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Where did the money go?
Savar police arrest drug peddler, but don’t 
mention anything about ‘recovered money’
AKLAKUR RAHMAN AKASH, Savar

A case document centring two people, 
who were arrested over drug peddling, has 
raised questions, due to the discrepancy 
between accounts of police officials and 
witnesses. 

On August 13 noon, some local youths 
in Bashundhara area of Savar’s Kaundia 
union held one Mohammed Foysal with 
three packets of heroin.

On information, a police team of 
Kaundia police outpost, led by the outpost’s 
in-charge Sub-inspector Shah Alam, went 
to the spot, and the locals handed Foysal 
over to police.

They told police that Foysal was addicted 
to drugs and gets his supply from one 
Mohammad Hasibul Islam alias Sohel of 
the same area.

Later, police raided Sohel’s rented room 
and seized materials for taking drugs and 
around Tk 20,000. They also detained 
Shohel’s wife, as he was not found during 
the raid.

Later that day, Sohel surrendered to 
police and admitted to his involvement 
with drug peddling. Police released his wife 
afterwards.

On August 14, Mohammad Ibrahim 
Samaddar, assistant sub-inspector of the 
outpost, filed a case with Savar Model 
Police Station.

However, police did not mention 
anything about the seized money in the 
case document, although witnesses claimed 
to have seen officers taking the money.

Sohel was shown arrested with 75 
packets of heroin and Faisal with 25 packets 
in the documents.

The Daily Star spoke with two witnesses 
of the case about this issue.

Police source Md Khorshed, main 
witness of the case, told The Daily Star 
that Faisal was detained with three packets 
of heroin. When asked about the cash, he 
advised this correspondent to talk to SI 
Shah Alam.

Son of Sohel’s house owner Sabuj 
Khan, who was made second witness, said, 
“Although I was not there from the start, 
when I entered the house, I saw police 
seizing around Tk 15,000 to 20,000.”

Another local, Mainuddin, who was 
present at the time of the incident, provided 
similar information.

He said three packets of heroin were 
seized from Faisal’s back pocket, and when 
going through Sohel’s house, police only 
found materials for taking drugs.

Asked about the claims, SI Shah Alam 
said no money was recovered during the 
drive.

Kazi Mainul Islam, officer-in-charge of 
Savar Model Police Station, said everything 
recovered is mentioned in the case report, 
implying that no money was recovered.

Asked about the reported discrepancy 
in the number of packets seized, SI Alam 
refused to comment.

Meanwhile, The Daily Star tried to 
contact Sohel’s wife and other family 
members, but could not trace them, as they 
left the area after the incident.

JU CORRESPONDENT

Jahangirnagar University students 
yesterday staged a demonstration on the 
campus demanding resumption of in-
person academic activities and reopening 
of dormitories by September 30. 

Around 11:30am, students from different 
departments brought out a procession 
from the new arts building which ended at 
the new administrative building. 

At a rally, general secretary of JU unit of 
Bangladesh Students Union Rakibul Rony 
said the university authorities could not 
inform the University Grants Commission 
about the progress of students’ inoculation. 

“If the authorities fail to reopen the 
institution by that time, it would be clear 
that vaccination was not the reason to keep 
the university closed for months,” he added.

Later, students submitted a 
memorandum with a three-point demand 
to acting vice chancellor Prof Nurul Alam. 
In the memorandum, they also demanded 
installation of vaccination booth inside the 
campus.

Contacted, acting registrar Rahima 
Kaneez said, ‘The university will reopen 

soon after a syndicate meeting. Besides, we 
have to complete some proceedings before 
reopening of residential halls.” 

Meanwhile, Prof Anu Muhammad of the 
economics department will hold a “protest 
class” in the open this noon, demanding 
immediate reopening of the university. 

He confirmed that he will deliver a 
lecture on the topic “The role of education 
and health sector on the development 
of Bangladesh” on the premises of social 
science faculty building.

‘Reopen university, 
dorms by Sept 30’
Demand Jahangirnagar University students

JU students brought out a procession 

on the campus yesterday demanding 

reopening of the university and dorms by 

September 30. 
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Courts hamstrung
FROM PAGE 3

In one year from January 1 till December 31 that year, 
7,39,563 cases were resolved in these courts, said the 
report. The SC administration does not have statistics on 
the numbers of cases filed and disposed of last year and this 
year due to the Covid-19 pandemic, said SC spokesperson 
Mohammad Saifur Rahman. 

Advocate Mohammad Shishir Manir, who leads the 
Law Lab, said if the case backlog continues to go up, the 
fundamental rights of the citizens to have speedy trial 
under article 35(5) of the constitution will be nugatory. 

“It is high time to take immediate steps to ensure best 
use of the existing resources, increase their efficiency and 
remove procedural complexities to get rid of the pending 
cases,” he said. He stressed on digitalisation of the case 
management system for faster case disposal.

According to the Law Lab report, each judge of the AD is 
burdened with more than 3,045 cases on an average as the 
number of its judges came down to five from 11 in 2009 
after appointments and retirements of some judges. 

The situation is worse in the HC as each of its 91 judges 
is burdened with 4,923.51 cases on an average. Three of 
the HC judges are not being allowed to conduct bench as 
an inquiry is going on about them since August 22, 2019. 

Besides, three HC judges are conducting the 
International Crimes Tribunal-1 for disposing of the 1971 
war crimes related cases, SC sources said. 

The judges at the lower courts are also burdened with a 
huge backlog of cases as there are only 1,700 judges to deal 
with 34.65 lakh cases filed in courts across the country.

This means each of the judges will have to dispose of 2,038 
cases on an average, the report said. In 2014, Bangladesh 
Law Commission recommended the government recruit 
3,000 judges at lower courts for quick disposal of pending 
cases and reducing sufferings of justice seekers.

Contacted, Muhammad Yusuf Hossain Humayun, vice 
chairman of Bangladesh Bar Council, said there is an 
urgent need for appointing some judges at the AD as it is 
facing a severe shortage of judges.   

Rape case 
filed against 
govt official
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A woman yesterday filed a 
rape case against a deputy 
secretary, accusing him 
of engaging in sexual 
relationship by promising 
to marry her. 

The woman, a 30-year-
old schoolteacher, filed 
the case with Women 
and Children Repression 
Prevention Tribunal-2 of 
Dhaka, said Special Public 
Prosecutor Md Ali Akbar.

After a hearing, Judge 
Md Habibur Rahman 
Siddique took the case into 
cognisance and recorded the 
complainant’s statements. 

The judge directed PBI 
to investigate the case and 
submit a report before it by 
September 30. 

According to the case 
documents, the official 
established sexual relations 
with her several times, 
promising to marry her, but 
he later refused to do so. 

They met through social 
media on December 21 
of 2018. The accused also 
threatened her when she 
sent a legal notice to him 
through her lawyer about 
the matter on June 8. Asked, 
the official said he knew the 
woman but had no relation 
with her.

It seems purposive
FROM PAGE 3

Earlier, executive councils of Bangladesh Federal Union of 
Journalists (BFUJ) and Dhaka Union of Journalists (DUJ) 
expressed grave concerns over the issue. 

“If there is any specific information about unusual 
transactions or money laundering against any particular 
journalist, legal action can be taken against him/her after 
proper investigation,” read a joint statement. 

“Question arises as to whether seeking bank account 
details of those elected to the top positions of the 
organisations is meant to humiliate such institutions and 
their leadership,” the statement added.

4 bills passed
FROM PAGE 3

the caretaker government’s tenure were approved in 
parliament, following recommendations of the 9th 
parliament’s special committee. But Dhaka Shishu Hospital 
Ordinance was not endorsed at that time.

Dhaka Shishu Hospital, established in 1977, became 
an autonomous institute under the 2008 ordinance. The 
Bangladesh Institute of Child Health was established in 
1983 as an academic wing of Dhaka Shishu Hospital.

Currently, there is no complete law or ordinance on 
regulation and supervision of Dhaka Shishu Hospital’s 
activities. At least 30 beds would be reserved for child 
patients of poor families, he mentioned, referring to a 
provision of the bill. The Medical Degrees (Repeal) Bill 
was passed by voice vote. The proposed law, once enacted, 
will abolish Medical Degrees Act 1916, as the enactment of 
Bangladesh Medical and Dental Council (BMDC) Act 2010 
made the old law unnecessary. 

Medical Degrees Act 1916 used to determine everything 
regarding medical degrees and their standards. But all of its 
provisions were incorporated into BMDC Act 2010.

The Medical Colleges (Governing Bodies) (Repeal), Bill 
was also passed by voice vote. The new law will abolish 
Medical Colleges (Governing Bodies) Ordinance 1961. 
The old ordinance is not necessary anymore, as some other 
laws were enacted for medical education in the country.

Kurigram Agricultural University Bill aims to establish 
a new university in Kurigram, which will help develop 
agriculture in northern districts through research. 
Currently, there are 153 universities -- 46 public and 107 
private -- in the country.

State Minister for Power Nasrul Hamid placed The 
Quick Enhancement of Electricity and Energy Supply 
(Special Provision) Act 2021 in parliament. 

Since the tenure of the existing law is going to expire in 
2021, the proposed law was brought to extend it till 2026.

The cabinet on September 6 gave final approval for the 
bill’s draft to ensure uninterrupted supply of electricity and 
energy. 

The tenure of the special provision, enacted in 2010, was 
extended on several occasions in the past, but no changes 
other than extensions were made to the proposed law.

Dhaka’s DAP 
to be finalised 
by Jan 2022
Says LGRD minister
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Detailed Area Plan 
(DAP) that will guide future 
constructions in Dhaka, use 
of land and demarcation 
of canals and flow areas, 
is expected to be finalised 
in the next few months, 
said Local Government 
and Rural Development 
Minister (LGRD) Tazul 
Islam yesterday. 

A gazette notification will 
be published after finalising 
the DAP, the minister said at 
a review committee meeting 
at the ministry’s conference 
room. 

Tazul, who is 
the convener of the 
committee, said they 
have already taken the 
opinion of professionals 
like architects, planners, 
engineers, REHAB, BLDA 
and other stakeholders 
after holding meetings with 
them. 

“If everything remains 
alright, we will finalise the 
DAP by December-January 
and will publish a gazette 
notification,” said the 
minister. 

The minister also said 
they want to complete the 
DAP as early as possible.
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