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4 to die, 1 
gets life term 
for murder
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A court yesterday sentenced 
four people to death and 
one other to life term 
imprisonment in connection 
with a case for killing 
Kushtia Sadar Sub Registrar 
Nur Mohammad in 2018. 

The death sentence 
awardees are Faruk Hossain, 
38, an office staff at Kushtia 
Sadar sub-registrar’s office, 
Saidul Islam, 38, a peon at 
Mirpur sub-registry office, 
and Kamal Sheikh, 40, and 
their friend Mashiul Alam, 
40, while the lifer is Monwar 
Hossain, 38, of Baniapara 
village in Kumarkhali 
upazila. 

According to prosecution, 
the convicts had a nexus 
with slain Nur, 51, while he 
served at Khoksa, Mirpur 
and Kumarkhali sub-
registrar’s offices and they 
all were involved in illegal 
money transactions.

On October 8 in 2018, 
the convicts had a quarrel 
with Nur over different 
issues at his rented flat in 
the town’s Arupara area. 

At one stage, they 
strangled Nur first and then 
stabbed him to death.

Bridge on Dhaleswari precarious 
as erosion hits approach road
Construction of the bridge on a sharp curve, indiscriminate sand lifting near the 
bridge by influential quarter blamed for the situation
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

The approach road of the bridge 
on Dhaleswari river in Charabari 
area of Tangail Sadar upazila was 
badly damaged again due to heavy 
rains and increased current on the 
river for the last couple of weeks, 
leaving the very important bridge 
precarious for movement.

The bridge on Charabari-
Torabganj road connects five 
unions of the char areas with the 
district headquarters.

Hundreds of vehicles, including 
heavy ones, and thousands of 
people of Katulee, Hugra, Kakua 
and Mahmudnagar in Sadar 
upazila and Bharra union in 
Nagarpur upazila move through 
the bridge every day.

In 2006, Local Government 
and Engineering Department 
(LGED) constructed the bridge for 
developing road communication 
between the district headquarter 
and char region. 

However, the approach roads of 
the important bridge were damaged 

on several occasions due to floods 
and rains since its construction. 
Every time, the authorities prevent 
the damages temporarily by felling 
sand bags. 

Large portion of the both 
approaches of the bridge was 
also damaged during last year’s 
flood and authorities temporarily 
protected the erosion in the same 
way. 

This year, erosion has hit the east 
side approach road of the bridge 

and the LGED has dumped some 
sand bags again to keep vehicular 
movement normal on the bridge.  

Abul Hossain, a CNG-run 
three-wheeler driver, however, said 
although some sand bags were 
dumped, it is still very risky to get 
down from the bridge through the 
damaged approach. “Accident can 
happen any moment,” he said.    

Local LGED officials said 
erosion hit the approach roads of 
the bridge every year as the river 
has changed its course due to 
filling its west side with sand and 
increased current on the east side. 

Local people, however, blamed 
wrong site selection to construct 
the bridge and indiscriminate sand 
lifting near the bridge during the 
dry season for the last few years as 
the main reasons for the regular 
erosion.

Iqbal Hossain, chairman of 
Katulee union parishad, said over 

one lakh people of char areas take 
their crops, vegetables and other 
products to the different places by 
different vehicles, including heavy 
trucks, through the road. 

“If steps are not taken 
immediately, the bridge 
can be damaged snapping 
communication with the char 
areas and causing sufferings to the 
people,” he said.

Asked about the matter, 
Mohammad Sirajul Islam, executive 
engineer of Water Development 
Board (WDB) in Tangail, said they 
along with senior officials of the 
district administration as well as 
local public representatives visited 
the bridge after the approach road 
was damaged last year.

“The bridge was constructed on 
a sharp curve. So, the current of the 
river strongly hits the approach. 
The course of the river needs to be 

straightened at the point to protect 
the bridge but it will be a private 
land related complicated issue,” he 
said.  

“The LGED has constructed the 
bridge and they are the authority 
to do anything about it,” he added. 

Contacted, AKM Hedayet Ullah, 
upazila engineer LGED in Tangail, 
said they have already taken steps 
to check the erosion and protect 
the damaged approach road.

“Now there are two options in 
our hands. One is to construct two 
more slabs at the two ends of the 
bridge and also hold protection 
works on the approaches with 
concrete blocks. The other is to 
construct a new bridge in place of 
the old one,” he said.

“We have already sent a 
proposal to the higher authorities 
to construct a new bridge there,” 
he added. 

The approach road of the bridge on Charabari-Torabganj road connecting five unions of the char areas with 

the district headquarters lies in a precarious condition.

The approach roads of 

the bridge got damaged 

on several occasions due 

to floods and rains since 

its construction.
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Classes of 11 pry schools 
resume in makeshift buildings

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Classes of 11 government primary schools 
in Kurigram and Lalmonirhat are being 
conducted in makeshift buildings after 
permanent buildings of the schools were 
washed away recently by the Teesta and 
Dharla rivers.

Teachers of the schools said since the 
temporary structures lack most basic 
amenities for an educational institution, it 
has been difficult for them to offer classes 
there, while their students have been facing 
difficulties in paying attention during classes. 

According to primary education offices in 
Kurigram and Lalmonirhat, teachers of the 
schools with the help of locals built the 11 
makeshift structures with the hope to resume 
educational activities in the affected areas. 

Saiful Islam is in fifth grade at one such 
school -- West Haldibari Government 
Primary School in Hatibandha upazila of 
Lalmonirhat. He said his school had to be 
closed due to the coronavirus last year when 
he was in fourth grade.

When the school reopened, about 18 
months later, he was excited to see his 
classmates again. But all his excitement was 
replaced by frustration, as he found out 
that his beautiful school building, made of 
coloured tin sheets, was lost to the river.

Saiful said he later came to learn that the 
hastily-made tin and bamboo structure, with 
the national flag hoisted in its front, is their 
new school building. “It breaks my heart 
to think that our beautiful school building 
was washed away by the Teesta. Now I can’t 

pay attention to studies in the new school 
building.”  

Shahinur Islam, acting head teacher of 
the school, said they were able to save some 
of the furniture of the school before parts of 
the school building collapsed into the Teesta 
about a month ago. 

They made the temporary tin structure to 
carry out activities of the school for the time 
being, until a permanent building for the 
school is constructed, the teacher added.

Abul Hossain, teacher of Poshchim Bajra 
Government Primary School in Kurigram’s 
Ulipur upazila, shared a similar story with 
this correspondent. 

Carrying out educational activities and 
offering classes in such a tin-roofed house, 
built on private land, are not convenient for 
anyone, he also said.  

Contacted, Lalmonirhat District Primary 
Education Officer (DPEO) Golam Nabi said 
they already wrote to the higher authorities 
concerned, seeking allocation of funds 
for rebuilding the school buildings, and 
until then, educational activities at the 
affected schools have to be conducted in the 
temporary buildings. 

Shahidul Islam, the DPEO in Kurigram, 
said work was underway to allocate land 
for reconstruction of buildings for the 
affected schools and they directed the school 
authorities to continue activities at the 
temporary locations.

He also hoped that necessary government 
funds will be allocated in this regard within 
this year.

The temporary tin-roofed structure built for West Haldibari Government Primary 

School in Hatibandha upazila of Lalmonirhat. PHOTO: S DILIP ROY

Moner School gets global recognition
FROM PAGE 1

three additional Goalkeepers Global 
Goals awards for their work supporting 
the Global Goals in their local 
communities.

Of them, Jenifer Colpas of Colombia 
was awarded with the 2021 Progress 
Award and Satta Sheriff of Liberia with 
the 2021 Campaign Award, according to 
the press release.

The main award -- the 2021 Global 
Goalkeeper Award -- was given to 
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, former 
United Nations under-secretary-general 
and executive director of UN Women.

Launched as a continuation of a three 
month-long project in 2018, Moner 
School is an initiative to educate people 
as well as give them a space where they 
can talk about mental health freely and 
get help whenever they need.

“We just wanted a place where people 
can write letters anonymously, so we 
can set up a meeting with a counselor,” 
Faizah, a final semester honours student 
of Business Administration in Khulna 
University, told The Daily Star.

From there, seven strangers who met 
through a youth platform project, began 
the task of getting people’s stories, 
putting them in touch with counselors, 
and meeting their needs.

Three months later when the project 

ended, five members of the original 
group, including Faizah, made this their 
passion project, and the Moner School 
was born.

Now, the Moner School is an 
anonymous online platform that works 
with the youth to enlighten them about 
the importance of mental health care 
through training, workshops, a 24/7 
online mental health first aid service, 
and talk therapy.

“We’re trying not only to provide 
counseling sessions or therapy, we’re 
also trying to make people understand 
how important mental health is, as well 
as train them on mental health tools,” 
Faizah said.

So far, Moner School has served 
around 900 youths from inside the 
country and a few others from several 
foreign countries, according to Faizah.

About her inspiration behind her 
effort, she described her own life history.

For Faizah and her mother, their 
courage to prioritise their own mental 
health was the first step in healing from 
a personal tragedy that dismantled their 
sense of security.

Faizah said her father was killed 
when she was 13.

Home was no longer safe, and as 
the trauma of losing her father was 

hers to bear alone. It wasn’t long before 
her mother recognised her daughter’s 
depression and got her the help she 
needed.

Years later, when Faizah’s mother 
felt the full brunt of her loss, it was 
Fairah who returned the favor. As they 
emerged out of their own suffering, 
Faizah was called to pursue a career in 
mental health.

Faizah continues to make mental 
wellness and education a part of her day-
to-day life. When life gets too noisy, she 
takes a pause and practices mindfulness 
through walking and meditation.

And with the expertise of 
psychologists and psychiatrists, she can 
access the training and tools to create 
a stronger online community for her 
peers and build on that for years to 
come.

About the winners, Mark Suzman, 
CEO of the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, said, “These award winners 
show how women are leading the way 
in coming up with innovative solutions 
needed to rebuild our communities and 
nations.

“This year’s winners continue to 
inspire us as they work tirelessly to 
create a more equal, resilient, and 
compassionate world.”


