Development Solutions 
Network organised the event.

Hasina said no country can achieve 
SDGs alone. “We need enhanced global 
collaboration and solidarity to advance this 
agenda.”

To pull back the countries which are 
way behind the track of attaining SDGs in 
right time, Hasina put forward a five-point 
proposal in this regard.

The proposals are: Ensuring vaccines 
for everyone, everywhere, closing the huge 
resource gap in implementing the 2030 
Agenda, focusing on job creation, social 
protection, women empowerment, and 
science, technology, and innovation to deal 
with the impacts of the pandemic, making 
Covid-19 recovery measures complementary 
with climate actions and focusing on 
enhanced monitoring and support 
mechanism for SDGs implementation.

Hasina said the UN should have 
enhanced coordination in this regard. “It’s 
also imperative to ensure there’re adequate 
and timely support measures to withstand 
emergencies and shocks to avoid any slide 
back.”

She said scaling up preparedness for 
pandemic and other emergencies should 
be done with a priority at every level as 
the pandemic has upset the whole world, 
claiming countless lives and taking its toll on 
livelihoods.

The PM also mentioned that Bangladesh’s 
achievements in MDGs were highly 
significant and it was recognised by the 
international community as a “development 
miracle”. “Our SDGs journey buildson the 
successes of MDGs.”

About the climate change, she said 
Bangladesh is the pioneer in climate change 
adaptation and mitigation efforts and it 
has recently submitted an ambitious and 
updated NDC.

According to the Sustainable Development 
Report 2021 published by the University of 
Cambridge, Bangladesh has improved the 
most on the SDG Index since 2015.

She said the government has taken up a 
coordinated effort involving the government, 
the private sector, the civil society, and other 
stakeholders to ensure the “whole of society 
engagement”.
SDGs PROGRESS AWARD
On Monday, Hasina was honoured with 

the “SDGs Progress Award” in recognition 
of Bangladesh’s achievements in sustainable 
development from 2015 to 2020.

The UN Sustainable Development 
Solutions Network (SDSN) and other 
organisations, including the Earth Institute 
of Columbia University and the Center 
for Sustainable Development at Columbia 
University, jointly gave the award.

Hasina accepted the award at the 9th 
Annual International Conference on 
Sustainable Development (ICSD). She 
dedicated the award to the people of 
Bangladesh.

The PM also extended her sincere thanks 
to ICSD for honouring the people of 
Bangladesh with the award.
MEETING ON WOMEN LEADERS
Addressing the High Level Meeting on Women 
Leaders yesterday, Hasina said the world 
needed to act urgently to stop the rollback of 
hard-earned women empowerment due to 
the pandemic.

“Our hard-earned progress is at risk of 
rollback. We need to act urgently to stop this. 
For that, we must place women at the front 
and centre of Covid recovery,” she told the 
meeting at the Trusteeship Council of the UN 
Headquarters.

She highlighted three points -- localising 
the Advisory Board on Gender Equality, 
nurturing women-led organisations and 
convening a leaders’ summit to reinforce 
common agenda for gender equality -- to 
bring women’s progress back on track.

At the commemoration of the 25th 
anniversary of the Beijing Conference, the 
PM pledged to raise women’s participation 
in the workforce to 50:50 by 2041. “Recently, 
at the Generation Equality Forum Paris, 
I committed to ensuring gender equality 
in ICT sector by 2041. I stand by those 
commitments,” she said.
UNGA SESSION
Yesterday, Hasina attended the opening 
session of the high-level general debate of 
the 76th United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA).

The UNGA general debate will continue 
till September 27 with participation of heads 
of states and governments from across the 
world.

Hasina will deliver her speech in the high-
level general debate on Friday.
PM PLANTS TREE
The Bangladesh premier on Monday planted 
a honey locust tree, unveiled a bench at UN 
gardens and dedicated these to Father of 
the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman on the occasion of his birth 
centenary.

She planted the deciduous tree at the 
North Lawn of the UN Headquarters in the 
morning (local time).

The PM arrived in New York on Sunday to 
join the UNGA for the 18th time as the head 
of the Bangladesh government.


