
COUNTRY 5DHAKA THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 16, 2021, ASHWIN 1 , 1428 BS

EROSION OF PADMA, MODHUMOTI

7 pry schools under threat in 
Faridpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Existence of seven government 
primary schools is under threat in 
three upazilas of Faridpur as banks 
of the Padma and the Modhumoti 
rivers continue to be eroded fast. 

The Modhumoti river in 
Alphadanga upazila is closing in 
on three such schools -- Poshchim 
Narandia Government Primary 
School, Pachuria Government 
Primary School and Bazra 
Government Primary School.

In Charbhadrasan upazila, the 
Padma river is getting alarmingly 
close to Baliadangi Government 
Primary School and Sobulla 
Sikdarer Dangi Government 
Primary School. Nuruddin Sardar 
Kandi Government Primary 
School and Kotikandi Government 
Primary School in Sadarpur upazila 
are also under threat of erosion by 
the mighty river.

Headteacher Joynab Begum of 
Poshchim Narandia Government 
Primary School, in Alphadanga 
upazila, said, “The Modhumoti 
river has reached within eight feet 
of our school. The tin structure of 
the school may go into the river any 
time.”  

Established in 1980, the 
institution also has a single-
storey building on its 30-decimal 
compound. The school has 110 
enrolled students and four teachers, 
she said, adding that their future 
would be shrouded in uncertainty 
if the school is lost to the river. 

With the Modhumoti river 
only six feet away from the school 
building now, they have been 
considering relocating to a new site, 
said Farida Parvin, headteacher of 
Bazra Government Primary School 
in the same upazila.

Baliadangi Government Primary 

School in Charbhadrasan was 
established in 1988. The institution 
had to be moved to the current 
location after its original campus 
was eroded by the Padma in 1998. 
Now the river is eroding its bank 
about 40 feet away from the school.

The river is once again getting 
close to the two-storey building of 
the school, said headteacher Lutfar 
Rahman. 

In Sadarpur upazila, Kotikandi 
Government Primary School is 
facing erosion threat of the Padma, 
as the river has gotten close to 80 
yards of the school’s tin structure. 

Sharif Hossain, headteacher of 
the school, said another corrugated 

iron building of the school had to 
be abandoned a year ago, but the 
way the Padma has been eroding its 
bank, the existing building of the 
school will go into it soon.  

The higher authorities concerned 
have been informed of the present 
situation, he also said.

Asked, Faridpur District Primary 
Education Officer Touhidul Islam 
said they already informed the 
deputy commissioner of Faridpur 
and Water Development Board 
(WDB) about the seven endangered 
government primary schools in 
Faridpur.

He also said that he advised 

upazila education officers and 
headteachers concerned to take 
necessary measures if a school 
building can be saved by relocating. 

Explaining various measures 
taken in this regard, WDB’s 
executive engineer in Faridpur 
Partha Prothim Saha said they asked 
Poshchim Narandia Government 
Primary School authorities to move 
the school’s tin structure to a safer 
location.    

They had been dumping 
geotextile bags at erosion sites of 
the rivers to save Bazra Government 
Primary School and other schools, 
he added.

The Modhumoti river is now only eight feet away from Poshchim Narandia 

Government Primary School in Faridpur’s Alphadanga upazila.
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Farmers make profit growing 
watermelon on unused lands 
of fish enclosures
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Farmers of Beel Khukshiya regions in 
Keshabpur upazila of Jashore have found 
enviable success in cultivating watermelon 
during its off-season. They have cultivated 
watermelon on bamboo platforms near 
fish enclosures bringing a marked change in 
their fate. Watermelons were seen hanging 
like pumpkins on bamboo platforms and 
the farmers have wrapped those with net 
bags for their weight management. 

As the weather condition is favourable, 
farmers are making a good profit as the 
yield has been quite good. Watermelon, 
usually cultivated during dry season, has 
been cultivated for the first time in this 
region.

Watermelons produced here are being 
transported to different parts of the country 
including Dhaka. Many farmers are turning 
to watermelon cultivation as it is profitable.

Upazila agriculture extension officials 
have visited the watermelon cultivation 
and assured the farmers of all sorts of 
assistance.

Bill Khukshiya is located on the banks 
of the river Srihari in Suflakati union, 
some 18 km away from Keshabpur upazila 
headquarters.

Due to 18-year-long waterlogging in the 
beel, the farmers could not grow any crops 
in the beel. Later, Tidal River Management 
(TRM) approach was implemented by the 
Water Development Board to solve the 
waterlogging problem. At the end of the 
project, the farmers started cultivating fish 
in enclosures. Now, the farmers have seen 
the face of success by cultivating watermelon 
on bamboo platforms at the edge of the 
enclosures.  Farmer Mohsin Uddin said, he 
planted around 1,400 watermelon saplings 
around his 13-bigha fish enclosure and got 
a yield of 275 maunds. He sold per maund 
of watermelon at Tk 1,200. The biggest of 
his produce weighed 14 kg.

Abdul Halim Khan, another farmer in 
the area, has sold watermelons worth TK 
30,000.

Farmer Abdul Quddus has cultivated 

watermelon in his six-bigha fish enclosure. 
The watermelons that he produced were 
also quite large.

The Department of Agriculture Extension 
has become overjoyed to see watermelon 
cultivation in the beel area.

Chairman of Suflakati Union Parishad 
Abdus Samad said, the beel remained 
waterlogged for 18 years and the farmers 
could not harvest any crop there. The TRM 
approach was implemented in the beel 
in 2005. Now, the farmers are getting the 
benefit of it.

This year, the farmers have got a huge 
yield of watermelon in the beel areas.

Besides paddy and fish cultivation, 
watermelon cultivation has brought back 
smiles on the faces of the farmers, he added.

Keshabpur Upazila Agriculture Officer 
Rituraj Sarkar said, watermelon has been 
cultivated in 254 bighas of land in Beel 
Khukshiya, which is making the farmers of 
the area financially solvent.

Watermelons of Asian-1, Pakija Super, 
Black King, Black Queen varieties have 
been cultivated here as per the advice of the 
agriculture department.

Watermelons are seen hanging like 

pumpkins on bamboo platforms at the edge 

of a fish enclosure in Beel Khukshiya and the 

farmers have wrapped those with net bags 

for their weight management. PHOTO: STAR

Furious Padma devours over 20 
homesteads in Harirampur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

Over 20 families have lost their 
homesteads and vast areas of cropland 
as the erosion of Padma has taken 
a serious turn in two-kilometre-
long stretch on the riverside area of 
Kanchanpur in Manikganj’s Harirampur 
upazila in the last three weeks.

Of the 20 affected families, 13 are 
in Kushiar Char village, four are in 
Kotkandi village and the rest are in 
Mohammadpur village. 

On a recent visit to the affected areas, 
the trail of devastation left by a furious 
Padma was seen.

The villagers besieged a boat carrying 
the WDB official and local AL leaders 
and demanded that the authorities 
construct a permanent dam there to 
save them. 

They said, “We don’t want relief, we 
want a permanent dam.”

Gazi Bani Islam of Kutirhat village 
said that “Many houses and vast areas 
of croplands are going into the riverbed 
every year. Some GEO bags are dumped 

when the erosion takes a serious turn, 
which cannot save the areas from 
erosion.” 

“We need permanent embankment 
to save the areas,” he added.

Salam Chowdhury, a member of 
Manikganj District Council, said, 
“Majority portion of the union has 
already been washed away in the river 
and more than two hundred homes 
and many institutions of the union are 
now under threat of being devoured 

by the river. There is no alternative to 
construct a permanent dam to save the 
union from the erosion.”

Executive Engineer of Manikganj 
Water Development Board (WDB) Md 
Main Uddin said, ‘We dumped GEO 
bags in 700-metre-long area of Maluchi 
village to save it from the impact of 
erosion. But we failed to save it due to 
strong current of the Padma. We have 
a plan to construct a permanent dam 
there in future.’ 

Locals surrounded a trawler carrying WDB officials, demanding a permanent 

embankment in Manikganj’s Harirampur upazila. PHOTO: ZAHANGIR SHAH


